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T m  Boxus QUESTIOX. 
A eoilsidcra1)lc ainount of ~~~iseoi iecpt io l~  lias gaincd ground a s  to the amount 

of asskl:a.i~ec this inrlustry has obtained I J ~  bonus fro111 the public, treasury. It is 
frcqucutly assertcd that  as  s o o ~ ~  as  the bonus provisio~ls lapscd thc intiustry collapsed. 
Nothing of the kind' occurred, for  t l ~ c  vcry sound reasou tha t  the bonus prorisious of 
$5 per bale cxportcd 11ad ceased to opcrate long beforc cottou gron-in$ TWS iliscou- 
tinucd. Wc found tlint w11e11 the v d u c  of cotton was cqual to x l ~ a s  i t  has been 
during the last fifteen ycars the profits accruing wcre sstisfaetory, but a drop to s 
penny per lh. for  raw 'cotton in sccd was la . rae1~ a non-paying proposition; hence, 
f a r~nc r s  s]~ct:d'jly lcFt ofP growing the CI,OJI. I-Io\\-cvcr, the bouus lmitl, bciug iu the 
for111 of e lalid orrlor tu tlw y~wlucer of the cotton, llad, i~ltlirectly, a benefiejal 
effcrt on Ulb e l m  scttlmcnt of what am now VIC most prospcrousfarrni~lg districts 
of Sontlmm Quoomlnd. 

Eridcnac of tLi nray In ~ r m  by any ttarcllcr t l~rough the Logan, .k7assifern, and 
Rosc\rood firrming centre5 &~i! OM r c d k s  the value of diversified fanning, and 
small holdiuga iutnishiup a Lam population with a. profita1)le rncuns of Iircliliood. 

Most d those nn?m waro selected hr farmers who, for  their soils, utilised tllc 
huua  I m d  onlcr to takQ up l~orueqtuds from furtg to eighty acrcs, auti those 
diatrlets arc stutWed ro-dul; with mmhrti~l~la l m n m  m d  far111 plots, due largely to 
thc hpFtus  $!il'm~ to t l lh  t B Ires* fvrm of Ilomc-lnekin:: by t l ~ c  ut.ility of the eottou 
plant as  the factor in closer settlement. 

Ilundrcds of f n r ~ ~ l e r s  grew eoiton in t11:~t pcl~ioii after  the l:~psc of the 1)ouus; 
benec, nlucl~ of w l ~ a t  is snnnised a s  to the cllcet of' t l ~ c  bonus lapsc is cut-ircly 
inytllieal. 

When ;I wviwl  of tllo ind~str!- O C C U ~ . ~ C C ~  r21.mut t l ~ c  year 1S90, clue to the u~lselfish 
efforts of the farmers :iud increailiile conlruunity in I p s ~ i c h ,  ~rllose ambition was to  
rcvivc tlw intlustry not only on gro\vcrs2 account but as relating t o  tcstile nlnno- 
faeturcs, :I furtl~cbr I~onus \r:ls sought for, and i ~ f t c r  much delay alitl ol,positio~i a, 
proviso was mad'(! 11y the 1icgislatu1.c that  on the m:u~ufaciurc oi' five i11ons:uld 
pounds' worth of calico or othcr eotton fnbries. t l ~ c  moncy \ronlil be p:~.iid. This 
regulation prompted thosc intcrest:?tl in the intiustry to estal)lisl~ the Ql~ccl~sland 
Cotton I\ l .a~~niacturing C ~ I I I ~ ~ I I J . ,  \vliic:li, after  nr11c11 effort, was c.:~l)it;~liscd to ;L \-cry 
insutIicicnt amount a d  started opcratioi~s a t  Eas t  Ipswich. 

After a strugglc f o i  about years, tlic company ecased ollcratious owiqg to 
i~lsutiieicnt c:~l)ital, hut primarily to the nl)n.tli~ displayed hg- tlic Gloveri~~uent theu 
in pon-cr, in not safeguarding tbc intcrcsbs of tbe compally hy carrying out ta r iE 
regula t io~~s  provided by the Cuaton~s Act. This call be best esplaiued by a brief 
cliscursi~c s1.:1tcin(:11t of f x l .  WIG d i~wto r s ,  ;&er somc inquii~y :*lid tcsts, tliAseovercd 
tha t  a line of 111anafnc:turc hcst aud iuost profitable for  the eompeny's activities 
rclatcd to tlic irralting of Turkisli m d  I I O I I C ~ C O ~ I )  to\vcls. T l ~ c  ncccssary machines 
wcrc cxl)ressly imported fwrn E~iglaud to 1)erfonll this work, tlrc incentive 1)ciug a 
duty of 35 per cent. on this class of goods, as  against a free tariff, or a t  inost; 5 per 
ecnt., 011 the otllcr articles nli~clc in tlic fact-ory, which for  tllc most part  eon~prised 
narrow ealicocs, broad sliccting, twills, ccllular cloth, butter aud  elicesc cloths; a11 of 
snpcrio~: cscellc~~ec, \\-11ich spccdily caught the a t t e i l t i o~~  of thc local trading llouses. 

Our enterprise in n~ak ing  thcse to\\-els was, f o r  a, period, eminently sueecssful, 
until inq~ortci~s of eot.ton tcstilc goods iu t-Ire Stat-c found t l ~ a t  by irn]x)rti~i.r t o \~c l s  
in I~olts, the selvage being ~iucut,  thcy wc1.c c:lassecl as yiccc goods and i~i1111itt~ii duty 
frcc. 'Phis proved the W:lterJuo of our tcxtilc mnnofaeturing a t  Ip~\-\.i(!h? and froin 
that time the plant 11ns bwn largely scr;~p iron. 

I Iiavc cinl)hasiscd this fcaturc of our nm~ufactur ing eutcrprise in ordcr to 
eorrcet a false iinpression tha t  tlic eottou growing and ~~ianufactur ing industry failed 
by il~llcrcnt ceoiion~ie conditions adversc to t l ~ c  cntcrprise rather thali tlwsc which 
could. 11y a little 1)usincss aclullcii :und s ~ . ~ ~ ~ p a t l i c t i c  trentmcnt, h:~.vc been enl-imly 
avoided, and a useful ii~cliistrg bc coutinued, particularly as eeoi~oulic eonditioi~s 11aw 
inlprovecl in rclation to t.liis p r s n i t .  

THE LABOUR -~sPECT OF COTTON QROWIXG. 
Pcrhaps no miseoneeption has takcn a. grcater hold on the 1ninc1 of the comn~unity 

t h m ~  tho idcn that  cottoll pl.owing is nntl luust be assoeintc(2 wit11 cheap labour, be it 
eoloured or wlritc. 

It i s  aninently true tha t  nluch fihrc is  growll nuder condit.ioos &here the eost of 
labour is low; nercrtl~elcss, i t  is easy to demonstrate that  lowpriccd labour is  often 
eostlp, a s  cvidcuced in the cotton industry else\\-l~cre. This aspect. freqnently conlcs 
under obscrration, and is instai~ccd in t l ~ c  el~sractcr of the coloured niau in partieular, 
who is hcld to be thc esn~nple, pco. czcellence, of cheap labour. 




















































































