Vor. XVII. ‘ APRIL, 1922. PaRT 4.

DAIRY CONFERENCE.

Advisory Board Appointed.

Organisation of the Agricultural Industry.

““That an advisory board for the dairying industry of Queensland
be appointed by this Conference ; such board to have a provisional tenure of
office not exceeding one year pending the constitution of a general counecil
of agriculture, distriet councils, and loecal producers’ associations.

‘¢ That the objects of the advisory board include the following :—

(a) To eonsider the question of investigating, in eonjunction with the
Department of Agriculture and Stock, the problems relating to
the dairying indusfry of this State ;

{b) To investigate the methods of production, manufacture, marketing,
storage, and distribution of dairy produce ;

(e) To eonsider the guestion of the establishment of pools for dairy
produce ;

(d) To consider the question of the co-crdination of the activities of
existing co-operative companies ;

{e) To consider the question of the improvement of the productiveness
of the individual dairy herds by general application of systematic
herd testing or any other efficacious means ;

(f) To consider the question of the purchase of all factory and farm
requisites through co-operative channels ;

(g) To consider the question of fodder conservation ;

{h) To consider the question of extending the benefits of the Co-
operative Agricultural Production and Advances to Farmers Act,
or any other means for the establishment of rural credit.

“* That this Conference approves of the scheme of organisation outlined
by the Premier, and is of opinion that necessary action be taken to bring the
scheme into operation at onece,”’

The foregoing resolutions were unanimously adopted on 24th March at

one of the most important gatherings of primary producers in the history of
the State.
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A NOTABLE GATHERING.

A conference of representatives of dairying interests within the State,
convened by the Premier, the Hon. 1. (. Theodore, was held in the Land Court
Room, Iixecutive Building, Brishbane, on 24th March, 1922,

The gathering was one of the most notable in the history of Queensland,
and its decisions are of first importance to all engaged in rural pursuits.
Following is a full report of the Conference.

The proceedings were opened by His Excellency the Governor, the Right
Hon. Sir Matthew Nathan, G.C.M.G. The Minister for Agriculture (the Hon.
W. N. Gillies, M.I.A.) presided, and with him on the platform was the Premier
(Hon. E. G. Theodore, M.LLA.).

The delegates and interests represented were—

Present :
Secretary for Agriculture (Hon, W. N. GILLIES, M.L.2A.), Chairman. /
The Premier (Hon. E. G. THEODORE, M.L.A.)

BUTTER TACTORIES.

Atherton Tableland Co-operative Butter Company .. S’LOhN, W.J,
Bundaberg Co-operative Dairy Company o ETTE:;]?EM};‘J ]
CUaboolture Co-opemtive. Dairy Company ggﬁg?%_ﬁ‘]i‘;,l
Central Queensland Co-operative Dairy Co., Rockhampton PrITcHARD, B, G
Central Queensland D:l.ifymen 8 Oo—opm'aﬁve Company ﬁfﬁg&{f,@ i
Chinchilla Co-operative Dairying Company .. - i %‘{ﬁg—ﬁi” \]7:\[" 5
Dawson Valley Co-operative Dairy Company {?}’fﬁ’s{}l\‘, 8. D.
Downs Co-operative Dairy Company Jg;zggfif,r F A,

Morwoon, H.
Esk Co-operative Dairy Company g‘éﬁiﬁ;‘f:ﬁg

Farmers and Producers’ Co-operative Dairy Company, CONAGHAN,T.

% .
Rockhampton DagcomMsr, LEWIS

s epomite. Daing fompary T i ‘7 i EmmemO.

Kin Kin Co-operative Dairy Company = 34 W MGIT)S:;?:{E, sy

Logan and Albert Co-operative Dairy Company .. L& P]glét;g?;fg;r.’TEs'.FLwD

Maleny Co-operative Dairy Company i s s :gggg:?(’ji\g

' ALQORN, J.

Maryborongh Co-operative Dairy Company .. R s EE:E;E% ]G] R.
WicraN, J, 8.

Nans.ngn' Co_-operative Dairy Company . =N . mﬁgi’L%M' B

Oakey District Co-operative Dairy Company n “+  GRAY, A. C.’ >
DEARLING, —,

Port Curtis Co-operative Dairy Company ; g‘;:;f%a, J- H;

Queensland Farmers’ Co-operative Dairy Company ‘Bom‘:ﬂz‘I PENDER, J
' il

SreveNs, H. M.
F1sHER, A. E.

Rockhampton Distriet Co-cperative Dairy Company ++  Nuorrann, J. W,
Roma Co-operative Dairy Company .. i o % g;ﬁf}é;-:fr R.
Wirror, BE. W.

Bouth Burnett Co-operative Dairy Company 2% .. Harriny, W.8.
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South Queensland Co- -operative Dairy Company .. «+ WINKETT, W. G.
Stanley River Co-operative Dairy Company .. s .. CArsmipiNg, H,
BaTEMAN, CHAS,
Terrors Creek and Samson Vale Co-operative Da.uy Co. Rupp, B,
Warwick Co-operative Butter and Dairy Company . : BUGKLEY JAS.

‘Wide Bay Co-operative Dairy Company i i .. Brrrs, T. ‘B,
PARkYN, R. B,

CHEESE FACTORIES.

Biddeston Co-operative Dairy Company P ire .. ANDERSON, H, T.
Larrie, W. H,
Cambooya Dairy Company ., s .e «. DBUCHANAN,B, B,
BErRY, JAMES
Cooranga North Co-operative Cheese Company .. .. Hoeemgr N, C.
Dundarrah Co-operative Cheese Company .. - .. MarsuaLn, JoHN
Emu Creek Co-operative Dairy Company . o .. Tromas, C.
Felton Co-operative Dairy Company, Limited e .. Frrzeerarp, E.
GAULD, I,
Gowrie Junetion Cheese Factory o 5 w4 .. Hircmoock, C. M,
Greenmount Dairy Company .. i o i .. BERMINGHAM, P, W.
STRICKLAND, P. L,
Irongate Co-operative Dairy Company i i .« Brapy, T,
Kaimkillenbun Co-operative Cheese Compan 3 & .. SEERMAN,P,J.
Kooroongarra Co-operative Dairy Company . 1 PR 15 ¢ o o
Parerson, 8, L.
Lauriston Co-operative Dairy Company = - .. BreHN, F. G,
Leyburn Dairy Company - .. Kirey, RIcHARD D.
MacLagan Valley Co- operatwe Dau-y Comp:my - .. CoLg, 1.
REED, J,
Malling Creek Co-operative Factory .. s s .. Haxsew, M. P.
Memeramhi Co-operative Cheese Company .. i .. SHAILER, W,
Mount Sibley Co-operative Dairy Company .. iy .. BELLINGHAM, WM. TR
. PrrErs, C,
Mount Tyson Farmers’ Co-operative Dairy Company .. BTOWER, R.J,
: MeInryre, C.
RunLe, P.
Pittsworth Dairy Company .. - " w« JSEEFER, H.
Rocky Creek Co-operative Dairy Cumpsmy s - .. FrencH, T,
MeCunLovem, R.
Rodger’s Orecek Cheese Factory i i o .. PrnTECOsT, H, L.
Southbrook Co-operative Dairy Oampany i e .. O’Bmza,D. G.
Sugarloaf Co-operative Dairy Company sk i .. FruyBERg, H,
Tummaville Co-operative Dairy Company .. i .. CRrockmr, RICHARD
Yargullen Co-operative Dairy Company o i .. PerErs, B,
GENERAL.
Angtralian Dairy Parmers’ Assoeciation i e .+ Powss, P, K.
Australian Dairymen’s Association .. 5y e .. Doueras, A, 8,
Brighane Butter Pool .. 3 “i e .. Krnso, W.
Cheese Manufacturers’ Association .. o .. PurcrLn, W.
Commonwealth Dairy Produce Pool Committee .. .+ (ALBRATTH, A, C,
Drillham .. g T v vor .. Nixon, A,
Farmers’ Alliance ' v s o ne WIG}':I'I‘ R.
Tassifern Distriet Couneil (Q. F.U. 3 (- ve s <. SHAW, ',
Gin Gin Dairymen’s Assoeciation ais ” i s GBOMARTY, J. B,
Gunalda .. ws i e Wi I .« CurranT, W. G.
‘“Tivestock Bulletin’’ . o8 i via “ .« Mavwarp, R, 8,
Maroon .. i = i & .. Rosm, 8.
Pinelands, via Crow’s Nest .. 3 yis Y, .- Apawms, J. 8.
‘‘Producers’ Review’? .. L .+ McAwarny, H.
Queensland Cheese Manufacturers’ Association .. .. TURRELL, E.
Queensland Co-operative Dairy Companies’ Association .. Tob, J, T,
Hargris, W, T.
Queensland Farmers’ Union . e «» AvsmtN, J. A,
Standard Dairy Comps.ny (Candnnsed Mﬂk) - -+« Brarrorp, B.
Toogoolawah Dairymen’s Association & -+ Norr, F. L., M\L.A.

Wyreema Mille Suppliers’ Association s i .. Burron, G.
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REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS.

THE GOVERNOR’S OPENING ADDRESS.

i The CHAIRMAN said he had great pleasure in calling on His Excellency
the Governor to welecome the delegates and formally open that important
Conference.

HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR (Sir MATTHEW NATHAN
¢.C.M.G.), who, on rising, was received with applause, said he had had the
pleasure of meeting some of the delegates before, but on oceasions less important
than the present one when they were going to discuss what seemed to him to be
the greatest factor in the future of Queensland. The problem that loomed above
all others in Australia was how to obtain a large virile population, and the
solution of that problem he believed to be in agriculture. Mining, other than
coal and iron, was never more than tempolaly, and though there might be—
indeed, he hoped there would be—a revival in the mining of Queensland, the
permanent prosperity of the country must have another basis. A very large
proportion of this eountry was fit for grazing but not for agriculture: therefore
they must keep their wool trade and must get back their beef trade. In the
fullness of time, no doubt, they should have secondary industries, but there was
little likelihood of their hemg able to compete with the produets of those industries
in the markets of the world, and they would have to succeed rather than to
precede any inerease in populatmn Tt was increased agrieulture alone that could
bring about closer settlement on which the safety and wellbeing of Australia
must depend. There was only one way in which such inerease could be brought
about, and that was by the work of farming being made profitable to the farmer.
(Hear, hear!) Undoubtedly he derived profit in body and character from living
the most healthy of lives, but he must have something more than that. He must
be able to gain from the hard work of his life sufficient to enable him to establish
a good home, to bring up a long family as they should be brought up, and
to secure for himself in old age, if not affluence, at any rate reasonable comfort
and wellbeing. (Hear, hear!)

The Farmer’s Business.

The farmer’s business, as, indeed, most other businesses that were not
wage-earning, was of a speculative nature. In agriculture that element was
introduced mainly by the waywardness of Nature, but with knowledge and
industry provision could be made to minimise if not to remove the effects
of drought, floods, pests, and diseases. This had to be done largely by the
efforts of the individual farmers; but there were other elements of uncertainty
that could be got over, and of success that could be achieved by the farmers
working together. Co-operation could reduce the diffieulfies arising from
fluctuations of particular markets and keep down the charges which accumu-
lated between the cow and the counter, the field and the factory. It could
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improve produce and so heighten its value; and it eould improve the
producers’ lives and so heighten their enjoyment of life. The Premier would
explain the lines on which those matters wonld be discussed. All he (His
Excelleney) could do was to appeal to those present to make the diseussion as
free, frank, and full as possible, so that it might be fruitful. He was sure that
the Government wished them to speak out their minds in all matters bearing
directly on the subject before them. They wanted to know the difficulties of the
farmers, not for polemical purposes but with a view to seeing how they could be
overcome, and the delegates present, in their turn, should each put forward his
case, not so much with a desire to make points in the argument as to arrive at
definite conclusions of which a practieal trial could be made. That would be a
great day if it led to some betterment in the lot of the man on the land and so
to new men going on to the land, taking advantage of natural conditions that
were as favourable to farming as any in the world. He had great pleasure in
welcoming those present and in declaring the Conference to be open. (Continued
applause.)

Vore or TEANKS TOo HI1s EXCELLENCY.

The CHATRMAN asked those present to carry a hearty vote of thanks
to His Excellency for that very fine speech of his and piece of good advice. He
was reminded while His Excellency was speaking of the day when he met His
Excelleney when he landed in Queensland. On that occasion he, as Minister for
Agriculture, felt a little bit disappointed, because in His Execellency’s first speech
at Parliament House he expressed regret that he did not possess the great know-
ledge of agriculture that his predecessors had possessed. It was not long, however,
before he learned that not only did His Excellency possess that knowledge of
agriculture, but that he was more sympathetic towards and more desirous of
benefiting agriculture than any of his predecessors had been, and therefore
he asked the delegates to carry a hearty and cordial vote of thanks for His
Excellency’s speech. -

(Carried with acelamation.)

THE POSITION OF THE DAIRYING INDUSTRY.

Address by the Minister for Agriculture,

The CHATRMAN (Hon. W. N. Gillies) : As Chairman of the Conference
he was not going to take up very much of their time, although there were many
things about which he would like to talk to them. First of all, he would like to
apologise for the hurried nature of the summons to the Conference. Unfortu-
nately, the furthest outposts of dairying in Queensland were not able to be
represented at the Conference—such as his own electorate, the Atherton Table-
land, which was an important dairying centre now and capable of great expan-
sion—because of the shortness of time and the distance away from Brisbane.
However, on looking round the room he thought the gathering was fairly repre-
sentative of the industry. e saw some of the great pioneers of the co-operative
movement before him, and he was sure that after all their work they counld exclaim
with the late Cecil Rhodes, who, on his deathbed, said, **So little done ; so much to
be accomplished.”” At that gathering they might very well ‘*Let the dead past
bury its dead’ and look to the future, but, in the words of the poet, ‘‘Act in
the living present.”” That was the great concern—the living present. Each
delegate had received a copy of the agenda paper and some of the resolutions
that were to be submitted to the Conference, and those resolutions he would like
them to look carefully through, because the matter was entirely in their own
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hands. That Conference was an important one. Tt was the first of a series
of Conferences that were to be held in connection with all branches of the
agricultural industry.

Necessity for Immediate Action,

The reason for calling the Dairy Conference so hurriedly was because
of the unfortunate position the industry found itself in at the present
time, and the Government wanted to take some immediate action that would
benefit the industry. However, his advice was to be certain that anything that
was settled was settled in the right way. Any immediate gain that was not right
was not likely to be good to the industry. The industry was a great one, and
capable of great expansion, and the foundations they laid to-day should be on
a solid and lasting basis. As one great poet had said, ‘‘Nothing is ever settled
unless it is settled right.”” Unless they settled their questions right they would
come up again. Ie hoped that they would be able to lay down the basis of a
system which would be of lasting benefit to the great dairying industry. He
wished to read the wire which had been sent out convening the Conference.
If the meeting was not representative, as he had just said, the blame eould
hardly be attached to any one, because the time was so short, and the Government
were urged to call the Conference straightaway, so as to try and solve some of
the problems in the dairying industry. The wire, which had been sent out to
all butter and cheese factories and condenseries in the State, read—

“You are invited to send two representatives your company one
to be a supplier to meet Premier and myself at Land Court Room
Ixecutive Buildings Brisbane Friday 24th Mareh, 10 a.m., discuss better
organisation of dairying industry with objeet improving producers’
position. Department pays railway fares. Please inform Under Secre-
tary early representatives’ names.”’

A paragraph was also inserted in the Press inviting representatives from all
recognised dairying associations. In response to that invitation there was a fairly
representative gathering present,

A Few Facts and Figures,

He thought he might be permitted, before calling on the Premier to
address the Conference on the general policy of the Government, to give a
few facts and figures regarding the dairying industry, which would be of
benefit not only to the industry itself but to the general public, as showing
the importance of the industry at the present time. The dairying industry
in Queensland might be said to be about 25 years of age, as it was ahbout
25 years since the industry took a real start in Queensland. In 1895 there
were manufactured in Queensland 34 million 1b. of butter, in 1910 312}
million Ib. of butter, and mn 1920 402 million lh. of butter. The production of
cheese during the same years amounted to 2 million 1b., 4 million 1b, and 11}
million 1b. respectively. During last year there were manufactured in Queens-
land 44 million 1b. condensed milk. That showed the strides that had been
made in the dairying industry in a quarter of a century. During the last
three years 674 per cent. of the butter and 75 per cent. of the cheese manufae-
tured in Queensland were consumed in Australia, showing the importance of
the industry to Australia, and that the industry at the present time largely
depended on the Australian public for a market. He sincerely hoped that
the dependence of the industry on the Australian public for a market would
be increased instead of deereased—that the public would come to Australia
to consume the butter, instead of it having to be sent overseas. With regard
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to butter, last year Queensland exported 654,623 hoxes of butter and New
South Wales 644,683 boxes, showing that last year Queensland exported more
than New South Wales. Vietoria exported 727,707 boxes of butter last year,
being slightly in the lead as regards Queensland, but it should be borne in
mind that Queensland supplied the Southern States in the winter months with
their local requirements. If a deduction were made on that account, he thought
it wonld be shown that Queensland was the biggest exporting State with regard
to butter. The value of the industry to-day was approximately 64 millions
sterling, showing that the great dairying industry, with all its drawbacks,
disadvantages, and handicaps, was chasing the sugar industry very eclosely.
‘While it must be reecognised that the industry has made phenomenal strides
within the early years of its history, it is also manifestly plain that the avenues
for further expansion are enormous, and the possibilities are that greater progress
will be made in the immediate future than has been achieved during former
years.

Better Organisation and Capable Control.

Better organisation and a more capable control and management of the
industry by those direetly concerned would result not only in the stabilisation
of the industry as it exists to-day, but it would provide the foundation for the
suecessful development of the industry upon many thousands of acres of suitable
lands, which, so far, have not been utilised for dairy purposes. The acreage of
land suitable and available for dairying in Queensland is far in excess of that
on offer by Southern States, where the industry has been longer established, and
most of the suitable lands are at present in use for dairy purposes. In the
Central distriet and on the Burnett watershed there are thousands of acres of
land which are classed as being serviceable for dairying purposes, and, although
two butter factories are supplied with eream raised upon the Atherton Tableland,
there is room in the far North for great expansion if the price is right. But
there are other channels whereby the produection of dairy produce may be
augmented, and the proceeds from the dairy farms appreciably enhaneed, with-
out adding to the acreage of the existing dairy farms or inereasing numerically
the dairy herds. The principal essentials are comprised in the better organisa-
tion of the industry from a producer’s standpoint, leading up to :—

(@) Improvement in methods of farm management and animal hus-
bandry.

(b) Improvement in productiveness of the individual dairy herds.
(¢) Improvement in quality of dairy produce raised on the farm.

(d) Reducing to a minimum the difference between the priece returned
to the producer of dairy produce and that charged to the
consumer.

Herd Testfing.

The several matters I have mentioned lay bare a field for increased revenue
for the producer that so far has not been exploited, but the matters enumerated
are of vital importance, and are to be viewed as constituting the foundation of
any effective scheme for the betterment of the industry as a whole, and by no
other means is it possible for the individual dairy farmer to derive any
substantial monetary benefit from the industry. Referring more specifically
to the need for improvement in the productiveness of mileh cows, he said
the Agrieultural Department had a system of herd testing which, in his opinion,
was a gond one. It might be benefited by the establishment of local herd testing
societies, as in New South Wales, but he had his doubts about that. If the
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Conference had any suggestions to make for improving the system of herd testing,
they would be very pleased to get them. They had approximately 448,000 cows
utilised for the production of milk in Queensland. Of that number 113,000
were returned as “‘dry.”” In all, more than 7,000 milch cows were submitted to a
test last year, and caleulated on a commercial butter basis the production of
dairy cows in Queensland worked out at about 106 1b. per cow.

The Example of Denmark.

It may not be fair to point to Denmark’s average of 400 1b., for they must
realise that Denmark was a very old country, with marketing advantages over
Queensland ; but some disadvantages also—elimatie conditions, cost of land, high
rents, and so on, But while not pointing to Denmark as something which we can
accomplish in Queensland, immediately it would be admitted by every practical
farmer that Queensland must inerease its average to more than 106 Ih. per cow
per annum. (Hear, hear!) That could be done with the co-operation of the
farmers and the Department. He had never once said that the Department of
Agriculture was doing half of what it should do; it should do a great deal more.
Any suggestions made by that Conference of practical men would, if possible, be
given effect to. Denmark 27 years ago started testing with a produection of 122
1b. per cow, and they had now got from 122 Ih. per cow to 400 Ib. per cow. If
they could inerease their output in Queensland from 106 1b. per cow to 212 1b.
per cow in a few years, they could imagine the effect it would have on the
industry and on their banking accounts. He hoped the time would come when,
ingtead of the Department having to enforce regulations which some of the
farmers considered objectionable with regard to dairy premises, the united
body of dairy farmers throughout Queensland would be able to tell the Depart-
ment, through their Central Advisory Board, what they wanted, and see that
such regulations were properly enforced. That was the position in Denmark.
There was no need for the State to do those things if the farmers would do them
themselves.

He wanted them to take particular notice of what the Premier said, and
he would suggest that, after the Premier had finished his speech, there should
be a limitation of time in regard to speeches, so as to secure expedition of
business, while not desiring to curtail debate. He did not care if they were here
for a week if they were doing gond business. (Applause.)

THE PREMIER’S SPEECH.

The PREMIER, who was received with applause, said it was not his
intention that morning to outline a party political programme. They wanted
to keep the conference as free as possible from party bias or party entangle-
ments. The Government wanted to express its attitude and opinions with regard
to what was necessary to meet the situation affecting the agrieultural industry,
and especially the dairying industry in Queensland. Agriculture was almost
stagnant at the present time, and had been so for years. There were literally
millions of acres of land in Queensland suitable for cultivation, er, at any rate,
close oeeupation by agriculturists, but there was no great development taking
place at the present time. He was well aware that there were certain factors
that had hampered agricultural development in recent years. The effect of
the war taking away a large number of young men from the community and
necessitating the concentration of effort upon other things for a number of
years, had prevented any normal development or extension of agricultural and
land settlement; and during the last two or three years trade depression and
financial stringency, and the aftermath of the war in respect to eredit deflation,
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had had the effect of preventing the launching of any large scheme for the
extension of agriculture. These faets had to be recognised in order to thoroughly
appreciate the present sitnation, but even allowing for all these factors it could
not be denied that the agricultural industry was not on a satisfactory footing.
The Government desired to see, as His Excellency had pointed out, a greatly
increased virile population in Queensland, and the best way to get that was to
get men to go on to the land and to inerease wealth production to provide the
means for the support of the additional population. (Hear, hear!) But it
was not to be wondered at that land settlement was proceeding slowly when one
realised the unsatisfactory conditions existing in the agricultural industry in
Queensland. While men who were on the land considered themselves mnot
sufficiently remunerated—while the people in rural districts considered them-
selves neglected, and there was a general atmosphere leading to the impression
that there was no encouragement for a man to go on the land—there would be
no great progress towards the extension of rural industries.

A Vital Necessity.

