The banana industry in north Queensland

J. W. Damelis, Horticulture Branch, South Johnstone Research Station

Bananas are the major fruii crop grown in Queensland.
in 1983, north Queensland produeed 66 000 t from an
area of 2 400 ha. Tlhis representcd three-quarters of the
State’s produetion and an approximale value of $42.9
million to the 209 growers involved. All of the crop is
marketed as fresh fruit excepi for small gquantities of
fruit unsuitable for market which are dried for the
health food trade.

The industry has undergone large expansion in
recent years, having doubied in tcrms of arca since
[977. This has been largely at the expense of growers
in southern Queensland and northern New South
Walcs. The reasons for expansion are the tropical
climate and the high degree of mechanisation possible
on the flat land, giving the north Queensiand producers
much greater efliciency of production than their
southern counterparts. The crash in the beel’ market
during the 1970s has also played its part with several
graziers planting bananas or releasing tand by lease
agreement.

Location

The industry in north Queenstand is centred in a
geographically compact arca on the ¢oastal strip from
Cardwell (18°20° S) north to Inmsfal (17°30°5) (Figure
i). Two-thirds of the bananas are grown in the Tully,
Kennedy and Murray River valleys while the
remainder arc grown on undulating country at Mission
Beach and East Palmerston (Figure 2).

Soils

The region has five types of soil on which bananas are
grown. Basaltic soils (krasnozems) are located in the
Misson Beach and East Palmersion arcas. Metamorphic
soils {red-brown clay loams) are mainly utilised in the
Mission Beach area. These two soil types are 1n
undulating couniry and are subject to serious sheet
erosion. The two alluvial soils in the Tully area are
Tully Scrub (clay} and Black Forest (silty clay).
Granitic alluvial soils {clays—-sandy loams) are located
in the Kennedy and Murray River valleys. These three
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Figure 2. North Quesnsland banane growing areas.

Figure 1. Location of north Queenstand banana industry.
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