
Onion information kit
Reprint – information current in 1997

REPRINT INFORMATION – PLEASE READ!
For updated information please call 13 25 23 or visit the website www.deedi.qld.gov.au

This publication has been reprinted as a digital book without any changes to the content published in 1997. We advise 
readers to take particular note of the areas most likely to be out-of-date and so requiring further research:

•	Chemical recommendations—check with an agronomist or Infopest www.infopest.qld.gov.au
•	Financial information—costs and returns listed in this publication are out of date. Please contact an adviser or 

industry body to assist with identifying more current figures.
•	Varieties—new varieties are likely to be available and some older varieties may no longer be recommended. Check 

with an agronomist, call the Business Information Centre on 13 25 23, visit our website www.deedi.qld.gov.au or 
contact the industry body.

•	Contacts—many of the contact details may have changed and there could be several new contacts available. The 
industry organisation may be able to assist you to find the information or services you require.

•	Organisation names—most government agencies referred to in this publication have had name changes. Contact 
the Business Information Centre on 13 25 23 or the industry organisation to find out the current name and 
contact details for these agencies.  

•	Additional information—many other sources of information are now available for each crop. Contact an 
agronomist, Business Information Centre on 13 25 23 or the industry organisation for other suggested reading. 

Even with these limitations we believe this information kit provides important and valuable information for intending 
and existing growers.

This publication was last revised in 1997. The information is not current and the accuracy of the information 
cannot be guaranteed by the State of Queensland.

This information has been made available to assist users to identify issues involved in onion production. This information 
is not to be used or relied upon by users for any purpose which may expose the user or any other person to loss or 
damage. Users should conduct their own inquiries and rely on their own independent professional advice.

While every care has been taken in preparing this publication, the State of Queensland accepts no responsibility for 
decisions or actions taken as a result of any data, information, statement or advice, expressed or implied, contained in 
this publication.

www.deedi.qld.gov.au
http://www.dpi.qld.gov.au
http://www.deedi.qld.gov.au


W
at

er
in

g

P
re

-p
la

n
t

P
la

n
ti

n
g

 t
o

 e
m

er
g

en
ce

 
(h

oo
k 

le
af

)
T

h
ir

d
 le

af
  t

o
 b

u
lb

in
g

 
(t

hi
rd

 to
 s

ev
en

th
 o

r 
ei

gh
th

 le
af

)
B

u
lb

in
g

 t
o

 m
at

u
ri

ty
 

(e
ig

ht
h 

le
af

 to
 8

0%
 o

f l
ea

ve
s 

do
w

n)

C
on

tr
ol

 c
ut

w
or

m
, a

nd
 

ar
m

yw
or

m
. 

C
on

tr
ol

 w
hi

te
 r

ot

A
ft

er
 h

ar
ve

st

H
A

N
D

Y
 G

U
ID

E
C

ro
p 

P
ro

du
ct

io
n

10
 d

ay
s

55
 d

ay
s

26
 d

ay
s

A
pp

ly
 p

re
-e

m
er

ge
nt

 
he

rb
ic

id
e.

D
on

’t 
le

t w
ee

ds
 

se
ed

.

E
ns

ur
e 

al
l c

ro
p 

re
si

du
e 

ha
s 

br
o-

ke
n 

do
w

n.

A
pp

ly
 li

m
e 

or
 

do
lo

m
ite

  
(if

 r
eq

ui
re

d)
.

A
pp

ly
 p

re
-p

la
nt

 
fe

rt
ili

se
r.