The Government had therefore recognised the vital necessity to this State
of taking fully into account the problems facing the agricultural industry, and by
giving intelligent consideration to those problems to endeavour to overcome them.
He was not saying that the policy which the Government outlined was a policy
which had been discovered by them alone. The Government did not wish to take
all the credit for originating the proposals that would be placed before the
Conference that day. For many years, others had recognised the necessity for
similar action; but the time had arrived when the farmers—the men mostly
concerned—ivere willing to accept Government co-operation and assistance, and
were willing themselves to co-operate with the Government in endeavouring to
solve the problems which were capable of solution. One of the diffieulties which
existed in connection with the agricultural industry—and in referring to
agriculturists he was not confining it to the cultivators of the soil alone—but he
was speaking of the industry in its broadest sense as embracing farmers, wheat-
growers, canegrowers, small graziers, and the whole body of general farmers in
this State. One of the things that had militateds against the solution of many
problems relating to farming had been the lack of organisation amongst the
farmers themselves. That lack of organisation—the lack of any common aim and
the absence of any common objective had Ied to the chaotic condition which must
neeessarily follow when they had one bhody of farmers pulling against another
body of farmers.

Absence of Organisation,

This absence of organisation had led to a condition of absolute
disorganisation amongst the farmers in various parts of the State. He
thought the situation was capable of being improved. So long as the
farmers recognised the necessity of associating amongst themselves and using
their combined foree and power and intelligence, they could solve, or be the
means of the solution of, many of the main problems that were facing the
industry to-day. There was at present a certain degree of organisation. He
wanted them to understand that he did not wish in any way to reflect on the
organisations that existed amongst the farmers at present, but unhappily hitherto
the organisation amongst the farmers had been the result of a desire to use
the farmers as a party political force. That, of course, was fatal to the success
of -any organisation amongst the primary producers. (Iear, hear!) He had
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recently outlined in a series of speeches below the Range and on the Downs what
lie thought might be accomplished by having an effective organisation amongst
the farmers, controlled by the farmers, and free of any party entanglements
whatever. (Hear, hear!)

The Case for Combination.

There should be an organisation amongst the farmers just the same
as they found organisations amongst other sections of the community.
They should have organisation amongst the farmers just as they had it
amongst the wage-earners and other bodies. The merchants were organised
through their various ehambers of commerce; the employers and manufacturers
were organised in their various associations; the bankers were organised, and
also the shipowners—in fact, nearly every section was organised except the
farmers themselves; and because of all this organisation elsewhere the farmer
had to a large extent been left in the lurch. The necessity then arose that the
farmer should organise for his own protection, in order to combat successfully
the organisation that was in existence elsewhere. (Hear, hear!) Organisation
was a sine qua non for the solution of many of the problems facing the agricul-
tural industry in Queensland to-day. ITe had no doubt that the general remarks
he made about the agriculturists in Queensland, and the need for organisation,
applied with equal foree to the agriculturists in other States, but in Queensland
they were concerned with their own affairs first, and they had to solve the
problem of organisation effectively and intelligently first, and then, as a result
of solving the problems in Queensland, no doubt they would be emulated else-
where, (Hear, hear!)

An Advisory Board.

He had read criticisms against an advisory board being established
in Queensland, beecause it would apply to Queensland alone and would not
affect the agrienlturists in other States. It was no reason that they should
refrain from taking aection just because they had to confine their efforts to
their own State. They must start somewhere. If they were able to prove
what the effects of organisation and close co-operation were, then no doubt the
other States would readily follow on the same lines and co-operate with them
and the whole of their organisation would be made effective throughout the
Commonwealth, There were a great many problems to be considered by the
farmers and in the interests of the farmers in this State. These problems were
more complex and in greater number than the problems facing any other industry
in this State or in any other class of business. Such problems might be classified
as social, economie, political, and educational, By political he did not mean
party political. There were a lot of problems relating to the welfare of the
farmers which required political attention apart from party politics. There
were many matters relating to the farmers which required legislative enactment
and administrative action, and it was in that sense that he referred to it as
political. He did not suggest that the farmers should eschew all political action
so far as their affairs were concerned. The farmers were interested politically
in many matters such as the settlement of the Customs tariff. They were
intensely interested in the details of the tariff; and they should be able to voice
their opinions on the tariff and suechlike matters. And, of course, in fheir
own party organisations the farmers should be able to enjoy as much freedom
of action in party political matters as any other citizen, but in the organisation
of the agricultural industry they should keep party politics out of it altogether.
(Hear, hear!)
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Fconomic Problems,

The economic problems were those which, for instance, pertained to
the grading and the standardisation of their products in order to meet with
the improved marketing conditions. Then there was the question of manufac-
ture of farm products into secondary products, the question of improved
methods of production, and of cold storage. The price fluctuations and
market fluetuations were matters that closely concerned the farmers and
dairymen; so that it was necessary for them to have an organisation which
was constantly studying these conditions, gathering aceurate statistics, and
watehing the movements of prices on the oversea markets, and if they had that
arganisation they would be able to advise the farmers promptly and aceurately on
all these matters. Then there were such questions as pests, diseases, droughts,
and such questions ag water conservation, storage of fodder, and innumerable
economie problems which arose in the every-day life of every man on the land.
ATl these could be best dealt with by organisation. These things vitally coneerned
the man on the land. When they had their organisation complete they could
employ experts for the benefit of the orgamisation. It would go a long way
towards enabling the farmers, as a body, to formulate a workable policy to
put before the Government to carry out. These were the economic phases
of the question. e mentioned the political phase becaunse 50 per cent. of the
Acts passed dealt directly or indirectly with the man on the land. In passing
that legislation the Government had no organisation at present that they could
consult with with regard to the details of that legislation.

Beneficial Legislation,

They had passed Stock Acts, Pure Seed Acts, Registration of Stock Aects,
Acts relating to co-operation and dealing with pools such as the Wheat Board and
Cane Prices legislation, and legislation relating to the dairying side of the ques-
tion. The Minister had already spoken of the inestimable advantage it would be to
the Government as well as to the farmers themselves if they had an organisation
which could deal impartially with all questions and furnish advice on legislative
proposals. In this way a farmers’ organisation would be of great value to the
State. If the farmers had such an organisation, and they considered all these
questions to submit to the Government, then they would be really responsible
for framing the legislation and shaping the policy for the development of agri-
culture as an industry. Then there was the educational side. It struck him as
anomalous that in a State like Queensland, which had to depend so much on
the agricultural development of its lands, whose whole future was wrapped up
with the development of agriculture, the men on the land themselves occupied
a relatively inferior status in the community. This was because of the mistakes
made by the farmers generally owing to their lack of proper organisation or of
proper means of fully informing the publie mind as to what is the relationship
of the farmer as a unit in the soecial structure.

‘The Status of Farmers.

The farmer oceupied a relatively inferior status to-day. At any rate, that
was the general coneeption in the public mind. If they saw a cartoon of a farmer
in the papers, he was generally depicted as some kind of horny-handed old hayseed
who was incapable of thinking of anything but his plough, or whatever particular
implement he happened to be using. It was because of that that the farmers’ sons
were gravitating towards the cities. The farmer’s son did not want to think that
the only career in life open to him was to become a cocky. (Laughter.) He
appealed to them to see that organisation would improve the status of the farmer
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and wonld remove that erroneous conception in the public mind. In England and
America the farmer would never allow himself to be thonght of as an inferior
person, Certainly, he would not think himself inferior to a clerk or a quill
driver, or to a man punching a typewriting machine. It was the same in Canada,
and they could improve the status of the farmer in Queensland in the same way.
If they improved the position of the man on the land they would make the
agricultural population what it was destined to be—the backbone of the country.
They did not want the man on the land to be looked on as something inferior
in social status, and that was something the farmers could accomplish for
themselves by a proper organisation of the agricultural industry and by the
dissemination of educational propaganda give to the public a truer conception
of the farmer’s worth. In some cases, he did not say it applied to the men
assembled before him that morning, but they knew of cases where the farmer
was ground down and beeame a hard-working industrial slave. (Hear, hear!)

A Voice: That is what he is.

Present Day Conditions.

The PREMIER: They knew in some cases that the man on the land
toiled under conditions of absolute drudgery and hopelessness, but that should
not be. In the early days of the colony it was necessary for the farmers to go
out into the country miles away from railways and pioneer the land. In those
days the farmers had no means of establishing settled communities with any
degree of comfort. They were the real pioneers of the country, and all honour
to them for the pioneering work which they had done. Although they could
honour the pioneer of the past, because a man had to pioncer 50 years ago,
there was no necessity to-day why the man on the land should be living a life
of hardship and suffering from almost the same disabilities as the pioneers
of old. There was no necessity for that, although, unfortunately, a majority
of them were doing it. It might be said he was outlining some kind of a
visionary policy to be attained some time in the distant future. His own helief
was that if the farmers in Queensland were strongly organised—they constituted
so large a class and so important a section in the eommunity that, if they were
strongly organised, and with the co-operation and sympathy of the Government,
they eould improve all those things relating to rural life.

The Oldest and Noblest Science,

He was referring to the necessity of attending to the educational functions
of an organisation of that kind. It was necessary to carry on propaganda
amongst the public in order to improve the status of the farmers and all farming
industries. It was also necessary to have propaganda for other purposes—
propaganda amongst the public in order, if necessary, to increase the consump-
tion of farm products. That was an important matter. It was also necessary
to remodel the State educational system in order to give more attention to
agricnltural education. That was a very important factor indeed. Agriculture
was a science—the oldest and noblest science known—(hear, hear!)—but,
unfortunately, speaking generally, it was not earried on as a seience in Queens-
land. There were very few men—if he was correct in what he had been told,
because he could not speak from personal experience in those matters—there
were very few men who carried on farming operations on scientific lines in
Queensland. Tt was necessary for them to take advantage of the discoveries of
science and the experience of other countries, and apply them to agrieultural
production in this State.
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Agricultural Education.

But, in order to apply science, it was necessary to have a system of
edueation. They eould not expect a man who was born in a farming district
and had lived on a farm all his life, and had no other tuition, to thoroughly
understand the science of agrienlture. It was necessary to have imparted to
him the ecommon experience of the whole world attained through a long series
of years, and after patient research by experts. It was necessary to have that
knowledge imparted to the youthful farmer in order that he might become a
scientifie farmer. The farmers eonld assist the Government a great deal through
their organisations to improve the gystem of agricultural education—he did not
know that he would be justified in calling the present limited kind of agricul-
tural education that was earried on in Queensland a system of edueation at all,
but it was possible to develop it; to have a course of secondary agricultural
tuition linked up with the primary schools, and, if necessary, with the University,
at which those men who decided upon an agricultural eareer could, in their early
days, get the necessary scientific tuition. The delegates might think that he was
dealing with topics that were really apart from the business of the Conference,
and to some extent he had been, but he wanted to outline what he had in his
mind in order that they would appreciate the sincerity of the Government in
approaching that question.

Condition of the Dairying Industry.

It had been brought to the recognition of the Government lately that
the dairying indusiry was not in a satisfactory condition. There were many
factors eontributing to the present deplorable situation, not the least important
of those factors being fluctuation in market prices. Most of the factors that
operated now adversely against the dairymen in this State could be overcome by
intelligent consideration of the difficulties, and by the formation of a definite
policy, and adherence to that policy by the farmers and by the Government.
The industry itself must be stabilised. Prices, at any rate, must be stabilised;
and he agreed heartily with what His Excellency said about the necessity of
assuring to the producers in the agricultural industry a fair remuneration for
their toil. (Hear, hear!) Every man at least was entitled to that. No man, at
any rate, who had been, as he had been, largely interested in stabilising the
eonditions of industrial workers could contend against the most essential and
indispensable worker in the community having his remuneration stabilised.
(Hear, hear!) It was not outside the bounds of possibility for the dairyman,
in conjunction with the Government, to bring about conditions that would lead
1o the stabilisation of prices in their industry. IHe did not say that could be gof
by the mere granting of a Government subsidy or anything of that kind. They
had to look deeper; first of all for the cause, and then provide something more
sound than any kind of spoon-feeding. (Hear, hear!) The solution was easily
attainable. There had been a good deal of talk during the last few months—in
fact some farmers’ journals had ably advocated it during the last year or so, and
they were entitled to due credit for the propaganda they had ecarried on in that
connection—they had been advocating the establishment of what was more or
less loosely known as an advisory board for the dairying industry. In that
direction there was to be found a solution of many of the difficulties.

No Cut-and-Dried Plan.

The Government could not present to the Conference a cut-and-dried plan
to solve all the problems and cure all the evils with which they were confronted.
It would be useless their attempting that kind of thing, but he thought the
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Conference itself could arrive at the decision to investigate many of the
problems, and, by careful, patient, and business-like investigations, formulate a
scheme to overcome those difficulties, It was, of course, putting the onus of ti_xe
solution upon the industry itself—upon the men in the industry—but those in
the industry would not eomplain of that. _The delegates.preaent and those
whom they represented would not complain if the responsibility was placed on
their shoulders of formulating a policy. He did not think anyone could
complain so long as that opportunity was given to them and so long as they
were assured, when the policy was formulated, that the authorities would do

their part in carrying it out. (Hear, hear!)

A Tangible, Attainable Policy.

That was what Mr. Gillies and he had to offer them that day—the
invitation to formulate a tangible, attainable policy, and the Government
would assist them to carry it out. (Hear, hear!) There had been circulated
amongst them a series of resolutions referring to the establishment of an
advisory board. That was a practical step, and it was necessary, because
there was no royal road to the solution of those problems. No matter
how wise a man might be he could not stand there and formulate a
proposal which was practical to adopt and which would solve all their
difficulties. The problems were so complex, because so deep-rooted, that
they wanted an advisory board of experienced men interested in the business
thoroughly to consider the matter, sitting, if necessary, frequently and over
a long period to formulate a policy for the Government, the Department,
or the organisations of farmers and co-operative companies to put into operation.
If they had such an advisory board, then they could arrive at some policy that
could be applied. There had been a question of the formation of a pool, There
was a diversity of opinion as to whether a Queensland pool would be effective.
There was a lot of difference of opinion even as to whether an Australian pool
would be effective. He did not pretend to be able to say whether a pool was the
solution of any of the present marketing difficulties. That was why he wanted
an advisory board. Let the advisory board consider that question together with
all the other suggestions that might be made to such a board.

Better Co-ordination of Co-operative Companies.

There was the question of hetter co-ordination of the efforts of the various
co-operative companies that were now established; the wisdom of amalgamating
all those companies. Those were matters that the board, so long as the industry
had full confidence in the board, could consider and formulate a policy upon. His
own opinion was that they would never get the full beneficial effect of co-operation
if it was earried on sporadically ; if they had a co-operative company dealing with
20, 50, or 100 suppliers in one district acting independently of another co-operative
company in the next district or some other co-operative company somewhere else,
each dealing separately with the agents or exporters or shippers, and all of
them working more or less uneconomically—on acecount of the smallness of their
individual operations and the high administrative costs. They could not
get a true solution of the marketing difficulties while co-operation was carried
on in that loose way. They would have to go in for wholesale co-operation, and
they had had experience of it in the kind of co-operation carried on during the
war under the mgis of the Federal Government. Take the example when the
whole of the wheat of Australia was managed co-operatively in the marketing
of it when 100 or more exporting firms and operators were cut out and the thing
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managed by the farmers through their own central board, They had an illus-
tration of what could be done on the lines of extensive co-operation in the
wheat pool which was carried on in Queensland.

A DrurEeaTi: A very good thing, too.

The Wheat Board.

The PREMIER: An excellent thing, too. Now, the Wheat Board started
under somewhat disadvantageous conditions, It was hurriedly organised. It
came late into the field. 1t was dealing with farmers who never before had
dealt with co-operative effort of that kind, and they must admit—one must
admit it candidly—that it made a great success of the business. (Hear, hear!)
There was a Wheat Board consisting of five farmers, elected by the farmers
themselves, and a chairman, They appointed their staff, settled their own policy,
organised the necessary machinery, bought oversea freights, arranged charters,
made agreements with the millers, and handled the whole business which was
previously handled by large operators in Brisbane and elsewhere, and they
managed it successfully. It was the largest wheat erop ever handled in Queens-
land, and the cost of handling that wheat crop by the farmers themselves was
less per bushel than the cost by private enterprise in the previous years. Not
only that, but the whole of the profit made in the handling of the wheat—the
whole of the saving through more economical management—was returned to
the farmers themselves. (Hear, hear!) This was done though they started
out with practically no eapital in the ordinary semse. It might be said they
could not have colossal schemes of co-operation unless they had colossal funds
to earry them through. The Wheat Board started without eapital in the real
sense of the term, Of course, they were able to capitalise the resources of the
farmers supplying the wheat and they had a guarantee from the Government,
but no actnal cash. They started out with nothing, and in one year they earried
out transactions aggregating more than £1,000,000. He did not say it would be as
simple to accomplish the same result in connection with dairy produce or agri-
cultural produce of other deseriptions; but what had been done there and what
had been done in the South during the war with large wheat pools, wool pools,
metal pools, and other gigantic undertakings managed on ‘behalf of the producers
—what was done there in the elimination of large operators, traders,
shippers, and exporters—the large body of men who ecome between the producers
and the consumers—could be done in the dairying industry in Queensland.
(Hear, hear!)

““Go Ahead.”’

If it was necessary—and, in his opinion it was necessary, but whether
it was practicable was a different matter—to have co-operation to some extent
in eonnection with dairying, so as to practically embrace the whole of the cheese,
butter, and milk products, he would say ‘‘Go ahead.”” They had the resources,
and they could aeccomplish it. The produet was worth millions. The Seeretary
for Agriculture had referred to the year 1920. The value of dairy products in
Queensland alone was estimated at £7,250,000 in 1920, and nearly £7,500;000 in
1921. That was the value of the products, but many of the operations connected
with the marketing of those produects were left in the hands of private speculators,
traders, and exporters whose resources were limited to a few thousand ponnds.
The farmers, as a body, had to defer to the conditions laid down by a man or a
company who had, perhaps, a ecapital of £100,000, while they themselves had
millions of pounds of capital; they raised products worth—for eonsumption and
export—£7,000,000 or £8,000,000. Why should the policy of the farmers be
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dictated by a man who went into the business with a eapital of, say, £10,600¢
They could entirely replace all kinds of agents and merchants and exporters,
and even operators in London, if they would intelligently organise and work on
a sufficiently large scale in Australia. (Hear, hear!) The general manager of
the Coastal Farmers’ Co-operative Society, Limited (Mr. C. E. D. Meares),
dealing with the British butter market and its probable effect upon the
Australian industry, said—

‘“Co-operative men returning from London emphatieally endorse
the impression current over Australia in December-January last, that
strong co-ordinated pressure from speculative agents was deliberately
exercised to force values down. These tacties, used simultaneously with
the inexperienced, misguided handling of the huge Imperial stocks,
caused the breakdown of the London market during the period quoted.”’

The ““bearing’’ operations of a few speculators in London broke down the over-
seas market, and literally resulted in millions of money being lost to Australian
producers. Should they mot be organised to protect themselves from those
operations? (A Voice: Rather!) He believed they could be. He did not agree
with the man who said the selling of butter was so complex and infricate ‘a
business that it could only be done by those who were well trained in London
by private enterprise. He believed that the farmers’ organisations here, employ-
ing proper experts, highly paid, if necessary, could manage their own business
in London just as efficiently as anyone else. He did not say that they could
dominate the London market. The percentage of sales over there might not be
sufficiently high to enable them to do that, but they could protect themselves
from speeulative operations, such as Mr. Meares referred to. If the farmers
would utilise the brains at their disposal and organise themselves, and employ
experts, they would overcome many of these difficulties.

A Concrete Proposal.

The conerete proposals which the Chairman had to submit, which might
perhaps be taken as early as possible, was the proposal for the formation of an
advisory board. He strongly urged it himself. There was nothing to stand in the
way of its appointment. It would be a costly thing to inaugurate, because, in
getting the information required in establishing business and in formulating the
poliey, it would be necessary to employ the best brains they could get, and they
would have to pay money to get those brains, but for the first twelve months the
Government were prepared to defray the cost of it. (Hear, hear!) The scheme
could be ecarried out. If it proved to be successful the farmers would subsequently
have to take the responsibility of financing it in any modified form they liked. He
would like to have an opportunity later on during the Conference to briefly out-
line a praetical scheme of organisation of the farmers, which if the farmers
endorsed could be put into operation. He would like to eonsult them about that,
beeause the success of the scheme depended very largely on the men in the dairying
industry. At the present time, they should speak freely and openly on matters
they had to discuss. It did not matter whether they confined themselves to the
suggestion for an advisory board or not; if they had grievances or difficulties in
Bonnection with the dairying industry, they could, of course, give voice to them.
They would find the Government sympathetie, and willing, if possible, to assist
them. (Hear, hear!) If they thought the scheme could be improved upon they
should not hesitate to make suggestions, because the Government had called the
Conference together, not to foist upon the farmers a cut-and-dried plan, but to
consult them as to the best means of solving many of their difficulties. (Hear,
hear!)
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A Frank and Free Discussion.

The CHATRMAN: A series of motions had been circulated, and it was
for the meeting to say whether those motions should be moved in their present
form, or in some amended form, or whether they wished to move other motions.
If there was no opposition, he would suggest that, while they wanted every one
to speak frankly and not to curtail discussion, in order to get through the
tremendous amount of business before them, the speeches of the mover and
geconder of a motion be limited to ten minutes, and that of any other speaker to
five minutes, with a right of reply by the mover for ten minutes, with any
extension that the meeting may be inelined to give to any spealker.

ADVISORY BOARD.
Mr. H. McANALLY (Jimbour) moved—

That an advisory board for the dairying industry of Queens-
land be appointed by this Conference ; such board fo have a provisional
tenure of office not exceeding one year pending the constitution of a
general eouncil of agrienlture, district councils, and local producers’
associations,

He believed that an advisory board was the one thing they required to put their
industry on a better footing than it had been hitherto. As representing the
“‘Producers’ Review,”” he had made an extensive tour of the Burnett distriet,
both in the South Burnett and along the western line as far as Dulacea, and also
in the Central Downs, and had got the eolleetive and individual opinion of large
masses of producers. He found that there was a great need for reform in the
conditions under which they were working, and the producers welcomed the
promise of help from the Government. They must have better methods of
produetion, manufacture, and transit, and also better methods of marketing
and distribution. The main point which the producer was concerned about was
the marketing of produce. The farmer could always expend plenty of energy
at the produeing end; but it was futile to ask men to buy a 60-guinea bull, if
they were only to get Td. or 8d. a Ib. for their butter. A man was not conceerned
as to what channels these reforms came through provided he got them. The
farmer was one of the most progressive of men., They believed that if the selling
end was put on a sound basis, the farmer would not be wanting in making
progress; it was at the selling end that they lost the grip, and it was there that
they needed the cultivated man. They needed the advisory board here. They
wanted a committee of business men, with a thoroughly trained manager and
staff, in the interests of the dairymen. He referred to the fact that he happened
to be a member of the Wheat Board last year. The Wheat Board was purely
and simply an advisory committee. The Premier had told them that they
started with nothing, and that was a truism. They had to borrow money to
carry on until the negotiations with the Commonwealth Bank were brought to
finality. So there need be no fear about bringing the advisory board into being
and financing it forthwith. If they had an advisory board they would find
themselves on a different plane to what they had been on hitherto.

