
Sweet corn information kit
Reprint – information current in 2005

REPRINT INFORMATION – PLEASE READ!
For updated information please call 13 25 23 or visit the website www.deedi.qld.gov.au

This publication has been reprinted as a digital book without any changes to the content published in 2005. We advise 
readers to take particular note of the areas most likely to be out-of-date and so requiring further research:

•	Chemical recommendations—check with an agronomist or Infopest www.infopest.qld.gov.au
•	Financial information—costs and returns listed in this publication are out of date. Please contact an adviser or 

industry body to assist with identifying more current figures.
•	Varieties—new varieties are likely to be available and some older varieties may no longer be recommended. Check 

with an agronomist, call the Business Information Centre on 13 25 23, visit our website www.deedi.qld.gov.au or 
contact the industry body.

•	Contacts—many of the contact details may have changed and there could be several new contacts available. The 
industry organisation may be able to assist you to find the information or services you require.

•	Organisation names—most government agencies referred to in this publication have had name changes. Contact 
the Business Information Centre on 13 25 23 or the industry organisation to find out the current name and 
contact details for these agencies.  

•	Additional information—many other sources of information are now available for each crop. Contact an 
agronomist, Business Information Centre on 13 25 23 or the industry organisation for other suggested reading. 

Even with these limitations we believe this information kit provides important and valuable information for intending 
and existing growers.

This publication was last revised in 2005. The information is not current and the accuracy of the information 
cannot be guaranteed by the State of Queensland.

This information has been made available to assist users to identify issues involved in sweet corn production. This 
information is not to be used or relied upon by users for any purpose which may expose the user or any other person to 
loss or damage. Users should conduct their own inquiries and rely on their own independent professional advice.

While every care has been taken in preparing this publication, the State of Queensland accepts no responsibility for 
decisions or actions taken as a result of any data, information, statement or advice, expressed or implied, contained in 
this publication.

www.deedi.qld.gov.au
http://www.dpi.qld.gov.au
http://www.deedi.qld.gov.au
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GROWING GUIDE: Sweet corn grower’s handbook

GUIDESGUIDESGUIDESGUIDESGUIDES
Handy

The Chemical Handy Guide lists common pests and diseases of sweet
corn and the chemicals registered for their control. Withholding
periods are indicated for individual chemicals.

The Chemical Trade Name Handy Guide lists the trade name and the
registration status in the different states of Australia of chemicals
mentioned in the Chemical Handy Guide.

These registrations are current in April 2005, but are subject to
continuous change.  Always check the label before use. Updated
information on registrations can be obtained from your chemical
supplier, Infopest or the Australian Pesticide and Veterinary Medi-
cines Authority (APVMA).

The Crop Management Handy Guide is intedned as a quick reference
to the important objectives and actions required at easily identified
stages of the crop.

Disclaimer

This is a guide only. The product label is the
official authority—use it to confirm all data
relating to use of a chemical. In no event
shall the authors or their respective organi-
sations be liable for any damages whatso-
ever resulting from use of the data in this
handy guide.
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ingredient

Chemical  handy guide for sweet corn pests

Bacillus thuringiensis var,
kurstakitk (Btk)

fatty acid – K salt

Helicoverpa NPV (armigera)

Helicoverpa NPV (zea)

spinosad

sulfur

methomyl

paraffinic oil

petroleum oil

pyrethrins  +
piperonyl butoxide

permethrin 40:60

trichlorfon

carbaryl

deltamethrin

alpha-cypermethrin

cypermethrin

dicofol

dimethoate

endosulfan

esfenvalerate

propargite

thiodicarb

parathion-methyl

diazinon

chlorpyrifos

chlorpyrifos (Qld permit)

terbufos

imidacloprid
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Disclaimer:Disclaimer:Disclaimer:Disclaimer:Disclaimer: This is a guide only. The product label is the
official authority—use it to confirm all data relating to
use of a chemical. In no event shall the authors or their
respective organisations be liable for any damages
whatsoever resulting from use of the data in this handy
guide.

nr = not required; na = not applicable; sl = see label
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�    indicates that a trade product containing the active
ingredient is registered or under an APVMA permit in atin atin atin atin at
least one state or territory.least one state or territory.least one state or territory.least one state or territory.least one state or territory. For a list of trade products
and their registration in all states see the Chemical trade
name handy guide.

ALWAYS check the label before use, follow the
directions and wear protective clothing.