W
ee

d
 c

o
n

tr
o

l

P
es

t 
an

d
 

d
is

ea
se

 
co

n
tr

o
l

P
la

n
t 

n
u

tr
it

io
n

Ju
ly

 1
99

7

H
an

d
y 

G
u

id
e 

2

T
im

e 
fr

o
m

 
p

la
n

ti
n

g

E
m

er
g

en
ce

 t
o

 t
h

ir
d

 le
af

 
(h

oo
k 

le
af

 to
 th

ird
 le

af
)

70
 d

ay
s

D
u

ra
ti

o
n

 o
f 

ea
ch

 s
ta

g
e

0 
– 

10
 d

ay
s

38
 –

 9
3 

da
ys

11
 –

 3
7 

da
ys

94
 –

 1
64

 d
ay

s

C
he

ck
 fo

r 
on

io
n 

th
rip

s.
 

S
pr

ay
 a

s 
ne

ce
ss

ar
y.

C
on

tr
ol

 w
hi

te
 r

ot
.

K
ee

p 
so

il 
su

rf
ac

e 
m

oi
st

.

A
pp

ly
 1

2 
to

 2
5 

m
m

 a
fte

r 
pl

an
tin

g 
an

d 
ap

pl
yi

ng
 h

er
bi

-
ci

de
 a

nd
 w

hi
te

 r
ot

 c
on

tr
ol

.

K
ee

p 
so

il 
su

rf
ac

e 
m

oi
st

.

K
ee

p 
so

il 
su

rf
ac

e 
m

oi
st

.

C
on

tr
ol

 w
ee

ds
. C

ul
tiv

at
e,

 c
hi

p 
or

 a
pp

ly
 

po
st

-e
m

er
ge

nt
 h

er
bi

ci
de

s.

S
pr

ay
 a

 p
ro

te
ct

an
t f

un
gi

ci
de

 e
ve

ry
 7

 to
 1

0 
da

ys
 

to
 c

on
tr

ol
 d

ow
ny

 m
ild

ew
.

In
cl

ud
e 

a 
sy

st
em

ic
 c

he
m

ic
al

 fo
r 

tw
o 

sp
ra

ys
 if

 
th

er
e 

is
 h

ea
vy

 d
ew

 o
r 

ra
in

.

C
he

ck
 fo

r 
an

d 
sp

ra
y 

fo
r 

on
io

n 
th

rip
s.

 C
on

tr
ol

 
w

hi
te

 r
ot

.

D
o 

a 
le

af
 a

na
ly

si
s.

A
pp

ly
 a

ll 
po

st
-p

la
nt

 fe
rt

ili
se

r.

A
pp

ly
 s

id
e 

dr
es

si
ng

s 
as

 r
eq

ui
re

d.

D
o 

no
t e

xc
ee

d 
50

 k
g/

ha
 o

f n
itr

og
en

.

A
pp

ly
 tr

ac
e 

el
em

en
ts

 if
 r

eq
ui

re
d.

In
st

al
l t

en
si

om
et

er
s 

in
 p

ai
rs

.

Ir
rig

at
e 

at
 3

0 
to

 4
0 

ce
nt

ib
ar

s 
on

 te
ns

io
m

et
er

s,
 

ap
pl

y 
15

 to
 2

0 
m

m
.

R
em

ov
e 

la
rg

e 
w

ee
ds

 b
y 

ha
nd

.

C
on

tr
ol

 d
ow

ny
 m

ild
ew

 a
nd

 p
ur

pl
e 

bl
ot

ch
.

 C
he

ck
 fo

r 
on

io
n 

th
rip

s.
 

S
pr

ay
 a

s 
ne

ce
ss

ar
y.

 

Ir
rig

at
e 

at
 4

0 
to

 5
0 

ce
nt

ib
ar

s.
 

A
pp

ly
 h

ea
vi

er
 a

pp
lic

at
io

ns
 (

20
 to

 3
5 

m
m

) 
le

ss
 fr

eq
ue

nt
ly

.