The Road to Complete Co-operation.

As those present knew, they had travelled a long way on the road leading
to eo-operation. They still had a good deal to learn, and those who had learned
should put it into operation. If they had an advisory board, then, no matter
whether they were suppliers, directors, or anything else they would have nothing

12
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to do with questions of finanee, and they would not have to worry about where the
money was coming from, If they took notiee of the collapse of the butter market
they would see that it was caused by the accumulation of the stocks of butter
which were allowed to take place in the old country. If they had had an advisory
board that accumulation of butter stocks necd not have taken place. The same
thing happened in connection with the wool market. There were 2,000,000 bales
of wool stored up, including 900,000 bales held in Australia. They could see what
the result would be if they allowed the whole of that wool to go on to the market.
It would demoralise it. e grew a little wool himself, and he could give his own
experience as to the value of having an advisory board in wool. At first he was
offered 2s. 04d. for his fleece wool, and one year later he was offered 5d. per 1b.
for the same elass of wool off the same sheep. ‘‘Bawra’' was then formed, and
he eame under the regulations of ‘‘ Bawra.”” By means of scientific selling, which
simply meant putting the wool on the market as the market could absorb it,
he got 1s, 41d. and 1s. 53d. for the wool he was previously offered 5d. for. If
they had an advisory board they could deal with their accumulation of stocks
in dairy products in the same way. They could adopt seientific selling in the
same way as ‘‘Bawra’’ had adopted it for wool. They had four avenues of
production in Queensland—wheat, wool, butter, and meat. They knew where
they were with regard to wheat and wool, but they did not know where they
were so far as butter and meat were concerned. If they had a board they could
apply their energies to dealing with the aceumulation of stocks. He had much
pleasure in moving the motion.

A Voiee: You cannot apply wool eonditions to perishable articles.

Mr. McANALLY said he was quite aware of that. He did not say that
they could keep butter for two years in eold storage and then put it on the
market in as good condition as when it was first stored. Each industry must
be controlled by its own conditions.

The London Market.

Mr, B. W. WITTON (Chairman of the South Burnett Co-operative Coy.)
seconded the motion. It gave him great pleasure to support the motion in favour
of the establishment of an advisory board. A meeting of dissatisfied dairymen
had recently been held at Murgon, and amongst other resolutions was one in
favour of the establishment of an advisory board. The dairymen at that meeting
also earried a resolution, which read—

““That our delegates to the Premier’s Conferenee be instructed
to embrace any opportunity of furthering the interests of our industry.”

The meeting also carried a resolution which read as follows: —

““That a conference of co-operative directors and delegates
appointed by suppliers be called for the purpose of bringing into being
a co-operative advisory hoard.”

That resolution was passed six weeks ago, so it showed that the dairymen were in
favour of the board being brought into existence. 1Ilis experience, and the
experience of others engaged in the dairying industry, was that they could deal
fairly well with the production part of the business, but directly the butter left
their control to a eertain extent it was forgotten, and when it hit London it
arrived in a most friendless condition. (Laughter.) If the Government could
give them some assistance by oversight of the butter when it reached London
they would be doing the dairymen a great service. Ile was not a party political
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man, as he was a farmer, but he loped that Mr. Fihelly would deyote the ability
which he possessed to taking charge of the butter when it arrived in London in
a friendless condition. (Applause.)

Mr. H. M. STEVENS (Rosewood) : It was ridiculous for Mr. Witton to
talk about the butter arriving in London in a friendless condition when they all
knew that they had in London an organisation of the whole of the co-operating
and marketing agencies of Australia, New Zealand, and South Africa competent
and willing to look after all their business if they would only entrust it to them.
(Hear, hear!) That organisation in London had been hounded down by speecula-
tive operators in London, and Australia also. There was an article in the
““Sydney Mail’’ of 28th February attacking the federation and quoting fisures
m order to damn it and trying to induce the farmers to withdraw their support
from it. Unfortunately, the dairymen and co-operative companies in Queens-
land and Australia aided and ahetted the speculators by handing over their
produce to them to manipulate and control the market in any way they liked.
The federation were absolutely competent to control all the business, and it
seemed lamentable to him to hear a chairman of a co-operative company coming
there and invoking the aid of Government assistance. He was glad to hear that
the Government were sympathetic to the farmers. They were asked to let
bygones be bygones, but it was absolutely impossible for them to forget the
treatment they as producers received from the Government of Queensland in
years past. They well recollected that one of the first acts of the Government
was to arbitrarily fix the price of butter without any reference to the cost of
production at all. At that time it was costing 3s. 6d. to manufacture 1 Ib.
of butter, but the price was fixed by the Government at something less than
one-half that price. 3

Mr. McANALLY pointed out that Mr. Stevens was out of order. They
had come there to listen to reasons for appointing an advisory board, and Mr.
Stevens was not diseussing the question.

The CHATRMAN : He should discuss the question hroadly.

The Premier: It seems to me that, whatever happened in the past and
whatever mistakes were made, we should find some way of using our intelligence
to arrive at a better system now. (Hear, hear!)

Control of Marketing Operations.

Mr, HI. M. STEVENS: He congratulated the Government on the fact that
they ecame to the conclusion that the producers were worthy of some consideration
and that the Government were not going to insist on making them squeal. (Hear,
hear!) The Premier referred to the necessity of financing the advisory board,
and magnanimously offered to finance the board for the first twelve months.
Already the Government had deprived them of ten times the amount of money
necessary to finance any advisory hoard for very much longer than twelve months,
so that if the Government were inclined to make any restitution it would be a
mere act of justice only. He was very pleased to hear the Premier’s remarks te
the effect that capital was not necessary for the farmers to conduet their own
marketing operations. That was a bugbear that they found brought up on every
possible oceasion by the speculators and those who wished to continue to have
control of their marketing operations. They were constantly told that it was
impossible for them to market their own products while they (the large
operators) had ample funds at their disposal. He had maintained for years past
that if they would only unite—if considered advisable, have an advisory board—
they had the remedy in their own hands. They had the produce. As the



162 QUEENSLAND AGRICULTURAL JOURNAL, [ApriL, 1922,

Renort of Proceedings of Dairy Conference.

Premier had remarked, the dairying industry was worth £7,000,000, and with
that money what need had they to go eap in hand to the London speculators, the
London merchants, or to anyone else? They had their organisations already
established, and all they had to do was to hand their produce over to them
instead of handing it over to the speculators. They had the matter fixed so far as
marketing in the old country was concerned, and he was pleased to know that
Mr. Trehearn had gone to the old eountry in ovder fo link up the Canadian and
United States farmers with their organisatiors, so that they would have a
ﬁontif;uity of supplies throughout the year on their own floor space. (Hear,
ear!

Mr., WIGHT (Farmers’ Alliance): While he quite agreed with the
object of the resolutien, he thought it would be inadyvisable for the Conference to
appoint the members of the advisory hoard. He would therefore move as an
amendment that the words ““by this Conference’” be deleted, and later on he
intended to move an amendment to paragraph (6)—"Constitution of the board"
—to provide that it was absolutely neecessary that seme alteration should be
made in the system of marketing their butter in London to-day. They were
told that the Wholesale Co-operative Federation met the requirements of the
producers; but even the representatives on the various boards of directors could
give them no assurance that their butter was now being marketed direct to the
retailers through that federation. It seemed to him, from the information
available, that the Co-operative Feoderation was simply another link in the long
chain of middlemen that stood between the producer and the consumer. The
boards of directors of the different dairy companies had no direet eontrol over
the operations of the federation, although they had it indirectly through their
local distributing office. He would -point out that the agenda paper made no
provision for immediate relief of the conditions under which the farmers were
suffering to-day, and he had eertain proposals to make which he wonld like to
outline. He put them forward on behalf of the Farmers’ Alliance. They were :—

‘1, That the Queensland Government introduce legislation at the
earliest possible moment for the formation of a butter pool (com-
pulsory).

2. That an advisory board be elected and constituted as
follows :—

(@) Three members to be elected from the dairy companies’ associations;

(b) Two members to be drawn from the rank and file of the eream
suppliers, nominations for which will be called and selection
made by the Government;

(¢) Two Government representatives;
making a total of seven members.

“3. That all butter produced in Queensland shall be controlled
by the advisory board with a view to stabilising prices, and, if the Con-
stitution permits, provision shall be made to prevent imports from other
States cutting the local price.

‘4. The wholesale selling price shall be based upon production
cost, and, until aceurate figures are available, 1s. 7d. shall be recarded
as the cost to the eream-suppliers of producing the quantity of eream
necessary to manufacture 1 1b. of butter.

65, That the Government establish a distributing floor in London
for the marketing of Queensland dairy prodice, the floor to be con-
trolled by the producers under the supervision of the Queensland
Agent-General’s Department.”’
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e understood that it wounld be possible to make a provision to prevent butter
from the other States cutting under loeal prices by a Proclamation under the
Sugar Acquisition Aet. In 1915 a Proclamation was issued commandeering
cattle within the State, and by a Proclamation butter also could be made a
commodity to which that Aect would apply. The farmers to-day were looking to
Heaven for some speedy redress. If an advisory board were appointed it would
be some considerable time before it could be put in working order and in a
position to remove the grievances in the industry which called for immediate
relief. They could not wait three months for relief, and by the time the advisory
board could deal with the matter some of the farmers would be amongst the
ranks of the unemployed. He wanted to obviate that. There was no doubt
that the older farmns, owing to the construction of railways, were more valuable
now. The value had increased 1,000 per cent, in some cases so far as the land
value was concerned. He knew of many farmers who bought land in Queens-
land at £1 an acre 25 years ago who had sold out at £25 an acre,

The CHAIRMAN intimated that Mr. Wight had exhausted his time.

Mr. WIGH'T : There was one point he wished to malke clear. It would be
verv unwise for the Conference to appoint the board to-day. It should be lefi
to the organisations in the dairying industry to appoint their own delegates,
otherwise they would probably not get intelligent representatives. (Laughter.)

As there was no seconder of the amendment, the amendment lapsed.

Mr. RUDD (Terror’s Creck Co-operative Dairy Coy.): As the Premier
had stated, the dairymen were a community without any status to-day. The
Government and previous Governments were responsible for that position to a
very large extent. He took it that a man’s status was summed up by the amount
of money he had in his pockets or in his banking account. That being so, he
would sugeest that there was an easy way to put them in the position where
they would have some status in the community, when they would not be looked
upon by their city cousins as serfs of the community any longer. He was nof
finding any fault with the Government. They all blundered at times. But if
in 1919, through the Price Fixing Commissioner, the Government took money
from the industry, the least the Government could do to relieve the distress
in the industry to-day was to subsidise the output. That was the only immediate
relief that was possible. He could safely say that, in his own distriet, the people
wanted to give up the cows and become factory employees, as they could not
pay their ration accounts with the present price of eream. If the Government
were sincere they should give relief for the next six months by subsidising the
output by 1d. per 1b. If that were not done, returned soldiers and others in
his distriet could not hold out any longer, as their credit with the local store-
keepers was exhausted, and there would be nothing for them but to leave the
land. That would be a national calamity. If the Government agreed to such a
subsidy they would not be giving the dairymen any ‘‘sop’’; they would only be
giving back something that was taken from them.

As regards the advisory board: e would like to have seen such a board
selected by the co-operative butter factory associations. The Premier said it
was necessary to have brainy business men on the board, but they must also
have men possessed of co-operative principles. It was no use getting brainy
business men -who were not in favour of co-operation. IHe was sorry to read
that the chairman of one co-operative factory in Queensland had advoeated
selling their surplus to speculators. They did not want a man like that on
the board. They must be careful in selecting the advisory board, otherwise they
would be doing the worst possible thing. Any man who advocated selling their
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produce to speculators was an enemy to the co-operative movement, and they
ghould be careful to see they were going to build up their business and not
break it down.

Mr. N. C. HOPPER (Cooranga North Co-operative Cheese Coy.) moved
the following amendment:—

““That an advisory beoard for the dairying industry of Queensland
and its objeets be considered by this Conference, and that, if decided
on, it be eleeted by the whole of the shareholders of the butter and
cheese companies in Queensland.”

1f the motion was carried in its present form it would tie the Conference down
to seleeting a body of men who, if they had time to think, they would probably
leave out in the near future. Tt was only right to the dairymen of Queensland
that the matter should be referred to every shareholder in the butter and cheese
factories in the State. They should get the best brains obtainable.

Mr. CARMODY (Gin Gin Distriet Dairymen’s Association) said he had
mueh pleasure in seconding the amendment, as he was of opinion that the dairy-
men collectively were not truly represented in the Conference. His distriet
strongly supported the appointment of an advisory board, but they needed to be
very eareful in its constitution. e thought the Government were very lenient in
asking only for two representatives on the board, to which he thonght they were
justly entitled ; but being the most demoeratic country in the world they should
consult the suppliers as to who should be their representatives on the board. He
welecomed the ehance given to them to-day to do something conerete. He said he
strongly resented some remarks made before the Price Fixing Commissioner by
one lady, who stated that the dairymen out in the country were killing and
starving the voung life in the city hy asking an extortionate price for their milk
and butter. He was a worker, and he had never worked harder in his life than he
did to-day. There were hundreds of women in the ecountry to-day, who, even on
the eve of maternity, were milking cows in all sorts of weather, in order to try
and make ends meet. On behalf of his district he wonld give the advisory board
his hearty support.

The PREMIER: It was in the hands of the Conference as to whether
they constituted an advisory hoard and appointed it forthwith from the Confer-
ence, or arranged for the clection of the board by all suppliers in Queensland.
It was quite immaterial to the Government which course was adopted. It would
be more demoeratic to consult every supplier in regard to the constitution of
the board. There was only the question of the delay which was involved, which
geemed to him to be rather material. The Government desived the advisory
hoard to he appointed, so that it eould get to work straightaway. They could
not ask the Government to put any plan into operation until the advisory board
had formulated a policy. That was why the Government wanted the board
appointed quickly, but if the Conference thought that it would get a more
satisfactory board by deferring the election it eould decide accordingly. (Hear,
hear!) C

Mpr. G. GRAHAM (Esk Co-operative Factory) referred to the scheme
gugoested by the Commonwealth Minister, Mr. Massy Greene, in regard
to which the supplicrs in his distriet were unanimously agreeable, and
he took it that the advisory board now suggested was as near as they could get
to Mr., Massy Greene’s scheme for the present. There wounld, therefore, be no
necessity for him to go back to the suppliers for their approval. As they were
there with the confidence of their suppliers, and most of the directors there were
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suppliers, it would be a waste of time to refer the matter back to them. That

was why he was against the amendment. It would be a pity not to establish some
scheme, but he did not think it would be possible to get a good advisory board
unless they went in for true co-operation, If they got the cream and cheese
suppliers, there was no need to go outside for an advisory board, beeause they
were the most eapable men in the industry. The farmers were afraid of legis-
lation, because they did not know where it was going to land them. It had
been said that the farmers worked 16 hours a day, and they wanted fo get that
altered. The farmers did not work 16 hours a day when they dedueted the
meal hours and time for “‘smoko.” BEvery farmer knew what work was. He
did not go in for farming for the fun of the thing, but he wanted to make his
industry pay. At present, he knew of farmers who had their sons working at
other occupations near their fathers’ farms, and the son was getting more than
the farm was returning. In addition, the son had an eight-hour day. He had
been dairying for years and used milking machines, and he could not make his
dairy pay at the present time. They were not sticking to dairying to get only
81d. They knew that the markets wounld fluetuate and they would get more in
time, but they could not make their sons see that. They wanted to work for
a big co-operative system so that they could finance the industry for themselves.

Mr. W. T. ITARRIS (Queensland Co-operative Butter Manufacturers’
Assoeiation) agreed with the Chairman that they should lef the dead past bury
its dead. The Government may have hit them, but they had also hit the Govern-
ment hard in years gone by. It was only a question of hitting a man hard
enough to knock him out. If they hit him in a vital part they wounld get him in
the end, and he thought that that was what they did to the Government. They
had got a knockout. They were now in a position to start afresh. Tle suggested
that a vote be taken on the amendment.

The CHAIRMAN asked if they were satisfied that sufficient time had
been given to the discussion of the amendment, and received an answer in the
affirmative.

The amendment was then put and declared lost, only five or six voting in
favour of it and the others against.

Mr. J. A. AUSTIN (President of the Queensland Farmers’ Union)
congratulated the Premier on calling the Conference, as much good would
result from their deliberations. The dairymen were seized with the gravity of
the situation at the present time, and for some years past they knew the diffi-
culties they had to econtend with. Now, at the psyehological moment, the Premier
realised that there should be a reclamation and a reconsideration of the whole
position. As a result of the Conference they should be able to bring the dairying
industry to the position it should have oceupied long ago. They should make it
one of the most profitable industries in the State. In the past the various
dairy companies’ associations had been the advisory boards for the dairy
producers, because they were their cleeted representatives, and as they were in
touch with the various suppliers they were able to know their ideas and were
able to advise them. Whatever mistakes had been made in the past they did not
want any confliet to-day. He was not persona grata with many of the dairy
companies to-day, but that did not prevent him from making a fresh start.
In the past they had been the victims of cireumstances and they were bound by
the conditions which existed at the time. With an advisory hoard they could
make a fresh start, and, although errors might occur at the start, it would be
for the benefit of the dairymen in the long run. The dairy industry should
move forward on the path of progress, and whenever they had an opportunity
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of helping it along they should seize that opportunity and do all they could
to assist it. He was glad the Premier invited the primary producers to meef
in eonference. From the men gathered there that morning, he was sure they
could eleet a suitable advisory board to control the industry. ITe had much
pleasure in supporting the proposal to form an advisory board.

Mr. W. PURCELL (Bowns Co-operative Dairy Company, Limited) said
he had much pleasure in supporting the motion. ITe was thoroughly in accord
with the suggestion that the advisory board should be elested by the meeting
assembled that day. The Premier wisely suggested that the Conference should
assemble as early as possible, and that was why they assembled at short notice.
As they had a representative gathering, they could eleet the board. If they left
it to the shareholders they would not get a better board than they could elect
themselves that day. The men who were elected to the various boards were well
represented that day. They were not elected on their local boards because they
were the worst men, but rather hecause they were the best men in the distriet,
and for that reason he thought they should elect the board that day. IHe had
been president of the Cheese Manufactories’ Association for five years, and he
appealed to the cheese factory representatives, and also to the butter men, to
carry the proposed scheme as it was submitted. They could improve it later on if
necessary. They could not go on as they were. Théy were up against it.
Someone said they had not a ““heb.”” He for one gave his last cheque to the
“kids.”” God knows fhey had to do something. The Government had been good
enough to suggest something that wounld be of benefif to the industry, and they
should leok at it like broadminded, sensible men, jump at it and hold on to
it with both hands. (Hear, hear!)

Mr. SKERMAN (Kaimkillenbun Co-operative Cheese Factory): He had
great pleasure, on behalf of the company he represented, in supporting a motion
that definite action be taken in regavd to the supervision of the industry. It
was apparent to all, by the speeches that had been delivered, that they were in a
forlorn eondition, and something must be done to save the industry and save
the country. If the dairying industry was to be carried on as at the present
time, the country must become poorer. There would be no extension in settle-
ment, and those people already settled on the land would not be able to refain
their holdings. Something must be done to give an impetus to settlement by
providing for a reasonable return for primary produects. It had been suggested
that an advisory board be appointed provisionally for fwelye months. During
that time it could be knoeked into the shape required. He was a son of a
pioneer and had worked continuously on the land, and te-day he had to work,
and his experience was the experience of many others. One factor that militated
against success on the farm was the transport of their cream from the dairy to
the factory. They talked about marketing their produce, but in many cases
they had a produet that was not werth marketing. The condition of that
product was brought about, not through any fault of the factories or throngh
any fault of the dairyman, but throngh not being able to get the eream from the
separator to the factory within a reasonable time. A great quantity of the cream
in Queensland had to stand from four to seven days from the time it left the
geparator until it was manufaetured into butter. Under those conditions how
was it possible to make a first-class butter in a elimate like that in Queensland
that would eompare with Danish butter? The railway system wanted improving
vastly if they wanted to improve the condition of their prodmet. They should
be able to get their cream to the factory quicker. In 90 per cent. of cases when
the cream left the farm it was fivst quality, but it was second and even third
quality when the factory manager had to handle it. Therefore, he would exhort
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the Government to try and bring about improved means of transit, as at the
present time the seftlers in the outlying districts lost 25 per cent. of their
income.
Mr., WINNETT (Southern Queensland Co-operative Dairy Company) :
He moved as an amendment—
““That an advisory board for the dairying industry of Queensland
be elected, and that sueh board be elected by the directors of existing
co-operative companies.”’

That would meet the bill, otherwise there would be muech discontent amongst
the factories. The factories should have a chance of electing the representatives,
and a time limit could be fixed so that if any factory did not send its vote in by
a certain time it would lose its vote.

Mr., SHAILER (Memerambi): They all agreed that it was necessary
to have an advisory board, but he did not think the matter should be rushed
through that day. If the Board could be eclected by the suppliers or factory
managers it wounld be much better, but somefhing should be done immediately
to relieve the position. An advisory board would take weeks or months, and in
the meantime, unless something was done, a great number of the farmers would
have to leave their farms. In his distriet men—dairymen—had to send their
eream in 40 miles to the factory, and then they only got 7d. per 1b. for the com-
mereial butter content of the ecream. Milk in his district was worth 31d. a gallon
delivered at the factory for cheese, and under those circumstances it was quite
impossible to make a living.

Amendment put and lost.

A Deuweare: We do not understand, if an advisory board is appointed,
whether it will be compulsory or otherwise.

The PREMIER : There would be nothing compulsory in the scheme, except
compulsion on the part of the advisory board to sit and consider the question.
They would have to undertake immediately the consideration of the very problems
now agitating the minds of those in the industry. If they did their work properly
they ought to be able to formulate almost at once some scheme for the Govern-
ment and those in the industry to act on. What would be done when they
formulated their proposals would depend on the nature of the proposals. Suppose
they riec(olmmended the formation of a pool. Then the industry would have to be
consulted.

A DeLEGATE: Suppose one or two factories stand out?

The PREMIER: If the advisory board recommended a pool, before it was
enforced the industry would have to be consulted; but if the advisory board
recommended a pool and the industry supported the recommendation, then it
would be put into operation.

Motion put and carried unanimously amidst applause.

OBJECTS OF THE ADVISORY BOARD.

Mr. W. T. HARRIS, secretary of the Queensland Co-operative Dairy
Companies’ Association, moved—
‘“That the objeets of the advisory board inelude the following :—

(a) To consider the question of inyestigating, in conjunection with the
Department of Agriculture and Stock, the problems relating to
the dairying industry of this State;
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(b) To investigate the methods of production, manufacture, marketing,
storage, and distribution of dairy produce;

(¢) To consider the question of the establishment of pools for dairy
produce ;

(d) To consider the question of the co-ordination of the activities of
existing co-operative companies;

(e¢) To consider the question of the improvement of the produetiveness
of the individual dairy herds by general application of systematic
herd testing or any other efficacious means.