Note that different trade products can have
different withholding periods.

Note: treated seed is not suitable for
consumption by people or livestock.
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Chemical  handy guide for sweet corn diseases

Boil smut �

Damping off �

Head smut �

Java downy mildew �

Nematodes �

Rust � �

Seed decay �

Seedling blight/rot �

Turcicum leaf blight �
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(seed c(seed c(seed c(seed c(seed crrrrropopopopopsssss on on on on only)ly)ly)ly)ly)

Chemical use in Victoria
Regulations governing chemical use in Victo-
ria differ to some extent from those applying
in other states. For the use of Schedule 7
Chemicals or ‘Restricted Chemicals’ an Agri-
culture Chemical Users Permit (ACUP) is re-
quired and the use of these chemicals must be
strictly in accordance with label directions
and records of use must be made and kept.

‘Off-label’ use is when an agricultural chemi-
cal product (not a schedule 7 or restricted
chemical) is not used strictly in accordance
with label directions. All aspects of such off-
label use are the users responsibility includ-
ing residue controls, environmental safe-
guards, occupational health and safety and
animal welfare. It is unlikely that chemicals
used off-label are covered by the manufactur-
ers warranty.

Chemicals must not be used unless a permit
has been issued by the AVPMA, if they are:

• unregistered;

• used at a rate higher than the maximum
application rates as stated for use on the
label;

• at intervals more frequent than the inter-
vals for use on the label;

• in a manner or for a purpose if the label
specifically states that it must not be used
in that manner or for that purpose.
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Chapter 6264

Pre-plant Planting to Tasselling to End of silking After harvest
tasselling end of silking to harvest

Crop management handy guide

Time from planting up to 66 days 48 – 85 days 60 – 103 days

Time for each stage 35 – 66 days 13 – 20 days 12 – 18 days

Management
objectives

Well-prepared moist
soil, free of soil insect
pests, and with no
pest host plants
around the block.

Establish a uniform
stand of healthy
plants.
Maintain plant health
and control pests,
particularly
leafhoppers.
Maintain moisture
levels.

Maintain plant health
and control pests,
particularly heliothis.
Maintain moisture
levels. DO NOT allow
plants to stress.

Maintain plant health
and control pests.
Maintain moisture
levels. DO NOT allow
plants to stress.

Clean up the field to
prevent pest,
disease and weed
problems in future
crops.

Weed control Do not allow weeds to
seed.

Control weeds,
cultivate and/or apply
herbicide.

Rogue out large
weeds before they
seed.

Rogue out large
weeds before they
seed.

Do not allow weeds
to seed.

Pest and
disease control

Ensure all plant
residue has broken
down.
Check for soil insect
pests.
Calibrate spray
equipment.

Monitor for and
control cutworm,
wireworm, aphids,
armyworms, heliothis,
mites and
planthoppers.
Control leafhoppers
to prevent wallaby
ear.
Spray to control
diseases if indicated
by monitoring and
weather conditions.

Monitor for pests and
diseases.
Control aphids,
armyworms, heliothis,
mites, sorghum head
caterpillar and thrips.
Spray to control
diseases if indicated
by monitoring and
weather conditions.

Monitor for pests and
diseases.
Control aphids,
heliothis, mites and
thrips.
Spray to control
diseases if indicated
by monitoring and
weather conditions.

Remove drip tape, if
used, and then
cultivate in crop
residue.

Plant nutrition Apply lime or
dolomite if required.
Apply basal fertiliser,
this may also be done
at planting.

Monitor plant nutrient
levels with sap tests.
Apply trace elements
and side-dressing
fertiliser if necessary.

All side-dressings and
foliar nutrients should
have been applied
before tasselling.

Irrigation Ensure soil is moist
for planting.
Lay drip tape, unless
laid when planting.

Plant into moist soil.
Keep soil moist until
plants are well
established.
Install tensiometers in
pairs, at 20 cm and
60 cm, one pair per
block or 5 ha. Irrigate
when tensiometers
reach 40 – 60
centibars, depending
on soil type.

Good water
management is
critical through this
period.
Maintain even soil
moisture. Irrigate
when tensiometers
reach 35 – 50
centibars, depending
on soil type.

Good water
management is
critical through this
period.
Maintain even soil
moisture. Irrigate
when tensiometers
reach 35 – 50
centibars, depending
on soil type.

Remove drip tape,
if used.