D
on

’t 
le

t w
ee

ds
 

se
ed

C
ul

tiv
at

e 
in

-c
ro

p 
re

si
du

e



H
A

N
D

Y
 G

U
ID

E
P

ro
bl

em
 S

ol
ve

r
Ju

ly
 1

99
7

S
A

F
E

T
Y

F
IR

S
T

R
ea

d 
th

e 
la

be
l

Fo
llo

w
 th

e 
di

re
ct

io
ns

W
ea

r p
ro

te
ct

iv
e 

cl
ot

hi
ng

� In
di

ca
te

s 
th

at
 a

t l
ea

st
 o

ne
 

o
f 

th
e

 t
ra

d
e

 p
ro

d
u

ct
s 

is
 

re
g

is
te

re
d

 f
o

r 
th

a
t 

u
se

. 
C

h
e

ck
 t

h
e

 l
a

b
e

l 
b

e
fo

re
 

us
e.

� In
d

ic
a

te
s 

th
e

 p
re

fe
rr

e
d 

ch
o

ic
e

/s
 o

f 
th

e
 a

u
th

o
rs

, 
c

o
n

s
id

e
ri

n
g

 e
ff

e
c

ti
v

e
-

n
e

ss
 a

nd
 e

nv
ir

on
m

en
ta

l 
im

pa
ct

s.

W
it

h
h

o
ld

in
g

 
p

er
io

d
 (

d
ay

s)Active ingredient: Trade names

H
an

dy
 G

ui
de

 1

A
ph

id
s

C
ric

ke
ts

C
ut

w
or

m
D

am
pi

ng
-o

ff

D
ow

ny
 m

ild
ew

E
ar

w
ig

s

F
al

se
 w

ire
w

or
m

s
G

re
en

 v
eg

et
ab

le
 b

ug

Ja
ss

id
s

M
ite

s

N
em

at
od

es
O

ni
on

 m
ag

go
t

O
ni

on
 th

rip
s

P
ur

pl
e 

bl
ot

ch

R
ut

he
rg

le
n 

bu
g

S
ee

dh
ar

ve
st

in
g 

an
ts

S
pi

de
r 

m
ite

s
S

to
ra

ge
 r

ot

T
hr

ip
s

W
hi

te
 r

ot

W
in

gl
es

s 
gr

as
sh

op
pe

r

chlorpyrifos (bait): Chlorfos, Chlorpyrifos, 
Cyren, Iban, Lorsban, Pirifoz

chlorpyrifos (spray): Chlorfos, Chlorpyrifos, 
Cyren, Iban, Lorsban, Pirifoz, Pyrinex 

copper hydroxide: Blue Barrier, Blue Shield, 
Champion, Coppit-oh, Kocide

copper oxychloride: Coppox

carbaryl: Bugmaster Flowable, Carbaryl, 
Carbaryl Flowable

trichlorfon: Lepidex

benalaxyl + mancozeb: Galben M

chlorothalonil: Chlorothalonil, Fung-o-nil

copper oxychloride + zineb: Copperneb

dimethoate: Danadim, Dimethoate, Perfek-
thion, Rogor, Rogor Diostop, Roxion, Sabo-
teur

dimethomorph + mancozeb: Acrobat MZ

endosulfan: 350 EC Bar Insecticide, Endosul-
fan, Thiodan

mancozeb + metalaxyl: Ridomil MZ 680, 
Ridomil MZ 720

mancozeb + oxadixyl: Recoil

mancozeb: Bryzeb, Dithane, Mancozeb, Man-
zate, Penncozeb 

methidathion: Supracide, Suprathion

propargite: Omite

zineb: Cyneb, Zineb

chlorothalonil: Bravo 500, Bravo 720, Rover

diazinon: Diazinon, Gesapon

omethoate: Folimat

oxadixyl + propineb: Fruvit

propineb: Antracol

thiometin: Ekatin

procymidone: Sumisclex

phorate: Phorate 100, Phorate 200, Thimet 
100G, Umet 100 G

fenamiphos: Nemacur 400

chlorpyrifos (seed treatment):  
Lorsban 500 W, Strike-Out Seed Dressing

dicloran (seed treatment): off label use

metalaxyl (seed treatment): off label use

thiram (seed treatment): off label use
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