(f) To consider the guestion of the purchase of all factory and farm
requisites through co-operative channels ;

(g) To consider the question of fodder conservation ;

(h) To consider the question of extending the benefits of the
Co-operative Agricultural Production and Advances to Farmers
Act, or any other means for the establishment of rural eredit.”’

A Red Letter Day.

He congratulated the Government on calling them together on that occasion,
which was a red-letter day in the history of Queensland dairying. Only a few
years ago the whole of their butter was manufactured under proprietary auspices.
The farmers then met together and subscribed capital to work the factories.
Fully 90 per cent. of the butter in Queensland was manufactured to-day by
co-operative companies. He elaimed that the dairy farmer of Queensland was
the most progressive farmer in Australia. The cheese associations and the
co-operative dairying associations had done an immense amount of good not
only to the dairymen of Queensland but to the dairy farmers in the other
States. He claimed that the dairy farmers of Queensland were the only dairy
farmers in Australia to control the price of their product on the local market.
In pre-war days the farmers sent their stuff to their agents in Brisbane, who fixed
the price, and the farmers had no say in the matter; but to-day the farmers
themselves fixed the price of. their commodity on the loeal market without
consulting the merchants. That was the progress they had made, and that action
had put into the pockets of the farmers in Queensland, in connection with butter
gold in Queensland during that period, a sum of £98,000. A few weeks ago,
when they found the merchants were giving diseounts and attempting to break
their markets, the dairymen got together again and laid down the terms upon
which the merchants should do their business. They had consolidated their
work as they had gone along. What they had done was going to be of lasting
benefit to the industry. In Queensland they were taking a forward move to
improve the quality of their production. One of the first functions of the pro-
posed advisory board would be to ask the Government to take steps to enable
the Railway Department to build a larger number of railway trucks suitable for
the carriage of butter. The farmers were endeavouring to improve their artiele,
and the advisory board would ask the Department to help them to keep their
product good.

The Marketing Problem.

The question of marketing was a big problem. There was not a butter
company in Queensland which was satisfied with the present method of
distribution of their produects in the markets of the world. He had seen Queens-
land butter going into store in London in a poultry shop, where they never sold a
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pound of butter, and coming out three or four doors away in nice Dorset rolls
and Devonshire pats, which showed that if they made a good article it would
gell; but they were not selling their butter at the other end in a proper manner.
They had sent their butter to the merchants and let them do what they liked
with it. As dairy people they objected to the Government going on with the
Hamilton Cold Stores, which they thought was a mistake, but the farmers had
made a greater mistake in not going on with their own works. As bad as they
thought the Hamilton site was, it was better to have a cold store somewhere in
whieh to store their butter, instead of leaving it for four or five days in the
railway trucks.

The PrEmitkr: The advisory board, if it had been in existence, would have
been consulted about the site for the cold stores and such matters as that.

Mr. W. T, HARRIS was elad that the board would be consulted in those
matters.

The CHATRMAN : That is one of their functions. I do not want to stop
you, but you have exceeded your time unless the meeting grants you an extension.

[A motion was formally passed granting Mr. Harris an extension of time
to finish his speech.]

A Dairy Pool.

Mr. W. T. HARRIS: Another object of the board was to consider the
question of the establishment of pools for dairy produce. They had been devoting
their energies in that dirvection for some time past, and they had been frying
to get the dairy farmers in the other States to come forward and join a
Commonwealth pool. In Queensland, they had advoeated in season and out of
season the formation of a compulsory Commonwealth pool, but they were informed
by the Commonwealth authorities that it would be unconstitutional to grant a
Commonwealth pool. That being so, it remained for the Queensland dairy
farmers to form a Queensland pool. Although he had always been an advocate
for a pool, he knew that they had not heen the suecess they at first anticipated.

The CHATRMAN: Did the Commonwealth Government refuse to grant
you a Commonwealth pool ?

Mr, W. T. HARRIS: Yes. The Commonwealth authorities refused to
grant it on the grounds that it interfered with State rights.

The PremieEr: They would have as much aunthority to grant that as to
form a Commonwealth Wheat Board.

Mr. W. T. HARRIS: When they made application they were informed
by Mr. Massy Greene and Mr. Rodgers—the Ministers concerned—that a Com-
monwealth pool could not be formed. Although he believed in a voluntary pool
for the Queensland primary producers, he thought they should go neck or nothing
for a compulsory Commonwealth pool. He thought the lines laid down by the
Minister as the objects of the advisory board were all that they could desire.
He noticed that the board was to consider the question of the purchase of all
factory and farm requisities through co-operative channels. That was a business
proposition, and was one which would help the farmers., When the farmers
bought individually they had to pay throungh the neck for everything. He
remembered twelve months ago that the timber merchants wanted 3s. 6d. to 4s.
each for boxes, hut when the co-operative company made the arrangement they
were able to get 260,000 boxes at 3s. each, thus effecting a saving for the farmers
of something like £6,250. In connection with the purchase of machinery, the



170 QUEENSLAND AGRICULTURAL JOURNALL. [APRiL, 1922,

Report of Proceedings of Dairy Conference.

Maryborough factory was able to purchase a boiler for £300 less than if the
purchase were made by an individual. It would be an economical proposition
for the advisory board to huy all requisities for farmetrs. He knew, as secretary
of the Dairy Companies’ Association, that he eould purchase cans and separators
for 25 per cent. to 30 per cent. less than the market rates ruling at present. IHe
had much pleasure in moving the resolution he had just read.

The Greatest Forward Movement.

Mr. McANALLY expressed his pleasure in seconding the resolution.
He was pleased that the meeting decided to elect an advisory beard, and he
approved of the objeets set out in the motion. Their position had been consider-
ably advanced by that Conference, and that day would be a red letter one in
the history of the primary producer. They had progressed considerably, in that
they were able to induce the head of the Government to come down amongst
the farmers and talk to them at first hand on questions which most affected their
industrial welfare. (ITear, hear!) It was the greatest forward movement that
the farmers of Queensland had been able to make up till the present time. He
did not agree with Mr. Harris about the Danish butter, as he considered the
Danish butter should be given first preference, but the Australian butter came
a good second. (Hear, hear!) The Danish butter. however, was put on the
market under one brand, whereas the Australian butter was put on the market
under 453 brands. They would have to alter that. All that the producers
asked for was fair justice. In the case of wheat, the farmer got his 5s. or 8s.
per bushel. The miller passed it on to the baker, and the baker to the consumer,
and the consumer in turn got an increase of wages at the Arbitration Court,
go that everybody benefited, and everyone got fair justice. They had converted
Mr. Gillies to their way of thinking long ago, and now they had converted the
Premier. (Laughter.)

The motion was put and carried unanimously.

ADMINISTRATION.

Mr. J. . KESSELL (Gladstone): The next motion was a formal one
He moved—
“(3) Administration: That the advisory hoard shall be given
authority to appoint an administrative staff consisting of a manager,
a business expert, and such other skilled investigators as may be con-
sidered necessary by the board.”

Mr. ANDREWS seconded the motion, and it was agreed to.

LEGISLATION.
Mr. J. A. AUSTIN moved—

““(4) Legislation: That if necessary the advisory board shall be
invested with statutory authority, and in such case the board shall
advise as to the authority necessary.”’

Mr. BERMINGHADM seconded the motiou, and it was agreed to.
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FINANGE.
Mr. HOPPER moved—

““(5) Fimance: That during the first twelve (12) months of its
existence the cost of the advisory board shall be defrayed by the
(overnment; that thereafter the scheme shall be financed by contribu-
tions from individual suppliers in the industry; and that the rate
of such contributions and the manner in which they are to be collected
ghall be determined hereafter.”

Mr. RUDD seconded the motion.

A delegate drew attention to the wording of the resolution, which stated
that the Government would finance the scheme for twelve months. Would the
Government require two representatives on the board after twelve months?

The PREMIER pointed out that after the board was in operation it
might be considered advisable to continue the Govermment representation on
the board. The Agricultural Department would be preparved to render any
assistance that was necessary even alter the expiration of the first twelve months.
The usefulness of the advisory hoard would depend on the men appointed. The
tovernment would aet generously to the board, and would continue the finaneial
assistance after the twelve months if necessary. They would, no doubt, desire to
have the best business men on the board, and if they got the best brains and the
men with the most ability they would have to pay them well. It might cost
£5,000 for the first year, but whatever it was the Government would assist them
f:nuncially. They eould consider the question of further assistance at a later
date. .
Mr. GRAHAM said that the motion stated that contributions would be
made by individual suppliers, and he asked what that covered.

The PREMIER : Tis interpretation was that it might be advisable to levy
a small sum like one-eighth of a penny per lb. en butter-fat supplied to butter
factories, and one-sixteenth of a penny per gallon on milk supplied to cheese
factories. That would be following the same policy as was adopted with the
Cane Price Boards. There was a levy upon every ton of cane harvested. That
was the faivest kind of contribution they could have, and those who contributed
did net feel it, although in the aggregate it provided a very large fund indeed.

A Drrraare: The motion should read “such contribution from suppliers™

i

instead of from ‘‘individual suppliers.”
The CHATRMAN : If there was no objection he would cut out the word
“individual.” >
The motion, as amended, was carried unanimously.

CONSTITUTION OF BOARD.

Mr. HOLTON moved—

““That the provisional Adyisory Board shall consist of seven
members, of whom five members shall be appointed by this Conferencs
and two members by the Government.”’

Mr. PENDER said he had much pleasure in seconding the resolution, as
it was only proper that the Government should be represented on the hoard.
The Government had in its employ as dairy inspector probably one of the ablest
men in Queensland, and that gentleman’s advice would be very helpful to the
board. Mr. Graham was a very able officer, and his assistance would be very
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useful to the board. Many years ago he was present at a conference held in
Parliament House when Mr. John White was Minister for Agriculture, and the
delegates at that conference unanimously agreed that Mr. Graham should be
placed at the head of the department,

The CHAIRMAN : There was no doubt but that Mr. Graham would be
one of the Government nominees. I appreciate what yon say regarding him.

Mr. JAMES PURCELL: First of all he would like to congratulate the
Premier on his very able address. So far as the producers were concerned, it
was the most hopeful address given by any Premier in any State in the Common-
wealth of Australia. (IHear, hear!) They all congratulated the Premier on his
very fine address, and he was very hopeful that some great good for the dairying
industry would come out of it. e would like to remind the Conference that
there were three oreat branches in the dairying industry represented at the
Conference, and if the Conference were going to vote in a body for those repre-
sentatives there were some branches of the industry that would be left out.
He would ask the Government to agree to have one representative on the board
instead of two, and that they give the butter interests three representatives, to
he nominated by the people in the industry; that they give the cheese people
two representatives, to be elected by the people in the cheese industry ; that the
Government have one represenfative, and that they give the condensed milk
industry one representative.

The Premirr: You need not cut down the Government representation—
you can incerease the number of members on the board.

Mr. JAMES PURCELL: It was very necessary to keep the number down.
Each branch of the industry should have representation in accordance with the
importance of the branch. He therefore moved—

“That the board be constituted of seven members, three to be

elected by the butter .people, two hy the cheese people, one by the
condensed milk people, and one by the Government.”’

The CITATRMAN : T take it that Mr. Purceell intends that this Conference shall
proceed with the election ?

Mzr. J. PurceLL: That is so.

The CHATIRMAN: If that is so the Government are prepared to accept
the amendment.

A DerEgATE: In regard to the representative from the condensed milk
people—would he represent the proprietary eompanies or the  co-operative
colapanies ?

The PREMIER : The representation would really be from the suppliers,
because it was a suppliers’ problem they were considering, and not the proprietary
companies’ problem.

~ The CHAIRMAN: We should lay it down clearly that the representative
of the condensed milk people is a supplier.

) The PREMIER: If there was any danger of the proprietary companies
bheing represented and thus dominating the beard, it might be necessary to state
that the member must be drawn from the milk suppliers.

Mr. McANALLY : He did not agree with Mr. Pureell, as his motion
seemed to bring in a spirit of antagonism between the two interests, He did not
see why they should not allow the motion as originally on the paper to be
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passed. In a dry time very many of the cheese factories had to close up altogether,
and the suppliers were foreed to send their milk to the butter factories. They
had met under the co-operative principle, and why could they not all combine?

Mr. BURTON (Wyreema): He thought Mr. Purcell’s suggestion was a
very wise one, as it would remove any possibility of bias. He was pleased that
the matter of a representative being elected to represent the condensers had been
brought up. He really represented 150 suppliers to the condensers, and he had
no desire to be on the advisory board; but he should like to have someone on it,
and he did not think any trouble would be caused in regard to the representative
being in proprietary interests, because it would be a supplier who would be on
the hoard, and not a member of the proprietary company. Whilst he was
speaking, he would like to thank the Chairman and the Premier on behalf of the
suppliers whom he.represented for calling the Conference together. He might
not have another opportunity of assuring the Chairman and the Premier that the
dairying industry was in a very bad way. These delegates present were mostly
men who had made good. Perhaps they had had their properties left to them
by their parents; but behind those gentlemen there were a lot of people in the
country with ruin absolutely staring them in the face, and he commended very
strongly the action of the Government in calling the Conference together,

My, MICKAN (Kingaroy) : Mr. Purcell had asked for three representatives
from the butter industry, and in electing those three representatives they should
elect them in such a way that the different sections of Queensland would be
represented. TIn 1918-19 and 1919-20 the output of butter from the various
Downs districts represented 17 per cent.; output below the range and South
Coast amounted to 291 per cent.; and for the North Coast and far North the
output represented 53% per cent. He thought that that pretty well proved that
the representation should be by distriet.

Mr. WIGHT (representing the Farmers’ Alliance) : He believed that the
suceess of the advisory board rested in the election of its members. He thought
it would be impossible for the meeting to elect the members of the board satis-
factorily, because they were unacquainted with one another, and the dairy and
butter producers’ associations, and the producers themselves, should have an
opportunity of saying who should represent them. Ile wished to move the
following amendment—

““That two members be elected from the dairy companies’ associa-
tion; one member from the cheese companies’ association ; two members *
to be drawn from the rank and file of the eream suppliers, nomination
for which will be called and selection made by the Government, and
two Government representatives, making a total of seven members.”’

The CHATRMAN: He could not accept that amendment, becanse the
Conference had already affirmed the principle of the Conference electing the
board.

Mr., G. GRAHADM thought that the milk suppliers to the milk factories
should be represented. He was speaking for Nestle’s at Toogoolawah and the
Toogoolawah Dairy Farmers’ Association. Up there they paid on the butter
fat; it did not matfer to the factory where the farmers were getting their milk
from. It was not a matter of proprietary companies, but of suppliers

Mr. STAFFORD (Standard Dairy Company) said he did not see why the
election of members of the board should be confined to suppliers if a company
had been doing a good thing for the country in building up a good business. A
supplier or a member of a proprietary company should be eligible.
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Mr. PURCELL moved an addition to his motion—

““That the representatives of the butter, cheese, and condensed
milk branches of the industry, respectively, meet separately to elect
the members of the provisional Advisory Board referred to in Resolution
N‘O. 6.,’

Amendment agreed to.
Motion, as amended, put and passed.

The CHAIRMAN : The next thing was to arrange to earry out the election.

The PREMIER: They had really agreed on the principle of seetional
representation on the Advisory Board, and the particular sections to nominate
representatives, He suggested that the representatives of -the butter, cheese,
and condensed millk industries, respectively, should meet separately to elect
representatives of the provisional Advisory Board referred to in resolution 6
on agenda paper.

Mr. J. A. AUSTIN snggested that the election be held at once, and that
they should separate for half an hour.

Mr. HOLTON endorsed the suggestion.

The Conference then adjourned until the election of members of the
Advisory Board had been disposed of.

The Conference resumed at 4.30 p.m.

The CHATRMAN announced the result of the voting, and stated that the
Advisory Board would be constituted as follows:—

Butter representatives: Messrs, W. T. Harris, T. Flood Plunkett, and
W. E. Dean.

Cheese representatives: Messrs. William Purcell and Henry Keefer.
Condensed millk representative: Mr. G. Buyton.

The CHATRMAN said he would like the members of the Advisory Board
to meet him after the Conference had coneluded, as he had a number of inatters
to disenss with them. He would provide them with a room at the Agrieultural
Department, and, if necessary, they would also be provided with a temporary
geeretary. It was necessary that they should get to business straight away.

GENERAL BUSINESS.

The CHAIRMAN said he did not know if any member had anything
further to bring before the Conference. He would like to know if members
wished to sit after the tea adjournment, or if they would like to eontinue their
deliberations on the following morning. If they had no further business, he
would eall on the Premier to address them on the organisation of the agricultural
industry generally and the policy of the Government regarding agricultural
matters.

Mr. HOPPER said the Premier invited them to bring forward any
matters after the business on the agenda paper had been disposed of, and there
were one or two small matters of vital importance to the cheese manufacturers
which might be ventilated. Speaking of the cheese manufacturers on the other
side of Toowoomba, he thought they should be given better facilities for the
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marketing of their products: Cheese was sent by rail to Brisbane from Bell and
Kaimkillenbun, and in order to see in what condition the cheese was delivered
in Brigshane he paid a visit to Foley Bros. He found that the cheese had to
be put in dirty railway trucks at both Bell and Kaimkillenbun, and in addition
the trucks had bolts profruding 1 in. to 11 in. from the floor of the trueks. The
result was that the marks of the bolts protrnded into the cheese, and, in addition,
the dirty floors meant a deterioration of the cheese of from 10 to 20 per cent.
He hoped the Premier and the Chairman would see that the Railway Department
eayve 1his matter serious attention in the intevests of the primary producers.
He thought it was a matter the Advisory Board should go into as soon as possible.
He thought they should approach the Government to provide properly
insulated trucks for the cheese manufacturing distriets, so that their produce
could be marketed in good conditicn. Anyone looking at the cheese from
Toewoomba would see that it arrived in good condition, while that from Ball
and Kaimkillenbun was a disgrace. The Dairy Aet passed by the Government
was one of the very best daivy Acts ever passed in Queensland, but they should
not foree it on to the primary producers without helping them financially 1o
carry out its provisions. It would be a big burden on the primary producers
unless they were given some financial assistance. The Government had State
sawmills, and they could help the primary producers in adopling a standard box
for all dairies.
The CHATRMAN pointed ont that Mr. Hopper’s time had expired.

Mr. J. PURCELL thought that the matters raised by Mr. Hopper could
well be left to the Advisory Board, as they were the very matters that the board
were appointed to deal with.

The CHATRMAN said that he had met Mr. Hopper on his farm, and he
knew that he was a hard-working primary producer, but he thought his ideas
conld better be taken up by the Advisory Board. They eould make recommende-
tiops to the Government, and those recommendations, coming from such an
organised body, would receive every eonsideration from the Government,

Mr. HOPPER accepted the suggestion made by Mr. Pureell, and said he
would take the matter up with the Advisory Board.

Mr; KESSELL thought that the delegates would like to hear the remarks
of the Premier.

MR. THEODORE'S SCHEME FOR ORGANISING THE AGRICULTURAL
. INDUSTRY.

The CHATRMAN: I have much pleasure in ecalling on the Premier to
address you. (Applause.)

The PREMIER, who was received with applause, said he did not
want the impression to be created that he wished to monopolise the Con-
ference. But he had one or two ideas to put forward for their considera-
tion, Full epportunity would be given for all their proposals to be
brought forward. He hoped the Conference would not be terminated
hurriedly before they had a full opportunity of discussing all the matters they
had met to consider that day. What he wished fo put before them was a scheme
for effective organisation, which was the main coneern of the agrieultural
industry. That Conference was the most representative dairy conference that
had eyer assembled in Queensland. It might not be the largest numerically, hut
it was the most representative conference of dairymen that had ever assembled.
Therefore, he would like to put before them his secheme of organisation, which,
in his opinion, was necessary before they could have an adequate solution of the
problems with which they were confronted. They had elected an Advisory

13
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Board, but if they did not do anything further than that then they would have
no hetter organisation than they had before. If that was all they were going to
do, then the agricultural industry would be no better off than when they started.
It was like attempting to build an organisation from the top downwards, instead
of from the foundation upwards.

Basic Organisation Necessary.

They had an Advisory Board ecreated, but they had not a basic
organisation established. It was necessary to start in that way, because of
the urgency of some of the problems, but they should be lacking in wisdom if
they did not take the existing opportunity to establish a thoroughly effective
organisation among the farmers in order to complete the scheme of which
the Advisory Board was only a part. The Advisory Board must dovetail
in with a complete scheme of organisation, and the Advisory Board in the
dairying industry was, perhaps, not the only Advisory Board that might be
neeessary in connection with agriculture. Ie did not suppose they could find
any branch of agriculture more disorganised or suffering worse disabilities at
the present moment than the fruitgrowing industry of Queensland or of
Australia, and if any branch of agriculture wanted an advisory board the fruit
industry wanted it in all conscience. That was why he said they should only
bhe doing part of the work if they were content with appointing an Advisory
Board and allowed that Advisory Board to study the problems and let the work
rest there. Every farmer ought to be organised into some form of farmers’
association, the desienation of whech did not matter, but the form of constitution
did matter. The farmers themselves onght to determine that eventually, but
in order that the thing could be started, he had roughed out a scheme—just the
skeleton of an organisation—in order that such a thing could be launched. Tt
might be asked, ‘““Why establish another organisation when the Queensland
Farmers’ Union was in existence, and the Farners’ Alliance, and various other

& 33

organisations of that kind? .

The Wider Aspect of Agriculture.

There was a neeessity for an organisation to deal with the wider
aspect of agriculture and to co-ordinate the efforts of all farmers’ organisations
that were mnot party political organisations, and there was a necessity for
an organisation which was broad enough to embrace every agriculturist
and small grazier in Queensland, and it was necessary for that to be free
of any party alliance whatever. It might be equally necessary at the same
time to have, if they liked, Queensland Farmers’ Unions and Australian
Labour Party organisations in farming distriets, or whatever other kind of
party organisation they wanted for purely party political purposes. A farmer
must have the same right to express his party prejudieces or beliefs or
preferences as any other member of the community, but it was essential thaf
there should be an organisation free of that kind of limitation ; free for everyone
in the agricultural industry to partieipate in; and free to act in full co-operation
with the Government, whatever Government might be in offiece—whether it was
the existing (lovernment or some other Government.

The American and Canadian Systems of Rural Organisation.

ITig ideas upon the matter had to a large extent been assisted by &
study of the conditions relating to the organisation of farmers in Canada
and in Ameriea, and one had to give consideration to the experience of thoge
eountries, who had advanced vastly farther in that respect thanm any other
agricultural country in the world. The United States and Canada had through
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the organisation of the farmers and development of agrienlture increased
the status of the farmers farther than any other country in the world, and
they in Queensland would be foolish to ignore the experience of the American
farmers or overlook the benefits they had gained for themselves through that
form of organisation. In America the organisation was known as The American
Farm Bureau Federation. In every agricultural centre, large and small, in
the United States there was a local farm burean. It might comprise only twenty
members, or it might comprise 1,000 members, each one of them farmers. Those
were linked up with what were known as the County Federations. They had their
State executives in every State, and they again were linked up with what was
known as the Federation of Farm Bureaux, with headquarters at Washington.
They employed a tremendouns stalf, and their revenues eame from individual
contributions from members all over the United States. They had a membership
of 1,500,000 farmers, and their aggregate membership fees represented a very
large fund. They employed the best expert agriculturists, educationalists,
propagandists, and organisers that were to be got anywhere in the world, and,
eonsequently, they were carrying on the mogt effective kind of propaganda and
organising, and their influence was felt in an exceptional way in America. The
organised farmers in America at the present time was the strongest organised
section in America, and their influence was felt in every direction—in public
movements, in the Legislature, in administrative matters, and they had the
actual eo-operation of the United States Department of Agriculture. In every
large county and in every State they had what were known as the county agents.
Those were expert agriculturists selected by the Department of Agriculture,
and paid for by the Government, who were acting in constant co-operation with
the farmers’ organisation.

A Scheme for Queensland.

That organisation, which had been developed in the last two or three
years only, had proved so successful, and had emancipated the farmers from
so many wrongs and disabilities, that they would be foolish if they did not
attempt some kind of organisation of that nature in Queensland. There was
nothing to be lost by it. So section, no party, no authority suffered any loss
beeause of the organisation of the farmers on those lines in Queensland, They
were not doing any injury to anybody by doing that, but they were providing
the farmers with the means to become articulate—to voice their opinions, their
grievances, their wrongs, and by the foree of their organisations to have their
grievances adjusted, and also to have a basic organisation with which the Advisory
Board and other authorities of that kind that might be established would work in
complete unity and harmony. The idea he had formulated and which would be
circulated was merely the arbitrary outline of a mere skeleton scheme. Tt did
not represent the final word by any means. Nothing of the sort. It was a mere
suggestion, and embraced the establishment of what he would call the Queensland
Produeers’ Association. If would comprise local producers’ associations in every
centre where there was sufficient farmers to form one; those to be linked up in
distriet eouncils of agriculture. One of the provisions was as follows :—

“In every distriet where farmers are enrolled, there shall be
formed as auxiliaries to the Distriet Councils of Agriculture and of the
Clentral Couneil, Lecal Producers’ Assoeiations. Each sub-distriet may
form Local Producers’ Associations. (For example:—Assuming that
a Distriet Couneil were formed for the North Coast Distriet, Local
Producers’ Associations might be coustituted at Maleny, Montville,
Flaxton, Mapleton, Buderim Mountain, Woombye, and other centres.
with, say, the headquarters of the Distriet Conneil at Nambour,) '



178 QUEENSLAND AGRICULTURAL (JOURNAL, [Aprm, 1922,
Report of Proceedings of Daivy Conference.

In the Granite Fruit Belt, in the Stanthorpe Distriet, there were about a dozen
frnitgrowing centres. Bach centye might have its local producers’ association,
each one linked up with the distriet counecil with headquarters at Stanthorpe,
On the Downs, and in the various agrienltural districts of Queensland, they eould
establish all these organisations correlated and co-ordinated and linked up with
the Central Council of Agriculture, and the Central Council of Agrieulture
might be formed in this way. There inust be a start somewhere, and this would
be a provisional couneil.

“The first Council of Agrieﬁlture might be appointed by the
Yovernor in Couneil, and should consist of twenty members, such
members of the eonneil to be appointed as follows :—

Fifteen members to be eleeted in groups according to the sections of
the industry to be represented;

Five members to be appointed by the Governor in Couneil ;

The Secretary for Agrieulture to be president of the couneil, and
other officers of the counecil to be elected by the couneil itself.

“This Couneil of Agrieulture is to be the supreme authority in
the Queensland Producers’ Association,

““The objects of the council shall be to co-operate with the Loeal
Producers’ Association and the Department of Agrieulture in—

(i.) The development of the rural industries;
(ii.) Investigating and dealing with problems relating to the rural
industries ;
(iii.) Advising agriculturists with regard to matters which require
seientifie knowledge and training ;
(iv.) Research on subjects pertaining to the rural industries;
(v.) Securing effective action for the controlling of diseases and pests
generally ;
(vi.) The securing of additional marvkets {for the disposal of produce
and of improved means of distribution;
(vil.) The securing of improved means of transport;
(viii.) The watching of markets and the commereial side of the rural
industries generally ;
(ix.) The general poliey of standardising;
(x.) Extending the nsefulness of the professional staff of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture;
(xi.) Regarding matters in relation to agriculture which may e
referred to the conneil by the Minister;

. (xii.) Generally, advising, assisting, and eo-operating with the Depart-
ment in all matters pertaining to the rural industries,”

The Scheme Explained.

It might be asked how that would work in view of what they have done with an
Adyisory Board. He might explain that the general council of agriculture
would be the supreme authority; but under it, and in close touch with the
particular branch of industry with which it was concerned, would be the advisory
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boards. The adyisory boards would be to some extent subordinate to the general
couneil, but they would be eharged with the duty of carrying out speecial investi-
gations and exercising functions in their special branch of the industry. In
these matters they would not be interfered with., Another advisory hoard could
be appointed for the fruitgrowing industry. and the efforts of the advisory
hoards would, when necessary, be ¢o-ordinated by the central council of agrieul-
ture. The whole of those organisations from the bottom to the top, through the
local producers’ associations, through the distriet eouncils, through the advisory
hoards, and through the central eouneil of agriculture, would be farmer-controlled
organisations, The Government would be represented on the advisory boards
and on the eentral council, hut it wonld only be represented by having some of
its expert agrieulturists on it and the Minister for Agriculture, whoever he might
he, from time to time. That was in order to keep complete fouch between the
farmers’ organisations and the department, which must work in hearty co-opera-
tion in order to make the best of their advautages. If in order to haye the
thing launched, the farmers themselves would express their satisfaction with an
idea of that kind, the Government was prepared to eonvene, first of all, the
cenfral couneil of agriculture; to bring it into being the same way as the
Advisory Board had been brought into being. He would like to get their assent to
the couneil on those lines. The central eouncil could be a provisional council for
the purpoese of getting the organisation formed. The provisional council would
have to appoint a director and a number of organisers. The Government, in
the same way as would be done with the Advisory Board, would finance
initial operations for twelve months or so, until the organisation was fully
established. When the organisation was established, it would then define its
rules, draw up its constitution, determine the mode of contrel, and arrange
its finanee, and conduect its business without any interference from the Govern-
ment or from any other guarter. (ITear, hear!) He would recommend that
to their consideration. He would like to have their eriticisgn or comments on if,
or to answer any question they liked to ask. This was the scheme he touehed
upon on his agrieultural visit to the Downs and below the range a week or two
ago. Since then he had received many communications from various parts of the
State endorsing that scheme. In one or two districts they had gone so far as to
tentatively elect their organisers to put the scheme into operation. That was
a good epirit, and, if that spirit was followed, an organisation of this kind would
in twelve months be established.

Farmers a Force.

If they had an organisation of that magnitude effectively established,
the farmers would begin to be a foree in Queensland, which they were not
at the present time. They would be able to speak fo Glovernments, private
companies, to the Commissioner for Railways, and the shipping companies,
and whoever they had business with, in an authoritative voiee. This was
the best scheme he could formulate. Of eourse, the establishment of the
organisation itself did not aceomplish any reform, but when the organisation
was established, it would, by the foree of its ewn power and the brains and
enerey of the meén controlling it, formulate schemes of more effective
co-operation for the solution of the problems facing the industry, for the spread
of propaganda, for the formulation of policies dealing with educational matters,
and so on, and in that way it would effect reforms for aerieulture. Te was
not pretending that the Government was acting as 4 Government quite imperson-
ally in the matter; the State would get some benefit from an organisation of
that kind.
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Building the Nation.

They hoped to make the conditions of agriculture more attractive to those
who would become prospective settlers in Queensland. They hoped to get
advice from such an organisation to assist them fo solve problems relating to
administration and settlement—the opening of land to settlement and the
carrying on of the Agricultural Department generally, The Agricultural Depart-
ment would gain immeasurably from the establishment of an effective organisation
amongst the farmers, if the farmers would look at it in the spirit in which he
was putting it forward. He commended it to their consideration, and invited
them to speak plainly and frankly, and hide nothing. He would like to get
a confirmation from this Conference, as representative of one branch of agrieul-
tare—and, perhaps, the most important branch of agrieulture—of the necessity
for the formation of an organisation on these lines. As he mentioned at the
aufset, the form of the organisation did not matter, the name of it did not
matter; it was merely a question of getting it lannched; it would soon evolve
its methods of organisation and constitution witheut any outside direction,
{Applause.)

The 8cheme Supported.

Mr. P. K. POWER (Australian Dairy Farmers’ Association): He con-
gratulated the Government on the scheme they had put forward. If such s
scheme had been established ten years ago, the eountry would not have been
in the position it was in to-day; but these things eould never come too late.
The organisation he belonged to only started at the beginning of the year, and
it was earried out on non-political lines, similar to the scheme which the Premier
had outlined to-day. Up to the present, they have been very successful on the
Burnett. They had all fallen in with the proposal, which was on non-political
lines. He believed that, on non-political lines, there would be no difficulty in
launching the scheme proposed by the Premier. The Minister had apologised for
having hurriedly called the Conference together, but he (Mr. Power) did not
think the henourable gentleman need apologise, becanse the Conference had come
at a critieal time, and could not have been delayed any longer, as there were
many farmers in a precarious condition. The Minister had touched on the
subject of herd testing, and improvement in that direction wonld make things
better in the dairying line, but if they tested the herds and then culled thent
out, and sold the culls to other dairymen, it would not improve the herds gener-
ally. He thought the plan which the Premier had advanced was one which they
should all ficht for; it was what they had been fighting for in his own district
already. For his part he was willing to help the Premier in any way he counld
in this matter.

Farmers in Sympathy with the Premier’s Proposals.

Mr., DOUGLAS (Cooroy) endorsed what the Premier had said. THe
represented a dairy association, and there were fifty similar assoeiations which
had sprung up in Queensland, showing how much the farmers and dairymen
were in sympathy with the scheme which the Premier had put forth. It was a
question whether if would be wise to sectionalise the farming industry. It
might be advisable for dairymen and those connected with subsidiary produects
of dairying to join together, They would then have a combined interest with
which to go before the eentral coumeil. The fruitegrowers might combine in
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the same way. The programme put forward by the Premier was similar to
the policy of his association, which they had enunciated in a leaflet which they
had issued, If the different sections of producers were united in their respective
interests they would be able to bring weight before the eentral couneil in regard
to their needs.

Mr. HOLTON : He understond that the scheme outlined by the Premier
would at once sweep to one side all existing organisations.

The Prumisr: No, not to sweep them aside but to absorb them if they are
not party organisations,

Me. HOLTON : He took it that there would be no room for any organisa-
tion outside this scheme. The main disability under which the farmer
had been labouring, in addition to the want of unity, had been with regard fo
getting funds to carry on the associations. He hoped the Premier would indicate
on what lines the necessary fees to ecarry on this association successtully would be
obtained.

The Question of Sectional Organisation.

The PREMIER: Perhaps he had better answer these queries as they
were raised. Two points were raised by the last two speakers—the question of
- sectional organisation; the organisation of the various branches in compart-
ments, but co-ordinated under the ecentral council of agriculture. That was
the intention, although the seheme might not perhaps define it too elearly. Tt
was merely a skeleton, and the provisional eouncil would have to go info the
question of drafting a constitution. If the organisation wag established, the
organisation itself would provide an effeetive and proper constitution. Anyone
could see that they would have a top-heavy, ineffective organisation if they had
the men concerned in fruitgrowing, wheatgrowing, dairying, and sugar-growing
all combined together on the same board to deal with the details of those
respeetive industries. They would not be interested in the same problems at all.
Therefore, the various branches would be segregated for the consideration of
their own particular problems, but they would all be linked up with the Couneil
of Agriculture, which would look after the interests of the organisation as a
whole. The dairymen must have their own authority controlling their own
affairs, and the fruitgrowers likewise. The wheatgrowers would also deal with
problems which eoncerned only themselves. But they would all be linked together
in one central council of agriculture, and they would exercise a force as a united
body of farmers and eould be utilised ag required.

Financing Preliminary Organisation.

With regard to financing, he realised the diffieulty of launching such
an organisation, beeause of the mnecessity of having considerable funds at
the initial organising period. It was always a difficulty in launching
a big organisation to get it going properly, because they might have to
spend thousands of pounds before it would be properly established. Ag it
was a semi-public undertalking, and as it was for the benefit of the State,
he thought that the State ought to earry the inifial cost of establishing the
central counecils of agriculture. A staff would be appointed to direct the
organisation. They would appoint organisers in the wvarious districts, the
organisers coming from among the farmers themselves. The Government
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would pay them for the first twelve months, and after that the central
conncil would devise means for carrying them on. For a time it might
be necessary for them to receive Government assistance even after the twelve
months. In America they found it wise for the Government to grant finanecial
assistance and pay the entire salarvies of the eounty agents, and they also gave
the organisation the use of their expert agriculturists. In fact, they were put
under the direction of the organisation. The same thing ought to be done in
Queensland. TIf they had experts in dairying or in stock, and the same with
experts in fruitgrowing, experts in dealing with pests and disease, and so on,
they could be put in the distriets where they could be best used. Their services
could be controlled by the district .couneils formed under this organisation.
The American Farm Bureau levied their members to the extent of 50 cents, about
2s., a year. It was not a large sum, but it provided a big fund. Tt might be
necessary to go further than that in Queensland, but they could devise a financial
system which would enable their affairs to be carried on successfully.
(Applause.)

The CHATRMAN said that the scheme had been outlined by the Premier
for the organisation of the agrieultural industry, and printed copies of the
scheme had been circulated amongst the members assembled. He sngoested that
someone might move the general approval of the scheme, as he gathered that
they were in favour of it,

Mr. DOUGLAS moved that the remarks of the Premier be endorsed by
the meeting; and that his scheme be approved of.

Mr. DEAN seconded the motion.
Mr. J. PURCELL suggested the motion be amended to read—

““That this Conference approves of the seheme of organisation
outlined by the Premier, and is of opinion that necessary action be
taken to bring the schieme into operation at once,”

Mr. DOUGLAS accepted the amended motion, and in this form it was put
to the meeting, and carried unanimously.

APPOINTMENT OF DAIRY REPRESENTATIVES.

The PREMIER suggested that the meeting should appoint the repre-
sentatives of the dairy industry to the provisional Counecil of Agriculture.
Afterwards the council would become a permanent body. Neither the Minister
for Agriculture nor himself could give much personal atfention to the details
of the erganising work, and it was not desirable they should do it. The work
should be in the hands of the council quite independent of politicians. The
epuncil would have to appoint its own organisers, and pay them a good salary.
Those present, as vepresenting one branch of the agricultural industry, could
appoint their representatives, and the fruitgrowers and canegrowers could
appoint their representatives later on. IHe suggested that they should appoint
their five representatives. The Govermment would, at a later date, appoint
five members to represent the Government on the couneil. In all probability
Mr. Story, Publie Service Commissioner, would be one of those representatives.
Mr. Story possessed excellent organising ability and had assisted him greatly in
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formulating this scheme. Tle had given great consideration to agricultural
education, perhaps more than any other man in the State, and the couneil would
look to him for advice. e suggested that the five representatives be appointed.

Mr, STAFFORD moved—

““That the five dairy representatives be chosen by the Advisory
Board appointed that day.”

Mr. WINNETT seconded the motion.

Mr. WARREN opposed the motion. Te had every confidence in the
members of the Advisory Board, but he thonght the council should be elected
by the farmers themselves. He knew it was difficult to get meetings of farmers,
and he quite understood that, ag the farmers worked hard and had no time to
attend meetings. It was hard for a farmer to make a living out of his farm
now, and that was the reason his sons migrated to the cities, where the conditions
of employment were better than on a farm. That was bad for the country, and
was in¢reasing the population of Brisbane at the expense of the country. If they
aould only get rid of party politics they would have a much better country, and
he would like to see the Premier come out as a non-party politician. (Loud
laughter and applause.) He would oppose the motion, and moved as an amend-
ment—

“That the members be appointed from the delegates present.”’

Mr. PETERSON (Killarney) seconded the amendment.

A Forward Move.

My, SLOAN eongratulated the Chairman and the Premier on the proposi-
tion they had put forward. Dairying and other agricultural pursuits were good
for the State and should be fostered. The Premier had taken a forward move
in inviting the vepreseutatives of the dairy industry to meet to discuss this
proposition. The ,more they could raise the status of the farming industry,
edneationally and otherwise, the better it would be for their children. They
should put party politics on one side and embrace this opportunity. Ie had
gathered from the remarks of the Premier and Chairman that there was a
possibility of the party political system being abolished. He hoped to see it
abolished and that all would he working for the good of the State. He did not
agree with placing in the hands of the six men who had been elected to the
Advisory Board the power to cleet the grand council. TTe had been in favour
of the election of the Advisory Board, not exactly because he believed in the
men on it, but because the dairy industry was in such a eritical position that
they had to give some opportunity of rendering assistance in the near future.
They had, therefore, sunk all differences and elected the Advisory Board. The
Premier pointed out the delay which wounld ensue by referring the matter of the
election of the board to their organisations. The various associalions might turn
vound and say that the Conference had no vight to eleet a central council without
reference to the associations, as there was no hurry for it. Let the delegates,
therefore, go back and place the matter hefore their associations to be decided
by ballot. 1f this Advisory Board was going to be truly representative of the
dairy industry, they would want loyalty amongst the co-operative factories.
They had had a little experience in his district some time ago in illustration of
this. They joined a pool and also the co-operative association of Queensland.
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They found that one of the co-operative factories of that association was ship-
ping butter to Townsville and under-selling them. They wrote to the company
and also fo Mr. ITarris, and offered their butter to him at 1} per cent. less than
they were selling it in Townsville, hut the offer was refused. It should be under-
stood that they could not tfurn round and cut each ofher’s throats. None of the
farmers wanted to squeeze the consumer. They were out to get a fair value for
their produets, and to enable the consumer to get a fair wage, so that he eould
buy butter at a reasonable price. They must fix the price of butter to the
consumer in accordance with the cest of produetion. The practice had been to
fix the price to the consumer fivst, and to leave an inadequate price for the
farmer. He had received a wire from his association that he was not to jeopardise
or in any way pledge them until they knew the position fully.

Mr. HEMBROW (Roma): One of the previous speakers said that he
should go back to his company to explain matters. Iis own opinion was that
the delegates were there representing the shareholders of their companies. e
was prepared, on behalf of his company, to take the responsibility of voting on
the question before them. It would take a good deal of time for them to go
back and consult all the suppliers of each factory and advise them what to do.
The suppliers would simply take their advice on the matter if they went back {o
them, go that it was quite competent for the Conference to elect the members of
the couneil.

Mr. G. GRAHAM said he understood the Premier to say that the six
members of the Advisory Board would be subservient to the council.

The PREMIER : He did not use the word subservient: he said in some
sense subordinate to the council. Ile did not mean that they would be under
the supervision of the council. The exact nature of their funetions and duties
wounld depend upon what the ovganisation itself evolved. If there was to be
a central council of agriculture it was bound to be the supreme authority in the
Queensland Producers’ Association. Onece having set up an*Advisory Board to
undertake certain functions they must not then interfere with the Advisory
Board; but the council would he the superior authority, in the sense that it
would control everything, but it would not interfere with members of distriet
councils or of the Advisory Board in the special work allotted to those authorities,
Each would have their own funections, but the council would be the highest
authority in the association. It was obyvious, or it ought tfo be obvious, that it
was impossible to outline a scheme and settle every detail at the commencement,
The scheme must grow and the constitution must be evolved as time went on.
All they could lay down at the start was the basis on which the scheme could be
established. They were now discussing the couneil of agriculture, which would
have important functions, and they conld launch the council and organise the
district councils and formulate a constitution to work on at the start. While
dong that the council would lay down the lines of action which ought to be
adopted. When he used the termn that the Board was a subordinate body to the
coumeil, he thought that in their own sphere they should be the final authority.

Mr. G. Granas: The couneil will be supreme ?
The PREMIER : Tt will be the executive head.
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Mr. G. Gramanm: The Couneil can override the Advisory Board.

The PREMIER: No, not in the matters referred to the Advisory Board
for their investigation and decision. The functions of both ought to be defined.
The couneil would be a consultative board on all branches of agriculture, and
would consider all problems relating to agriculture. The council would have the
right to lay down plans and make recommendations for the agricultural industry
as a whole, so in that sense it would be the superior authority ; but each Advisory
Board would look after its own functions. He was not wedded to any particular
form of control. This was a tentative scheme, and he thought it was a workable
one, and they could alter it to suit the existing conditions as time went on.

Mr. SLOAN asked if the Advisory Board brought forward any matter
svhich conflicted with the eouncil, which opinion would prevail.

The PREMIER: Tt was not necessary to attempt to deal with every
problem at the start. The council wonld have to use diseretion. Say the fruit-
fly trouble was brought forward, the council might decide that that was a
matter that could be best dealt with by the Advisory Beard for the fruit
indnstry, but they would find out the best way of dealing with these matters
as time went on. Other matters might be referred to the Agricultural Depart-
ment, and matters referred to the Agricultural Department might he sent to
the council or the Advisory Board. Common sense would have to be exercised
when referring matters to different bodies for investigation and attention.
There might be overlapping for a start, but as the scheme evolved they would
et over that difficulty. '

Mr. SLOAN thought the Advisory Boards would be antagonistic to the
council of Agrieulture.

The PREMIER: If matters arose which affected more than one branch
of the agriecultural industry it would be dealt with by the council. The council
would have the means for adjusting differences, and in that sense would be the
final authority,

Mr. HOLTON pointed out that, according to the Premier’s scheme, the
council wounld have the same funetions to attend to as the Advisory Board
elected that day.

The PREMIER pointed out that those funetions were allotted to the
Advisory Board that day because the council of agriculture was not yet in
existence, nor could the council exercise those functions until the Queensland
Producers’ Association was firmly established ; but as soon as the council hecame
a permanent body they would take over those funetions set out in the scheme.
The Advisory Board would then deal with partienlar matters, such as a pool
or the co-ordination of co-operative companies. Experience would show them
what funetions to take from the Advisory Board.

Mr. W. T. HARRIS thought it would mean too much delay to go back
to the co-operative companies to elect the five dairy representatives, He thonght
they should he elected that night.
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Mr. STAFFORD stated that they had already appointed an Advisory
Board, and if they appointed five members from the dairymen to act on the
council they wonld be supreme to the Advisory Board. He thought they should
appoint five members from the Advisory Board to act as their representatives
on the couneil.

Mr. ANDERSON stated that they appointed the six best men on the
Adyisory Board, and now they were going to appoint the next hest five, who
would be supreme over the best six on the Advisory Board.

The Premier: It does not matter whether you seleet the same men or
five additional men.

Mr. G. GRAHAM; If the six men appointed to the Advisory Board were
elected they would have a jolly sight too mueh to do, as he understood they
would have to do all the organising. There was a chap called ““Pooh Bah,”’ and
those six men would be in the same position if elected to the couneil.

The PREMIER : Tt might be advisable to lay it down that until they had
the organisation established, or at any rate formed in such a manner that it
would have some effective force, they should not exercise any jurisdietion over
the present Advisory Board. The council they were electing was only the council
to prepare for the organisation, and not to exercise all those funetions that were
in the objeetive, Therefore it might he necessary, in order to prevent any
misunderstanding of their powers, that it be provided that they do not exercise
any jurisdietion over the Advisory Board until the lapse of a eertain time.

Mr. W. T. HARRIS: The Advisory Board which had been elected had
special funetions in looking after the resolutions passed at the Conferenee,
whereas the central council would have different funetions altogether. One of
the functions of the council would be to organise the farmers, and the power
would be conferred upon them to see that the State was divided into certain
divisions wherein distriet councils and associations could be formed. It was
therefore necessary to elect another five men to do that organising,

Mr. SLOAN: Ie was not objecting to five men being appointed, but he
was in favour of Queensland being divided info different divisions, and the
agriculturists in those divisions given the opportunity of selecting the best
men in the division. If those five men were appointed by the Conference, they
would probably comprise men from districts from Maryborough down; and, as
the Chairman was well aware, the Atherton Distriet would soon overshadow any
other dairying distriet in Queensiand, and the dairymen in North Queenslanc
should therefore have an opportunity of selecting a member of the eouneil.

Mr. PRITCHARD: It would save a good deal of overlapping if they
specified that the Advisory Board should work for twelve months until the farmers
were properly organised. The council of agriculture could then take the place
of the Advisory Board.

My, AUSTIN: The Conference had elected an Advisory Board speeially
to look after the dairying industry, and they were going to be very busy during
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the next twelve months. LE they carvied out thoveughly the responsibilities thev
had undertaken, they would have their work cut out, They wanted an efficient
body of men on the eentral couneil—men of organising ability—and they should
get the very best men available, The scheme was ripe, and his adviee was to let
it 2o on and o not endanger it by an error of tacties.

Mr, GEORGE BURTON (Wyreema) : As it was impossible for the Con-
ference to elect members to the council from other industries, would it not be
faiver to defer the matter till later on?

The PREMIER : They had there the most representative body for such
an eleetion that eould be got together.

Mr. HOPPER: He teck it that they had elected an Advisory Board to
look after the butter and cheese industries, That was the speeial business they
had to centralise on. In addition to that, it was necessary fo organise the
farming industry generally, and it was quite possible that men eapable of looking
after the business end of the stick were not eapable of looking after the industrial
end. The farmers themselves were their worst enemies, and to protect them they
must protect them against themselves. They must organise from one end of
Queensland to the other. The Advisory Board would be in a more central
position, where they could get a better inside knowledge into the marketing
problem.

Mr, MeDONALD (Central Queensland Daivymen’s Company): The
position might be cleared up somewhat if they could come to an understanding
as to the life of the central ecounecil. He took it that it was not the intention of
the Premier to bring the eentral council into being that evening by the mere
appointment of five representatives trom the dairying indusiry.

The PremiEr : 1t would take a month at least fo constitute it fully.

Mze, MeDDONALD : The appointment of an Advisory Board was necessary
beeause of the parlous state of the dairying industry, and it would be most
unfortunate if any action by that board had to stand over pending the appoint-
ment of a central couneil.

The Premicr: That was not invelved. The Advisory Board conld go
straight on with their work. They would not have to wait on the constitution of
the central couneil.

Mr. McDONALD : He would give the Premier and the Minister for Agri-
culture all the encouragement possible in regard to bringing about the proposed
scheme; at the same time it would be disastrous should it happen that the
funections of the Advisory Board should be curtailed in any way. If they could
appoint a time during which the Advisory Board could act independently of the
central council, it would overcome a great deal of the diffieulty with which they
were faced.

Mr, HOLTON : e would like to take that opportunity of complimenting
the Premier and the Secretary for Agriculture on bringing the dairymen together.
There had been various meetings of dairymen, but no such representative meet-
ing as the Conference, and he must compliment the Premier on the appointment

[
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of an Advisory Board. Certainly, it was a foregone conelusion, and they could
not have appointed better men. The mover of this motion might have been quite
right. They had appointed good men, who knew the dairy business from A to Z,
and who could easily have selected the five men for the couneil,

Mr, PURCELL: He would like to ask the Premier whether the central
council would have to personally organise the industry. If so, it was necessary
to have members of the Adyisory Board on the couneil.

The PREMIER : Ile was glad the question was asked, as it gave him the
opportunity to point out that the council of agriculture would not have to do
the organising work personally. It could not be expected, because the eouncil
of agriculture consisted of fifteen representatives of the agricultural industry
and the five Government representatives. MThe couneil would really constitute
an executive, and in that capacity they would direet the course of organisation.
Under the heading of ** Distriet Councils,”” it was stated—

*‘In every distriet determined upon by the eouncil of agriculture
there shall be established a distriet council. This eouncil shall be con-
stituted by representatives of each of the loeal producers’ associations.
The distriet organisers appointed by the eouncil of agriculture shall be
members of the distriet council for the district in which they are
acting.”’

It implied that the eouncil of agriculture would have a direetor appointed with
the view of getting the thing launched without any delay. They would recollect
that he had wired to Mr. Gullett, whose organising capacity was well known, and
they would have appointed that gentleman to the position of director if he wounld
have accepted the position. If the scheme he had outlined to the Conference
was acceptable to them, it was his intention to leave the appointment of a
© suitable person to the posifion of organising direetor to the counecil of agrieul-
ture. If they could get a man like Mr. Gullett te carry on organisation under
their direction, they could appoint him. TLet them appoint the district
organisers from amongst the farmers themselyves, and the work would go on,
He did not want the members of the council to go out organising, No doubt
they would do a certain amount of propaganda in the distriet from which they
came. They could place the work of organisation in the hands of distriet officers.
He eould mention half a dozen men in the room who with himself could organise
the work in three months, and the council might do the same thing. He wanted
to launch the movement so that the machinery could be established, and the
organisation would follow. He was satisfied that the farmers in the various
distriets would respond. Scores of letters had come into his department and
fhe Department of Agriculture weleoming the proposal for an organisation.
The council would organise the staff they employed, and get the most capable
man as direetor for the purpose of keeping the thing going.

The CHATRMAN put Mr. Warren’s amendment—that five membeors
stould be elected by the mecting to represent the dairying industry on the couneil
of agriculture-—which was carried.
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My. MORWOOD moved: ‘“That three men representing the hutter
industry, and two representing the cheese industry, be elested by the Conference
as representatives on the council of agriculture.”” These men, he thought, wouldl
be the men best qualified to sit on the eounecil.

Mr. PRITCHARD seconded the amendment.

Mr. SLOAN : He took it that the six men who were elected to the Advisory
Board would receive a salary for their services.

The CHATRMAN : The Government will pay them.

The PREMIER: The members of the Advisory Board must receive a fee
for the time lost while serving on the board. They must receive their travelling
allowanee and a certain allowance for the time lost. It would be different under
the permanent organisation. Ie did not know whether the permanent organisa-
tion, when it was formed, would allow any fees either to the members of the
distriet council or of the council of agriculture. In the first three monthy
members would be called together to congider organiging and direct matters, and
they should be compensated for their loss of time, and no doubt the Government
would provide for that; but the question as to what the permanent policy of tho
Glovernment would be with regard to the members of the council of agriculture
was a matter for future consideration.

Mr. WARREN : For the first twelve months the function of the eouneil
of agrieulture would be to organise. Some of the best organisers were not on the
Adyisory Board. He had in his mind two men who had had vast experience in
organising, and if the motion was carried those men would be cut out.

The CHAIRMAN : The amendment is a negative of the motion, and it is
ont of order.

Mr. O'SHEA (Strathpine) asked if the members of the Advisory Board
were eligible to sit on the ecouncil of agriculture as representatives of the dairying
interests ?

Mr. DOUGLAS thought they were asking the members of the Advisory
Board to do too much. It would be better to let them do their work on the

Advisory Board and not appoint them to the council at all. It would be no
detriment to those men to appoint five others to the couneil.

Mr. SLOAN said the representatives on the council would have different
funetions to the Advisory Board. They would appoint the organisers in the
different districts according to the geographical positions.

Mr. McANALLY moved a further amendment—

‘“That the gentlemen who have been appointed as members of
the Advisory Board are ineligible to sit on the council of agriculture.”’

My, HOPPER seconded the amendment,

The amendment was put to the meeting and earried by 35 votes to 1.
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The CHAIRMAN called for nominations to fill the five positions as dairy
representatives on the council, and the following were nominated:  Messrs.
MeAnnally (Dalby), Douglas (Cooroy), Peutecost (Brishane), J. Pureell
(Toowoomba), Sloan (Atherton), Winnett (Kingston), Fitzagerald (Cambooya),
Power (Burnett), and Todd (Warwick].

. On resuming it was decided to eleet the five members by ballot, and the
election was then held.

The CHATRMAN announced the result of the ballot as follows:—

Mr, H. MeAnally (Dalby) .. o o 32 votes
Mre. AL 8. Doeuglas (Cooroy) T .. 38 votes
My, J. Pureell (Teowoomba) i . BH votes
Mz, W..J. Sloan (Atherton) 2% .. 44 votes
Mr. J. T. Tod (Warwick) .. oA, .. 44 votes

That was an absolute majority, and he declared those five gentlemen duly
elected by the Conference.

Mr. DOUGLAS asked the Premier whether he thought it wise to proceed
with the various organisations that were now being formed in the country and
then bring them under the bureau system later on.

The PREMIER: The best course to be adopted in regard to that matter
would be to arrange for the conversion of those organisations that were now
exigting or about to be established into the loecal producers’ associations that
would be established under the scheme: When he met the fruitgrowers at
Stantherpe, the eouncil of fruitgrowers there practically made the suggestion
that their organisation was willing to come en bloc into the new organisation.
It would mean, of course, that that organisation of fruiterowers would have to
adopt for their rules the rules provided by the council of agriculture for the
local producers’ associations. They would dissolve the old association and
form themselves into a new association, The same thing could be done with the
Farmers’ Alliance, dairymen’s assoeiations, and various other associations of
that kind, but there might be some organisations amongst the farmers which took
part in political affairs, and he did not desire to dissolve their existing organisa-
tions. There would be no necessity in such case for them to dissolve, but it
would assist the scheme if the existing organisations throughout the State would
agree to merge into the large organisation. Facilities for that would be provided
by the council of agrienlture.

Mr. DOUGLAS: Would it be wise to suggest that those organisations join
up with the different sections of the farming industry—the dairymen with the
dairymen’s associations, and the fruitgrowers with the fruitgrowers’ associations,
and so on? k.

The PREMIER: That was how it would be arranged. There were five
great branches of the agricultural'industry—~fruit growing, wheat growing,
dairying, sugar, and general farming. In each of those five branches there would
be the sectional organisations, and those associations that were now organised in
any one branch could easily be merged in the particular sectional organisation
under the scheme.
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Mr. JOHNSTON (provisional director of the new co-operative company
being formed at Rockhampton) moved: ‘‘That Conference of dairymen
place on record the appreciation shown by the Premier and Secretary for
Agriceulture towards the dairymen and farmers of Queensland.’’

Mr. McINTYRE (Mount Tyson): He was very pleased to be there to
express similar opinions with regard to the Premier and the Secretary for
Agriculture, and to express his thanks to them for the assistance they had given
to the wheatgrowers in particular. The wheat pool instituted by the Govern-
ment had been of great assistance to the wheatgrowers. If the Premier could
better the conditions of the man on the land by the action he had taken, he
deserved the thanks, not only of the farming community, but of the whole of
Queensland and of the whole of Australia, (Hear, hear!) The Premier in his
address stated that the farming industry was stationary—that it was not pro-
gressing. It was mot progressing, and as far as his part of the country was
concerned it was retrogressing. If the Premier, by the action he was taking,
could stop that retrogression it would be a great achievement, and he would
deserve the thanks of the men on the land.

The vote of thanks was carried by aecelamation.

The CHAIRMAN : The Premier and himself appreciated the hearty vote
of thanks which had been tendered to them, but the Government were equally
grateful to the farmers present for attending the Conference. He considered
that the Conference had been very successful. There was a lot of work in front
of the members of the Advisory Board, who would find that they had assumed
great responsibilities, but with that responsibility there was power to do things.

The CHATRMAN then declared the Conference closed.

THE DAIRYING INDUSTRY ADVISORY BOARD.

Pursuant to the deeisions of the Dairy Conference, the Advisory Board
For the Dairying Industry has been constituted as follows:—

Chairman: Mr. E. Graham, Chief Dairy Expert (Government

Representative) .
MEmBERS,
Butter Section: Messrs. W. T. Harris, T. Flood Plunkett, and W. E.
Dean.

Theese Section: Messrs. William Purcell and Henry Keefer.
Condensed Milk Section: Mr. G. Burton.
Secretary: Mr, W. H. Franklin, Department of Agrienlture and Stock.
Two sittings have taken place, at which consideration was given to the
following matters and recommendations made to the Minister accordingly .—

The better service and design of trueks conveying butter, eream, and
cheese to and from the factories,

14
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Report of Proceedings of Dairy Conference.

The necessity for adequate provision being made for the cold storage of
dairy produce at this port.

A reduction of rail freights covering dairy products in their manufactured
state in transit to market.

Consideration was given to the obtaining of information concerning the
market conditions of dairy produce in all available markets.

The matter of herd testing was fully discussed in all its phases, and a
recommendation was made to the Minister for Agriculture requesting that
consideration be given to inereasing the mumber of stud dairy stock at the
Queensland Agricultural College, with the view of assisting to provide the stud
bulls necessary to supplant the inferior animals now employed in many dairy
herds.

Information is being obtained as to the complement of stud bulls now
available.

The Board unanimously endorsed the necessity of bringing into greater
prominence the conservation of fodder, especially in the form of ensilage on
dairy farms, and intend to urge dairy farmers to give attention to the construe-
tion of silos under a co-operative scheme as soon as the organisation will permit
of such action being taken.

The improvement in the quality of dairy produce was considered by the
Board, and the fullest information iz being obtained concerning the results of
pasteurisation of both milk and cream in other dairying countries; and the
Board expect at a later date to be able to furnsh definite particulars in regard
to the improvement in quality that may be effected by pasteurisation, also cost
of plants, installation, &e.

The Board will sit again on Thursday, 6th April, in the room allotted for
its use, at the Office of the Department of Agrieulture and Stock, Brishane.

HYDRO-ELEGTRIC POWER.

The Minister for Agriculture (Hon. W. N. Gillies, M.I.A.), in the course of a state-
ment to the Press, on his return from Tasmania, referred to a big Government water power
scheme now approaching completion in the Tsland State. Infer alia, Mr. (tillies said:—

“¢What impressed me most, and which more than anything attracted me fo Tasmania,
was the Tasmanian Government hydro-electric power scheme, invelving a probable expenditure
of £2,750,000, which was started nearly six years ago. The scheme is not yet complete, but
the power at present being generated is equal to 18,000 kilowatts or 20,000 horse-power, and
ig being supplied to various power users, including the Hobart Muniecipality for its tramways.
It is also being supplied to the electrolytic zine works at Risdon at about 50s. per horse-
power per annum. The earbide works at Bleetrona use 3,500 horse-power, and will eventually
use 7,500, Cadbury, Fry, and Co.’s works at Claremonf are also supplied. In my opinion,.
cheap motive power being of such importance, nothing has been attempted that will be of
greater benefit to Tagmania.’’

We have no great natural lakes in Queensland, but we have numerous great waterfalls,
with power and water running to waste. We also have rivers that can be cheaply dammed,
and thus ereate artifieial lakes for power and also irrigation.
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Organisation of the Agricultural Industry. A State-wide
Co-operative Scheme.

ENRICHMENT OF RURAL LIFE.

-

A Summary of an Address by the Premier, the Hon.
E. G. Theodore, M.L.A., to the [armers of the Laidley
District, focusing the effects modern social and economic
changes are having upon the primary industries, outlining
a scheme for the State-wide and effective organisation of the
Agricultural Indusiry, and explaining generally a far-reaching
and constructive rural policy.

PREMIERS” ADDRESS TO LAIDLEY FARMERS.

On 21st February, before a large and representative gathering of
farmers of the Laidley district, the Premier (the Hon. B. G. Theodore, M.L.A.)
discussed the difficulties confronting primary producers, suggested solutions
of present problems, and sketched a broad and practical seheme for the general
betterment of the agricultural industry and the enrichment of rural life.

The main points of the Premier’s address are summarised as follows :—

The Importance of Agriculture—

The Government has never underrated the importance of agriculture.
It has always recognised that the future of the State is intimately associated
with the soil, and agrieulture is the basis of all our future hopes. No one
has a greater claim to be regarded as a worker than the man who tills the
soil; and no one is more entitled to participate in shaping the policy and
governing the affairs of this State than the members of that great and
influential class. The farmer is the mainstay of our civilisation and the most
indispensable worker in the community. The Government recognises the
importance of the eultivators of the soil and the acuteness of their problems.
The main features of its policy are those dealing with the encouragement of
agriculture and the protection of the man on the land. Much of the time
and energy of the Government, since 1915, have been devoted to translating
that platform into effect, as is evidenced by the following list of legislative
and administrative achievements:—

1. Cane Prices Regulation, which for the first time in Queensland
ensured to the cane-growers a fair price for their product. It can reasonably
be claimed that this scheme has benefited the eane-farmers to the extent of not
less than one million pounds sterling since 1915.
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2. The Sugar Acquisition Agreements.—These agreements have
stabilised the price of sugar, and made the sugar industry the most prosperous
business in the State. In 1915 the value of the sugar products of this State
was computed at £1,500,000; in 1921 it had inereased to over £9,000,000.

3. The Repeal of the Railway Guarantee.—This measure relieved fhe
farmer of the railway land tax.

4. The Queensland Wheat Fool, which enables the wheat erops to be
marketed under better conditions than ever obtained in the past.

5. Advances to Settlers.—The entire system of State advances to new
selectors has been liberalised and brought up to date.

6. Co-operative Agricultural Production.—The Government instituted
the system of advances for the purchase of dairy cattle. Advances under this
Act have been made to 552 farmers.

7. Cold Stores for Farmers’ Produce.—The Government is erecting a
modern cold store with a capacity of 600,000 cubie feet of cold storage space
for butter, cheese, fruit, vegetables, and eggs.

8. Main Roads Scheme.—The Government has launched a eomprehensive
policy for the improvement of the main roads of the State. Particular
attention is being given to the roads in agricultural districts.

9. Cotton Cultivation.—A guaranteed fair price is being granted to the
producers of cotton by the Government, with the result that this industry is
rapidly expanding.

10. Relief to Settlers on Repurchased Estates. X

11. Amendment of Income Tax Act.—This enables the farmer to carry
forward the losses of previous years when caleulating his income for taxation
purposes. Queensland is the first State to carry this reform.

12. Drought Time Assistance to Farmers.—The Government dealt
generously at all times during the droughts of 1915 and 1919 when they were
appealed to by the farmers. Seed wheat and fodder for starving stock were
distributed on the most generous terms. As much as 87,000 bushels of seed
wheat were distributed among 1,400 farmers in one year. Aid in many other
ways was given to farmers during the drought period.

In addition to the foregoing, the Government has responded to every
reasonable request made by farmers for protection and encouragement. The
following measures have been passed solely in the interests of the agrieultura’
industry :—

Cheese Pool Act.

Banana Industry Preservation Aet.
Fertiligser Aect.

Stoek Foods Aect.

Diseases in Stoek Aet.

Brands Act.

Supervision of Produce Agents.
Research for Eradication of Pests.
Marketing of Farmers’ Wool.
Fruit-growing Instruetion.

Free Soil Analyses for Farmers.
Cheap Arsenic for the Destruction of Prickly-pear.
Pure Seeds Act.



Apgir, 1922.] QUEENSLAND AGRICULTURAL JOURNAL. 195

The Producer and Consumer—Identity of Interest—

In reeent times there has been a distinet move towards the amalgamation
of the forces of the farming community and ecity consumers for the purpose
of giving effect to a mutually beneficial programme of legislation and reform.
This movement has gained great headway in the United States of America
and in Canada. An identity of interest is recognised by both these inter-
dependent sections; and this is expressed by a platform mutually agreed
upon, and which is by force of combination being gradually forced into effect.

A comprehensive and constructive policy for the future development
and encouragement of agriculture is the greatest need in this State at the
present time.

A prosperous and expanding agricultural industry and a contented
rural population should be our most serious aim.

In Queensland we have passed the gold era, and have not yet begun a
manufacturing era; but we are on the threshold of a great agricultural era.

We have been endowed by Providence with a wonderful heritage—a
land which is richer in natural resources, climate, and fertility than any other
undeveloped country on earth.

It is to agrieulture, and to the industries dependent on agrienlture,
that we must turn our attention in formulating future policies.

A large measure of our future energy and constructive ability must be
devoted to the solution of agricultural problems.

A Tangible and Realisable Objective—
The Premier laid down the following as a tangible and realisable
objective i —
1. Agriculture as an industry must be made a remunerative industry
to those engaged in it.

2. The industry must be greatly extended, for only in that way can
an additional population be absorbed; and it is only by
increasing the population that we ean reduce our per capita
finaneial burdens.

3. The conditions of life of all country dwellers must be made more
attractive than at the present time.

An agricultural policy, to be effective, must include proposals dealing
with all of the following topies; these would constitute some of the leading
planks of an agricultural programme - —

1. Co-operation.

2. Pools.

3. Advisory Boards for the different sections of the agrieultural
industry.

4. Agricultural education,

5. Main roads.

6. Extension of social amenities to rural life.

7. Opening land for settlement,

o

. Representation abroad to promote trade for primary produets.
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Under the present limited extent of co-operation among those engaged
in the primary industries, the farmers are the greatest sufferers from market
finctuations.

When depression oceurs in the market price of produets, the farmer
has to bear almost the entire burden of the fall,

The middlemen gain most of the advantages by refusing to lower prices
to the consumers.

When there is a rise in prices, the middlemen enjoy the benefits, for the
simple reason that the increases in prices are not passed on to the producers.

Neither the producers nor the consumers gain any advantage from
market fluctuations.

Effective Co-operation the Need.

The farmer by establishing effective co-operation ean remove many of
the diffieulties that exist in connection with the marketing of his produce, and
ean eliminate a great deal of the middlemen’s profits.

Co-operation is the best form of self-help for the man on the land.

In the United States of America the co-operative principle has been
extensively developed in the farming community, with the result that farmers
in that country are more prosperous than farmers in any other country of the
world.

‘What has been done in the United States can be done in Queensland.

If farmers made use of the co-operative prineiple, they could solve all
the problems relating to production, transportation, distribution, finance, and
marketing of their produets.

The Queensland Wheat Pool—

The Queensland Wheat Pool is a living example of what ean be done
by the farmers by co-operative effort.

The Queensland Wheat Pool is based upon pure co-operation.

The farmers constitute the Board of Management, formulate the policy,
and direct the whole business of marketing the wheat erop, which previously
was done solely by traders and commission agents.

The farmers had never managed this business before; but with little
preparation they secured the necessary parliamentary authority, established
the pool, appointed a staff, devised the machinery of administration, arranged
the finances, and in the first year handled the whole erop of 4,000,000 bushels,
which was a record crop for Queensland.

Speculating in wheat was prevented, middlemen’s profits were
eliminated, the business was managed for ome-third the ordinary cost of
marketing, and the farmers were paid the full value for their wheat.

‘What has been done by the farmers in connection with wheat ean he
done with all other staple produets.

The Full Tide of Agricultural Co-operation—

It is not contended that co-operative action in the handling of other
products can be done as easily as it was done with regard to wheat. The
full tide of agrieutural eo-operation will not be realised until a great deal of
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preliminary organisation has ben undertaken in the farming communities. This
is necessary in order to educate the community up to the principles of the
scheme and to prepare the way for the efficient management of a complex
business. In America similar preliminary work has been undertaken by what
are known as Farm Bureaux, which have been established in every farming
locality.

The objects of this organisation are to encourage and promote
co-operation among farmers in every effort to improve facilities for the
economie and efficient production, conservation, marketing, and distribution of
farm produets. They also study the gquestions of construetive rural legislation
and assist in the determination of agricultural policies. Procedure on similar
lines is applicable to Queensland.

Some kind of basic organisation must be established among the farmers
by the farmers themselves.

Through the ageney of such an organisation the farmers will be assisted
to solve the problems of production and marketing and become the driving
force toward co-operative effort. These organisations would become the
medium for the spread of knowledge and education, and would enable farmers
to become articulate as a class, and a real foree in the land.

District Agricultural Councils—

As an organisation corresponding with the American Farm Bureaux, the
Premier advocated the establishment in all farming loecalities of District
Couneils of Agriculture; these to be linked up with a Central Council having
Jurisdietion over the whole State. These Couneils should be elected by the
farmers by direct vote, and should work in close co-operation with the
Department of Agriculture.

The objects of the organisation should be to co-operate with the
Department of Agricuture—
1. In the development of rural industries.
2. Investigating and dealing with agricultural problems.

3. In advising agriculturists with regard to matfers which require
scientific knowledge and training.

=

In securing effective action for the controlling of diseases and
pests generally.

In securing improved markets for the disposal of farm produce.

=

. In formulating a general policy of standardising.
. To advise in regard to agrieultural education and rural schools.

o = o

. To recommend, when necessary, the formation of advisory boards
or pools to deal with wheat, butter, cheese, fruit, or other
sections of the industry.

If the scheme is favourably received by the farmers, they will unite
themselves to take up the idea. The Government will give them every
encouragement and assistance. In the United States, officials known as rural
agents are appointed. These are men with practical and technical knowledge
of agriculture, and of all problems relating to agriculture, who keep in eclose
touch with the Farm Bureaux, and are of immense service in the farming
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communities. It will be seen that, if the farmers are organised in the way
suggested, the establishment of large co-operative schemes will be easy of
attainment. Sporadic attempts at co-operation are useless. The cost of
management in small co-operative enterprises is too high, and the manage-

ment often inefficient. That is the reason why co-operation on a small scale
often fails.

State-Wide Co-operation to Stabilise Markets.

If the farmers are willing to establish eo-operation on a large scale, the
Government will confer the necessary authority upon the co-operative associa-
tions, and, moreover, will back them financially. By State-wide co-operation
embracing all sections of primary production, the industries will be
emancipated from market manipulators. The movement will bring about
stabilised prices for primary produets. It will give farmers access to larger
markets, and it will secure a better equilibrium of supply and demand. It
will tend to reduce farm costs and costs of transportation, and will save the
farmers from the evil effects of market gluts.

There is absolutely no reason why, under a properly managed system
of co-operation, the whole of the products of the farming community should
not be handled, marketed, and financed by the farmers themselves. The
operations, necessarily, will be on a large seale; but the magnitude of the
operations is no barrier to the success of the scheme.

The Wheat Pool Transactions—

The Wheat Pool transactions last year involved one million five hundred
thousand pounds sterling. The Wheat Pool dealt with only one commodity.
All primary produce—wheat, dairying, fruit, and, if necessary, wool produce
from grazing farmers—eould be handled under the scheme outlined by the
producers without intermediate aid. The pool idea is merely the applica-
tion of the ecommercial combine to the producing industry, but with this
notable distinetion:—That, where it is managed by farmers’ co-operative
societies, the profits and the whole advantage gained from efficient management
and reduced costs are retained by the producers.

These proposals for the better organisation of the farmers by means of
Agricultural Councils are advanced on the ground that such preliminary
organisation is necessary to prepare the way for the real business of
co-operative dealing on a large scale. The agricultural industry is bound to
grow to very large dimensions in Queensland; and amongst the farmers there
are men of brains, knowledge, and experience whose adviece should be sought
in eonnection with the formulation of an effective agricultural policy.

The Problem of Undeveloped Lands—

No rural policy would be complete which did not provide for the
extension of agricultural settlement. This ean be accomplished in Queensland
by providing closer settlement on the areas now oceupied, and by opening new
Crown land for occupation. Both these modes will be adopted by the
Government and proceeded with as rapidly as possible.

Considerable areas of good land owned by private individuals, but not
put to any productive use, may be gseen in various parts of the State adjacent
to existing railway lines. The non-development of this land is seriously
retarding the progress of the State. Large areas of idle land in the vieinity
of existing settlements hamper the operations of the selectors. Such lands are
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breeding grounds for pests, besides being responsible for sparse and
scattered settlement. The Lands Department experts have been asked to
study the question and report upon the best means of dealing with it.

Irrigation—

Surveys and investigations carried on by the Water Supply Department
during the last two or three years have revealed the existence of several
extensive, yet compact, areas eminently suited to the purpose of irrigation
settlements. The Dawson River scheme embraces nearly a quarter of a million
acres of irrigable lands of high quality, and a proposal for a reservoir which
will have a capacity of over 1,000,000 acre feet of water. It is expected that
this seheme will eventually aecommodate upwards of 10,000 irrigation

farmers.

Another scheme which has been very favourably reported on is that
of the Lower Condamine, in the vicinity of St. George. A succession of weirs
in the river between Warra and St. George will impound 150,000 acre feet of
water, which will be sufficient to irrigate 50,000 acres of land. The soil qnd
climate are both ideal for raisins and other dried fruits, or lueerne and like
crops. As a fruit and dairying centre its future, if water is made available,
is most promising. " At least 1,000 families could be settled in this area. There
were other highly-promising schemes beside those he had mentioned. The
Mount Edwards proposal and the one on the Severn River are likely to be
developed into valuable irrigation settlements at no distant date.

These schemes will be the means of increasing our rural population and
the wealth production of our State to an enormous extent. But to carry them
out the Government expects and requires the solid support of all our people
who have the interests of agrieulture at heart. There is a large and influential
section in the cities always ready to hamper the Government in proposals of
this kind, and throw cold water on development schemes that involve the
expenditure of large sums of money in country districts. It is to combat these
Queen-street interests that the Government appeals for the eco-operation of the
country residents.

An Improved System of Agricultural Education.

A consideration of the work being done by the present Agricultural
College shows that the College is not satisfactorily fulfilling the purpose for
which it was established. The Government has endeavoured to discover the
causes which have militated against the success of this institution, and, at the
sa]me time, to devise plans for an extended and improved system of agricultural
eduecation.

In formulating a policy on this subject the Government may decide to
discontinue the Agricultural College as it is constituted at present. An
endeavour will be made to co-ordinate agricultural tuition with the general
system of State education, providing thereby a scheme of agricultural
secondary schools for all pupils leaving the primary schools who decide to
take an agricultural course. The secondary course will lead up to the
University for those who desire to avail themselves of the benefits of that
mstitution.

Conditions of Rural Life—

It is undeniable that under existing eonditions agricultural life is
unattractive. There is an exodus of farmers’ sons towards the cities. The
towns grow large while the rural population remains stationary. This is an
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evil which is grievously afflicting a great many countries at the present time.
It is a problem which in Queensland we must solve at all cost: our future
prospects are vitally conneeted with land settlement and an increase of rural
population. It is our bounden duty, therefore, to encourage people to remain
on the land, as well as to induce others to leave the towns and take up an
agricultural carveer. Mo accomplish this, the life must be made endurable.
The Government is willing to assist the farmers' organisations in any
practicable schemes for the improvement of the social necessities of the rural
commodities. The Couneils of Agriculture, if they arve established, will
doubtless give attention to this vital problem.

Idealistic and Visionary Policies Useless—

The Premier invited the producers of the State to give earnest considera-
tion to the policy he had outlined. It was by no means a policy spun out of
political moonshine, but an earnest attempt to put forward a construetive
policy for the development of the principal industry of this State, and the
emanecipation of the struggling farmer from the evils that at present beset
him. Nor was it a policy shadowy and unattainable. 1t was the essence of
practicability. He did not believe that all that was required was to ‘‘tickle
the earth with a hoe and she will smile a harvest.”” The farmers were faced
with the stern realities of existence, and idealistie and visionary policies were
useless. The policy outlined was one that ean be carried into effeet if the
farmers lend their support. It will take millions of pounds sterling to
establish co-operation on the extensive scale advocated and to finance the
projected development schemes; but the money is available, because this
ecountry has the resources. The capitalised energy and the resources of the
man on the land ought to be good enough for a vast amount of eredit to
finance co-operative enterprise, even of gigantic dimensions. Cities and towns
in this State are able to raise scores of millions in the aggregate for loecal
enterprises, water supplies, tramway schemes, street lighting, and sewerage.
‘What would the assets of the towns be worth if the agricultural industry
ceased to exist? If city dwellers, who are dependent upon the prosperity of
the primary industries, can raise millions of money for their schemes, surely
the agrieultural industry, whose resources are manifold, can capitalise these
resources, if the eredit to be raised is to be used to further enhance the wealth
and productiveness of the State!

COUNCIL OF AGRICULTURE.

The representatives of the dairying industry on the Counecil of Agricul-
ture, selected by the Dairy Conference, are:

Mr. H. MeAnally (Dalby) ;
Mr. J. Purcell (Toowoomba) ;
Mr. W. J. Sloan (Atherton) ;
Mr. J. T. Tod (Warwick) ;
Mr. A. 8. Douglas (Cooroy).

The selection of representatives of other branches of agriculture—sugar,
wheat, fruit, and general farming—is now proceeding.
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REPORT ON EGG-LAYING COMPETITION, QUEENSLAND
AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE, FEBRUARY, 1922.

The number of eggs laid during the month showed a decided decrease. Rain fell
on 16 days out of the 28, consequently assisting the drop in produetion at this period
of the test, when cheeks caused by broodiness and ehangeable climatic conditions
have a tendeney to encourage moulting. Mr. Fanning had the misfortune to lose his
A. White Leghorn, the cause of death heing a tumour on the left lung. The birds
generally look bright, and are feeding very well. The following are the individual
records:—

Competitors, Breed. Feb. Total.
|
LIGHT BREEDS.
#J. M. Manson ... ... | White Leghorns s [V ERL 1,448
*W. and G. W. Hindes ... . Do. o | G 1,433
*T. Fanning D, o | 109 1.395
#Mrs. R. Hodge ... D we || 308 | .B91
#*H. 'raser Do. 100 1,350
R.Gill [ Do. 73 1,314
Oakleigh Poultry ‘Farm .. Deo. 48 1,271
#(, M. Pickering... Do. 82 | 1264
*G. Trapp ... Do. 63 | 1,259
F. Birchall Deo. 74 1,245
*W. Becker Do. 82 1,225
*Thos. Taylor ... Do, 91 1,200
*C. Goos ... Do. 93 1,204,
R. C. Cole... Do. 85 1.204,
W. A, Wilson ... Do. 95 1,201
*#R. €. J. Turner ... Do. 701 1,200
Mrs. E. White ... Do. 101 1.198
*Thos. lyre Do. 70 1,195
H. C. Thomas ... o7 Do. 74 1,181
*3, L.'Grenier ... Do. e | 104, 1,190
*H. C. Towers ... Do. o] 163 1,180
*Mrs. L. Anderson Do. 97 1,173
#E. Chester Do. 86 1,167
*H. A. Smith = ; Do. o 86 | 1,161
Bathurst Poultry Farm ... Do. 85 1,161
*, Williams Do, 90 | 1,160
*J. W, Newton ... Do. W 57 1,153
J. W. Short s | Do. . (9 1,141
M. F. Newberry ... - Do. 76 1,136
*H. P. Clarke ... Do. i w | 89 1.122
Henry Stacey .. o o Do. 75 1,121
#*Haden Poultry Farm .., i Do. 89 1,120
#*B, Chester Do. 74 1,119
W. Barron .. Dao. 67 ol
0. C. Goos .. i Do. 55 1,061
Linguenda l’oultrv "Farm Do, 95 1,049
Mzys. H. Z. Cuteliffe Do. 637 1,031
E. SLephenson Do. 63 1,016
W. N. Gloyer ... : Do. 64 974
Bra.mpton Poultry Farm o Do. 75 973
FW. and G. W. Hindes .. voo'| Brown Leghoma 78 972
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EGG-LAYING COMPETITION —continued.

[APrm, 1922.

Competitors. Breed. Fob. Total.
| |
HEAVY BREEDS.
I Fanning Black Orpmgtons 103 1,396
*R. Burns Do. 93 1,362
W. Becker Lang'shans 117 1,352
*T, Hindley .. | Black Orplngtons 84 1,328
*A, E. Walters ... [ 0. 75 | 1312
*Parisian Poultry Yards Do. S H | 1,294
#(., C. Dennis Y Do. 92 1,275
#]. Ferguson Chinese Laugsh:ms 82 | 1,246
Jas. Ryan ... Rhode Island Reds 94| 1,2:7
*H. Morris .. | Black Orpingtons 87 | 1.226
G. Muir .. " Do. ] 74 1,215
Rev. A. MeAllister ¥ Do. = 69 1,207
#H. F. Dennis o Dao. 6 1,178
#J. Cornwell e Do. 91 1,170
*N. A. Singer . Do. . 54 1,161
Jas, Every ... | Langshans . 60 1,141
Jas, Potter .. | Black Orpmgtons 71 1,126
*J. K. Smith | Do. 85 1.117
*1. Oakes ... Do. 103 1,098
#R. Holmes Do. 60 1,094
#H. M. Chaille Do, 88 1,084,
#Mrs. & Kettle ... Do. 100 1.081
G. Cumming Do. 8|7 1,075
#A. Shanks Do. 79 1,074
*[. Stephenson Do. 72 | 1,073
J. W, Newton Do. 64 1,013
F. Harrington Rhode Island Reds 82 082
T. C. Hart Blael Orpingtons 87 933
Total 5.747 | 81,338
* Indieates that the pen is engaged in single test.
DETATLS OF SINGLE TEST PENS.
Competitors. ‘ A. ‘ B, C. D. ’ E. F. Total.
| I |
LIGHT BREEDS.

J. M. Manson .| 234 243 270 234 292 195 |1,448
W. and G, W, Hlndeﬂ (W L .| 251 225 239 255 ‘ 241 222 |1,433
T. Fanning S ..| 247 | 226 | 256 | 220 | 221 226 |1,395
Mrs. B. Hodge ../ 230 | 233 | 257 | 238 | 241 | 192 [1.391
H. Frager .. e .| 268 195 241 234 221 191 (1,350
C. M. Pickering s s | 28D 219 223 190 210 187 (1,264
Geo. Trapp .. : .o 226 | 190 ‘231 203 | 216 | 194 |1,259
W. Becker .| 229 228 193 194 211 170 (1,225
Thog. Taylor ..| 208 200 201 173 | 182 245 |1,209
C. Goos v o |- 212 223 178 151 174 266 1,204
R. C. J. Turner 3 ‘ 204 193 200 197 191 215 11,200
Thos. Eyre oo 219 193 161 194 225 203 1,195
8. L. Grenier .o 194 227 172 2056 201 191 1.190
H. C. Towers ..| 206 | 183 | 208 | 165 | 186 | 242 |1,190
Mrs. L. Anderson .s| 207 211 181 192 200 176 (1,173
E. Chester ..| 223 | 187 | 180 |187 |188 |202 [1.167
E. A, Smith .. e 165 214 200 191 154 1,161
G. Williams .. ..| 258 | 207 |166 |165 |198 | 171 |1.160
J. W. Newton .| 206 220 230 190 128 179 1,153
H. P. Clarke . .| 234 151 197 158 206 177 1,122
Haden Poultry Fa.rm .| 128 191 213 204 189 196 (1,120
B. Chester .. ] BT 172 213 194 204 179 |1,119
W. and G. W. Hindes (B, L} | 1582 | 174 | 149 [ 117 | 150 | 230 972
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DETAILS OF SINGLE TEST PENS—continued.

‘Competitors, A. B. 0. D. E. F. Total.

HEAVY BREEDS.

R. Burns s i 2 .| 176 201 281 | 203 237 264 (1.362
T. Hindley .. o ai .| 234 230 246 | 179 206 233 |1,328
A. E. Walters o e oo| 262 224 219 | 202 200 205 |1,312
Parisian Poultry Yards .. <+ 222 | 218 | 207 | 289 | 156 | 202 1,294
Q. C. Dennis .. i 206 189 1908 | 238 226 218 | 1,275

J. Ferguson .. ia X «. 208 | 202 | 203 | 234 209 190 1,246
H. Morris wib N = .| 220 211 154 227 209 199 |1,234
E. F. Dennia — i .o 193 206 195 177 194 213 |1,178
J. Cornwell .. o Wi oo 162 | 208 141 214 181 214 |1,170
N. A. Singer .. ¥ e .| 210 190 179 198 172 212 1,161

J.E.Smith .. .. .. ..|242 |262 |17 |120 |160 |15 (1717
E Oskes .. .. .. .. 182 [185 |182 |[212 |1e4 |173 |1 008
R.Holmes .. .. .. .. 155 200 | 193 |188 |208 |155 |1l004
H. M. Chaille ce ae w143 | 198 [194 | 219 |176 J154 1,081
Mrs. G. Kettle .. .. ..|182 |207 |28 |11l |169 | 150 |1081
A Shanks .. .. .. ..l180 |181 |176 |103 |1e6 | 207 |ilo7d
E, Stephenson x e ool 214 175 195 197 136 156 1,073

CUTHBERT POTTS,
Principal.

SUGAR : FIELD REPORTS.

The Northern Field Assistant, Mr. E. H. Osborn, reports under date 6th Mareh,
1922, as follows:—

““Babinda.—At the end of January crops had improved very much sinee my last
visit, early in December. At that time the area known as Bucklands looked back-
ward, but at the end of January the eane there had improved very much. Some fine
crops of plant Badila were seen on the farms of Messrs D. O. James, Wilson, Trven,
and Harrison, and also upon a few other farms adjacent to Mirriwinni.

“Aryound Mooliba, and on Uameron’s Branch, somo very good cine was noticed,
the eane generally having a good growth and colour and being in a very clean state.

‘“Manuring has also been carried out much more extensively than formerly, and
by its aid and the improved cultivation methods now in use, a good crop should
resulf from this area. In a number of places plants obtained from the South
Johnstone Experiment Station were noticed growing, and thus their suitability for
loeal conditions ean be ascertaived by the interested farmers. Taking the Babinda
arep all around, its veeent growth is most noticeable. Good roads are now being
made to all of the outside areas. ]

““Cairns and Hambledon Disiricts—Most of the came seen in these areas also
looks well. Near Kamma some very fine D.1135, both plant and ratoon, was
noticed. This soil seems to suit this variety pretty well. No signs of grubs are
apparent,

““For the past year Hambledon mill erushed 87,000 tons. By the present -
appearance of the crops, and also the fact that the Freshwater cane is now due for
the mill, these figures should be easily exeeeded for 1922,

‘¢ Herbert River Diglrict.—This eentre was visited early in February, Up to
that time the total rainfall for the year amounted to 2.82 in, Conditions, however,
changed, as very heavy rain set in upon the 11th instant, continuing without inter-
mission for six days, aggregating a total of 32.16 in. up to the I7th instant, or
giving a daily average fall of 536 in. This torrential downpour meant that a very
large porfion of the cane areas was under water for some days, and it was impossible
to say how the crops had fared at the time of my departure from the distriet. Prior
to this fall, although short of rain, the crops generally looked very green and healthy,
and the outlook for a suecessful season was most promising,

‘A very large amount of liming, green manuring, and ferfilizing is being
carried out. Some 1,000 tons of earth lime obtained through the Farmers’ League



204 QUEENSLAND AGRICULTURAL JOURNAL, [Arrm, 1922,

has been used in preparatory work for this season’s erop. Thig lime seems to be of
a very good quality, and can be delivered on the farms at about £2 per ton. Several
farmers ave using large quantities of the lime; one has Tiad 63 tons, whilst another,
besides using aboub 60 tons, has another 30 fons on order,

““(jreen manuring has also formed an important part in the eulfivation work
of the distriet this year, and some very fine crops of beans are in evidence. Of
fertilizers, a very large quantity has been used; but, as most of the farmers order
their own, it was difficult to obtain a record of gquantities used.

“Of the different varieties of eane grown in the distriet, H.Q.426 (Clark’s
Seedling), Badila, H.Q.409, Black Innis, and TR.428 are the most grown. Probably
the two former eanes are grown in about the same proportion. A fair quantity
of H.Q.409 is also now going in, as are also small quantities of the varieties lately
being supplied by the C.8.R. Co., i.e., Nanemo Korpi and Oarambo,

¢ Although beetles were very numerous in this area a couple of months ago, so
far no signs of grubs are apparent.

v

““Lower Burdelin—This distriet was reached in the third week of February;
the eanc looked splendid everywhere. With a continuance of favourable weather
conditions, very heavy crops should be harvested on the Burdekin in the coming
senson. Some of the eane showed remarkably high density returns, During the
end of September and throughout Oetober eames such as IL.Q. 426, B.208, and Badila
were analysing from 19 per cent. c.c.s. to 19.7 per cent. c.e.s. This latter was B208,
and was worth the high price of 78s. 63d. per ton. One grower’s return of 800 tons
gave him an average of 16.88 c.c.s. The following figures give the.average density
of green cane treated during the season:—

Variety. Average e.c.8.
B.208 plant G i it - oo 1734
Badila ratoons .. = i i .. 17.04
Badila plant 3o i - o .. 16.40
H.Q.426 (Clark’s Seedling) plant .. oo 16,25
Imperial plant L2 57 o .. 15.50
Q.813 plant i = o o .. 1548
N.G.24 plant (Goru) .. & e ST
(.903 plant =2 oo ik i o 15.28
248 plant (Goru) o v 2 .. o-15.22
M.1900 plant i S . e .. 1518
@970 plant ot pee ve 3 .. 14,83
Q.855 plant % s Vi i L. 1448
Malagache plant .. s Ll 5. .« 13,99
Q.1133 i P = i o s ASER

¢ Around Kalamia a large arvea of ground is being got ready for planting, and
conditions, generally, are very satisfactory.”’

The Southern Field Assistant, My, J. C. Murray, reports under date Tth Mareh,
1922, as follows:—

¢« Mackay.—In Tebruary the Mackay district was visited in connection with the
work of the Bureau of Sugar Experiment Stations. Taking the sugar industry as
it exists at present in Mackay, one eannot help being struck by the progress the
district has made during the last few years, espeeially regarding agricultural
methods and in the employment of improved implements. There is also a larger
interest now taken in varieties of eane, and there is a greater desire on the part of
many growers to follow out the scientific experiments of the stations as found in
the annual reports of the Bureau.

¢Paking the sub-areag in detail, T find that immediately around the city of
Mackay there are good crops of cane and well-tilled soil. Numbers of farmers have
ploughed in cowpea as a green manure, in addition fo stimulating their crop with a
concentrated fertilizer. Manures arve applied in varying quantities per acre, as
previous experience or loeal experiments dictated. The applieation of lime is more
general than hitherto, mostly taking the form of pulverized limestone.

¢¢The canes giving the best monetary returns to the grower are H.Q.426, Q.813,
D.1185, 190 Seedling, and Badila. AIl gave high c.cs. values this year. It is
advigable for those farmers who are growing 1900 Seedling not to cut to emly.
October is a good month to harvest this variety.
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“‘More subsoiling could be donme in ahe sub-area under review., Soil well
loosened down to a depth of, say, 20 in. has greater water-conserving properties in
dry weather and allows of a deeper root system,

‘‘Cane pests have done a minimum of damage here this season. Farmers have
reported minor destruetion of cane plants hy grubs and wire worms, buf nothing of
a serious nature,

{‘Turther up the Pioneer, towards Marian and Pleystowe, good crops of eane
are in evidenee. At the former place a little striped leaf disease is showing in
H.Q.426, and may account for the fluctuating ec.e.s. tests that are oecasionally
mentioned. Canes doing particularly well at these two places are 1900 Beedling,
Malagache, and Q.813. A small area is under H.Q. 285, and is looking well, This
cane, grown in conjunction with 1900 Seedling, should be profitable on aceount of
its early maturing qualities. Q.813 is a cane that has come to stay in these farm
areas, and will probably become a staple variety.

““A visit was paid to the Mount Jukes district. There is some very good sugar-
land in this area, and settlers who are already there are doing well. The Marian
Sugar Milling Company has a tramline tapping the hest ‘land; and, judging by the
cane growth and quality of the cleared land (soil of 2 rich dark loam; heavy in
humus), should take a lot of cane from this locality,

‘‘Good conditions prevail on Cattle Creek. Grubs have heen giving the growers
a little trouble, but no great financial loss has been experienced, There i some
magnificent cane-producing soil both here and on Owen’s Creek, The line is being
pushed rapidly over the route of the Gargett-Owen’s Creek Railway, much to the
satisfaction of the settlers.

‘“With the exception of a little more eultivation, and, perhaps, lime, it would
be difficult to improve much of the Pinnacle Plain country; that is, where the eanq
is grown. The soil is a heavy dark loam, very rich in humus, and well drained.
Varieties that are growing well are D.1135, Clark’s Seedling, Badila, and 1900
Seedling. In harvesting the latter variety, farmers are advised not to eut before
October. Farmers find the D.1135 the most resistant to cane-grub attack.

¢CAt the time of visiting this area, the various streams were running elear and
strong, while the tropieal jungle on the mountain slopes shone a vivid green.  The
weather was very hot and humid,

fYAt Bton the farmers arve satisfied with their industry. High values have been
obtained for the eane, and the people are more contented in their hard and
continuous work under tropieal suns than they have been for years.

‘*Very little industrial trouble has been recently experienced. Indeed, this
applies to the whole of the Mackay distriet.

‘*The following are some of the ‘densities’ from cane sent to Eton Mill, supplied
by Mr, Jackson:—

H.Q.426 .. s .. 17.1 (Plant erop 30 tons per aere)
(.813 55 e .. 165 (Plant erop 35 tons per acre)
B.147 §52 2 .. 143 (Plant erop 30 tons per aere)
(Q).855 e e .. 143 (1st ratoons)

M.1900 .. il .. 13,1 (Plant erop 30 tons per acre)
13.208 i St .. 16.1 (Plant erop 30 tons per acre)
N:g15s .. s .. 16,5 (Plant erop 34 tons per acre)
Green Gorn b .. 14.1 (Plant erop 30 tons per acre)

‘*Other canes that are doing well for the growers in the Eton district are D,1135,
Malagache, Q.903, and Q.970.

*¢The farmers here, generally speaking, are up to date in their methods, although
deeper cultivation and green manuring are necessary. The growers met were anxious
to receive and impart information.

YAt Homebush the cane growth indicates a promising yield for next season,
The cane has, so far, received no check from adverse weather conditions or disease.
The cultivation is uniformly good, hut the texture and producing powers of the soil
would be inereased by the use of vegetable manures. Lime is also required, as
indieated by several tests made in a petri dish with litmus papers. .
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“Varieties doing well include H.Q.426, M.1900, Q.813, H.Q.285, ‘ Pompey’ (a
cane introduced by the C.S.R. Company), D.1135, and Malagache. As the growers
here will be paid in the future on c.c.s,, the canes most profitable would probably
be 1900 Seedling, Q.813, and H.Q.285. In common with the previously mentioned
canegrowing areas, Sarina is preparing for a heavy crushing. Right up the fertile
flats on Plane Creek the cane is making a rapid growth, with a minimum of disease
or insect parasite interference. This latter is largely due to care taken in plant
selection—the only safe way to prevent the spread of insidions diseases such as
‘gumming’ and ‘striped leaf disease.” The more careful a grower is in plant
selection, the more likely lle is to have a uniform density in the erushing.

‘¢A considerable amount of fertilizing is being dome on the Plane Creek areas,
The farmers arve discussing the question of going in more extensively for this in the
future.

“¢Varieties showing good growth are D.1135, M.1900, H.Q.426, H.Q.285, and
(.813. All these canes are making weight rapidly. The eunltivation is good on Plane
Creek at present.

““North of Mackay the IMarleigh counfry is showing the effect of the good
growing weather. The different varieties are making cane satisfactorily, and the
farmers anticipate # good season. Fertilizers (principally sulpbate of ammonia
applied between the light showers of rain that have been constantly falling) are
being used to stimulate growth. Practieally no disease is in evidence. Grubs were
enusing minor losses, buf nothing to worry the farmer seriously. If the infestation
inereases through the year, the planting of D.1135 as a resistant variety would be
advisable; also the (rial of repellants, such as carbon bisulphide,

‘¢ Varieties doing well are Q.813, M.1000, M.187, M.87, H.Q.426, and H.Q.285.
The mill is anticipating a big supply of eane next scason from the Homebush areas,
and the erushing for this plant should be a record one,’’

HORTICULTURAL NOTES.

By E. W. BICK, Curator, Botanic Gardens.

Chrysanthemums should now be showing flower buds, and will benefit greatly
with a little liquid manure once or twice a week, Towards end of month dahlias will
be going down. Don’t disturb them too soon. Should the ground be required they
may be removed to a sheltered situation and heeled in to allow bulbs to ripen. This
must be done gradually. Don't cut off tops when in a green state; it weakons the
bulbg, often killing them. Some of the free-flowering pmony dahlins, notably the
Geisha, make very weakly bulbs that, if disturbed before being properly ripened, are
apt to dic out. Many dahlia-growers have lost the Geisha. It is rather a ticklish
thing to winter. The safest plan is to allow it to remain in its flowering position
until thoroughly ripened, or, if in a well-drained position, it may be left until next
planting senson,

Stocks may now be planted out. Like many other plants of this natural order
(Crueiferm—eabbage family), particalarly cauliflower, they delight in newly enltivated
ground. Garden beds that have been growing flowers continnally for many years
should have the soil renewed for these crops. Although it may have been frequently
manured, a change of soil is necessary. This is often unobtainable except at very
heavy expense. Another danger is that nut grass or some other obnoxious pest may
be introdueed in the new soil. A plant that should be more grown for soil renovation
is the lupin. They may be obtained in many attractive eolours, and the root action
of Inpins improves the soil, apparently by bacterial action, very much.

Another sowing of sweet pea geed should be made. The later planted ones often
do well. The weather is cooler, growth stronger, and better flowers may be looked for.
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This is a good time to plant bouyardias. These beautiful flowering plants can he
obtained in many eolours and varieties. They have not been grown mueh of recent
vears about Brishane, but they are well worth a frial. A good, free soil, similar to
that carnations are grown in, suits them best.

Seeds of winter and spring flowering annuals may still be sown, and plants of
those from seeds planted should be planted out. Keep the soil well enltivated about
newly planfed annuals.

THE DAIRY HERD, QUEENSLAND AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE,
GATTON.

Mirxive Recorps or Cows ror FrerUary, 1922,

Total Commer-
Name of Cow. Breed. Dute of Calving. Milk Test. ainl Remarks,
! Butter.
| 1b. | B ] 0%
Prim ... | Holstein ... | 6 Feb., 1922|1,369 38 | K801
Lute .o | Ayrshire ... | 8Jan, ss | 1,081 4'2 52-36
Lady Annette ... . o | 2 Jan, s 888 46 | 4848 "
G(& llega Bvening | Jersey ... |10 Qect,, 1921 | 712 o6 | 4768
College Cold Iron o v |25 Jan., 1922 | 760 52 | 4742
Thym of Myrtle- | Ayrshive ... |31 July, 1921 |1,035 4:0 | 46:24
Ln.rly Witchell ... | Holstein ... | 20 Dec. 55 872 44 | 4178
Little 13u|:tarcu1:| | - oo | 12 D e, s | 1,174 34 4323
Glow VI. .. .. | Guerngey ... | 28 Aug. = 566G 62 | 4164
Auntie’s Lass ... Ayrshire .. |31 Oct. | L2 36 | 4160
Buttercup ... ... | Bhorthorn... | 28 Oet. i 981 38 | 4149
Hedges Madge ... | Holstein ... |15 Aug. ,, 802 44 | 41418
Tron Plate ... ... | Jersey o [ 12 July i T80 44 41°16
Magnet’s Leda ... " | BFeb., 1922| fToO7 46 | 38+64
College Promise ... s oo | 6 Jan, 3 673 46 | 3698
College Mignom ... 4o v | Tduly, 1921| 679 46 | 3650
On{l)lega Prima | Holstein .., | 17 Nav, i 780 42 3682
Onna
Bkylsrk ... Ayishire .. | 7 Feb., 1922| 660 46 | 3552
Gullpge Bluehell . Jersey .. |22 0et., 1921 762 41 3406
College St. Mar- 15 s |20 Bept - s 634 16 | 34977
aret
Cugl]ufe Ma Petite 5 o (D Feb, 1922 | 539 52 | 5277
Ludy Meg .. | Ayrshire ... |25 Jan, 7 767 38 | 3260
Nether ton Belle ... .o . |90 Nov., 1920 | 471 58 | 8180
Bellona. 4y o | 26 June, 1921 | 697 40 | 31'18
Nin Shorthorn... | 11 Nov,, 1921 | 713 38 | 30116
anravmw Vlliage Guernsey ... | 6 Ang. 365 T4 | 30716
Belle
Yarvaview Snow- 7 voo | 14 Oet, =2 505 50 | 2026
drop
Miss Betty . | Jerse wol| Tduly 5 B6D 42 | 2761
Miss Security ... | Ayrshire ... | 20 Avg. ,, o3 32 | 2646
College Wildflower | Jersey ... | 10 Dec, i 622 36 | 2492
Sweet Meadows ... - v | 31 Oct. o 425 59 | 24:38
chlegs Meadow | Holstein ... |17 May - 487 49 | 2429
weet
Gatton Glitter ... | Guernsey ... | 9Sept. ,, b6 38 | 2328
College Sunrise ... | Jersey ... [12June 445 4-4 | 2323
Rosine e ... | Ayvshire .., |19 Jan. = 446 44 | 23'23
Mistress May 4 | B3 Dec. 5 571 36 22 80
Hedges Dutchmaid | Holstein ... | 26 May o, 3499 46 | 2208
College Grandeur | Jerzey ... | 20 Dec,, 1920 | 380 48 | 21'48
Thornton Fairetta 3 .. | 15'MAY. 323 A8 | 2171
Miss Fearless ... | Ayrshire ... |26 May ,, 452 40 | 20'19
Lody Loch TI, ... % v | 31 Jan,, 1922 | 451 40 | 20715
Comedienne .. |dersey ... | 26 Nov,, 1920 | 387 44 | 20706
Leda’s Jessie ... 5§ .« |11 Jan,, 1922 318 54 | 20004

15
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TABLE SHOWING THE AVERAGE RAINFALL FOR THE MoNTH oF FEBRUARY IN THE
AericULTURAL Districrs, TocereER WITH Toran RAINPALLS DURING FEBRUARY, 1922

AND 1521, ror COMPARISON.

Mirisions and Stutions,

North Coast.

Atherton
Cairns
Cerdwell
Oooktown ...
Herberton ...
[ngham
Innisfail
Muossman
Townsaville ...

Central Coast.

Ayr ...

Bowen
Charters Towers ...
Mackay

Progerpine ...

8t. Lawrence

South Coast.

Biggenden ...
Bundaberg ...
Brisbane
Childers
Crohamhurst
sk s

Gayndah

sympis ..
Glasshouse M’tains
Kilkivan
Aaryborough

AVERAGE ToTAL
RAINFALL. BAINFALL.
Divisions and Stations,
No.of
Years'| Ieb., | Feb.,
Feb. | “pe- | 1923, | 1021
cords.
Sowuth Const—
In, In, In. continned :
905 | 21 |2872| 642
15:04 | 40 |22:03 (1834 || Nambour ...
16:60 | Ho | 4129 | 107 Nanango ...
1342 | 46 762| 728 || Rockhampton
793 | 35 | 1634 | 308 || Woodford ...
15:26 | 30 | 3578|1335
2151 | 41 | 4409|2029
1501| 11 |2854|1425 i
1161 |-51 |1891| 1:38 || Dorisng Downa.
Dalby
Emu Vale...
,1{ {'l_{]tb(lur
882 85 | 918 099 o
85 | 51 |1294| 33| Santhorpe
437 | 40 524 | 215 5 5
54| BL |11 158 || Wanwek ..
1058 19 1953|1525
maf E Qap oy
793 | b1 [12:50| 486 Masanai.
Roma
3:h9 | 23 2:90| 129 )
G604 39 960 072 State Farms, de.
638 | 71 T8 | 107
by | 27 817 | 0'62 || Bungeworgorai
13°85| 30 |1968| 3:82 || Gatton College ...
587| a5 | 619| 0+42| Gindie
409| 61 | 1-85| 088 || Hermitage
€50 | 52 |12:00| 2°59 || Kairi % 2
796 | 14 | 1669 | 2716 | Sugar Experiment
4:04 | 43 | 492 204 tation, Mackay
640 | Bl 725 200 | Warren

AVERAGE ToTAL

RAINPALL, BATNFALL,

¥ o, of
o ears'| Feb., | Feb,,
Teb. | R | 1999 | 1021
cords,

In. In. In.
834 ¥6 2126 393
426 | 40 266 | 086
740| 35 |11°73| 358
867 3 |[1151| 134
287 | 52 2:98 | 026
296 | 26 133 | 169
284 34 2:93 | 014
264 | 37 253 | 117
331 49 141 | 1°97
431 | &0 4453 | 171
312 | BY 177 171
307 | 48 168 | (36
269 8 064 | 053
284 | 23 313 107
264 | 23 206 | 044
235 | 16 71| 150
670 8 | 2649 | 665

1023 | 25 |1078[1641

G93 8 732 | 093

York.—The averages have been compiled trom official data during the periods indicated ; but the totals
tér February this year, and for the same period of 1821, having been compiled from telegraphic reports, are

sul ject to revision,

GEORGE E. BOND,

State Meteorologist.
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General Notes.

THE SUGAR INDUSTRY.
ITS IMPORTANCE TO THE STATE.
THE PREMIER’'S REVIEW.

In the ecourse of a statement made on 16th Mareh to the Press the Premier,
the Hon. E. G. Theodore, reviewed the very importunt bearing the Southern agitation
for the decontrol of fthe sugar industry has upon State and industrial interests.
The statement related to the agenda of the annual meeting of the Associated
Chambers of Commerce of the Commonwealth about to take place at Hobart, at which
it was proposed to table motions urging the decontrol of the sugar industry, and
was made with a view to acquainting fthe general publie with the actual position
of the industry and the attitude of the Queensland Government, whieh is a party
to the existing agreement,

The Paramount Tmportance of the Sugar Industry.

The points made by the Premier in the course of his statement ave epitomised
as follows:—

The maintenance of the sugar industry and of its reasonable prosperify is of
paramount importance to the State,

Canegrowing is Queensland’s chief agrienltural industry and the greatest wage-
paying industry in the State.

Its maintenance is therefore one vitally affecting the industrial fabrie of the State.

The Queensland Government will strongly resist by every legitimate means any
aetion which would result not only in injury to the farmers, workers, and others con-
cerned, but in retarding the settlement of tropical and subtropical regions of the State.

The interests of fruitgrowers run on parallel lines with those of sugar producers.

The big manufacturing interests in the Southern Btates are using the fruit-
growers as pawns in their game of gelf-advantage.

It is noteworthy that the Queensland fruitgrower does not join in the Southern
chorus against the QYueensland sugar industry, for the reason that he knows the real
position and realises that his interests and those of the sugar producer are common,

1t appears vemarkable that, whilst there is so much publicity regarding the
need for land settlement within the Commonwealth, there is at the same time sueh
bitter hostilily in the South towards the only industry which ean settle our Northern
littoral.

£15,000,000 Imvolved.

It may bhe safely said that not less than £15,000,000 is invelved in the sugar
indugtry.

The value of raw sngar manufactured in Australia last season approximuted
£9,000,000, of which £6,000,000 was disbursed in wages.

At present deflated priees, decontral would entail sending over £6,000,000 annually
out of Australia for black-grown importations,

T'rom a White Australia point of view it should be realised that there are 25,000
persons dirvectly engaged in the industry and many of the towns of North Queensland
are actually dependent upon sugar, :

Probably some 100,000 persons are dirvectly or indirectly dependent upon the
industry.

Decontrol would seriously affect the welfare of some 4,000 Southern seasonal
worlcers and coastal shipping,

The War Value.
The industry is entitled to some recogmition for its war value in supplying at

controlled rates raw material for the large export trade in jams, preserved milk,
and other eommodities built up during the war.
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Its Land Settlement Value.
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£1,000,000 has been invested in new sugar mills in the North in recent years.
£40,000 has been expended to date on the Maria CUreck RHeturned Soldiers’ Settlement,

which is solely a eanegrowing area.

The Herbert River and Johustone River have, as a result of the growth of the
sugar industry, increased their population by 15,000, the greatest proportionate

inerease in rural Australia.

Our Northern lands ean be stabilised only by wise and far-seeing methods, and
ong such method is that of a continuance of Commonwealth control and a renewal of

the sugar agreement.

With such an agreement there is no reason why sugar should not be retailed
at a lower priee without endangering seftlement in the North, the rural population

in the South, or the White Australia ideal.

The reasons governing fhe control of the gugar industry in 1915 exist with

undiminished foree to-day.

[Apropos of the foregoing the Congress of Associated Chambers of Commerce
at Hobart earried a motion favouring decontrol of the sugar industry by the Federal
Government, the voting heing: For decontrol 24, against 20, The Queensland delegates
fought hard for the retention of Government control.—ED. |

SHOW DATES, 1922.

Show society secretaries are invited to forward for insertion in this list dates

of forthcoming shows,

Teowoomba: 4th and 6th April,

* Sydney Royal: 10th to 19th April.
Chinehilla: 11th and 12th April.
Herberton: 17 and 18th April.
Miles: 19th April.

Nanango: 20th and 21st April,
Asgeot: 22nd April.

Goondiwindi: 25th and 26th April.
Kingaroy: 26th and 27th April.

Longreach: 2nd and 3rd May.
Wondai: 3rd and 4th May.
Charleville: 3rd, 4th, and 5th May,
Toogoolawah: 4th and 5th May.
Grafton: 3rd to 6th May.
Blackall: 9th and 10th May.
Miriam Vale: 9th and 10th May.
Mitehell: 10th and 11th May.
Boonah: 10th and 11th May.
Murgon: 10th and 11th May.
Roma: 16th and 17th May.
Emerald: 17th and 18th May.
Killdivan: 17th and 18th May.
Ipswich: 17th and 18th May. -
Wallumbilla: 23rd and 24th May.
Maryborough: 23rd to 26th May.
Hughenden: 23rd and 24th May.
Springsure: 24th and 25th May.
Lowooed: 25th and 26th May.,
Ghilderrs and Beaudesert: 30th and 31st
May.

Bundaberg: 1st to drd June.

Marburg: 2ud and 3rd June.

Brookfield: 3rd June,

Cairns: Tth and 8th June.

Gin Gin: 7th and Sth June.

Woombye N.C.AILS.: Tth and 8th June,
- Mount Larcom: 9th and 10th June,

Gladstone: 15th and 16th June,

Alterations of dates should be notified without delay.

Rockhampton: 22nd, 23rd, and 24th June.
Hsk: 28th and 29th June,
Mundubbera: 29th and 30th June,

Mackay: 30th June and 1st July.
Gayndah: 4th, 5th, and 6th July.
Nambour: 5th and 6th July.
Townsville: 5th and 6th July.
Charters Towers: 12th and 13th July.

_ QGatton: 12th and 13th July.

Proserpine: 13th, 14th, and 15th July.
Rosewood: 19th and 20th July.
Caboolture: 20th and 21st July.
Mount Gravatt: 22nd July.
Barealdine: 25th and 26th July.
Crow’s Nest: 26th July.

Pine Rivers: 28th and 29th July.
Wellington Point: 29th July.

Sandgate: 4th and 5th Aungust.
Royal National: Tth to 12th August.
Belmont: 19th Aungust.
Murrumbidgee: 22nd to 24th August.
Coorparoo: 26th August.

Kenilworth: 31st Aungust.

Beenleigh: 1st and 2nd September.
Zillmere: 1st and 2nd September.
Gympie: Tth, 8th, and 9th September,
Wynnum: Yth Beptember.

Tmbil: 13th and 14th September.
Laidley: 13th and 14th September.
Sherwood: 16th September.

Rocklea: 23vd September,

Kileoy: 28th and 29th September.

Tisk Camp Drafting: 4th and 5th October.
Pomona, 4th and 5th Oetober,
Southport: 6th Oectober.

Enoggera: Tth October.
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Yarm and Garden Notes for May.

ImELp—May is usually a busy month- with the farmer—more particularly the
wheatgrower, with whom the final preparation of his land prior to sowing is the one
important operation. Late maturing varieties should be in the ground by the middle
of the month at the latest.

Cleveland, intended primarily for feeding off, should be sown not later than the
end of April.

The necessity of pickling all wheat intended for sowing purposes is again
emphagised; and for general purposes, combined with economy in cost of material,
the bluestone and lime solution holds its own. To those who desive an easier but
somewhat more costly method of treatment, carbonate of eopper at the rate of 1 oz
to the bushel and used in a dry form is suggested.

Potatoes, whieh in many distriets are still somewhat backward, should have by
this time received their final cultivation and hilling-up.

The sowing of prairie grass on serub areas may be continued, but should be
finished this month. This is an excellent winter grass, and does well in many parts
of Bouthern Queensland.

Root crops, sowings of which were made during April, should now reeeive specinl
attention in the matter of thinning out and keeping the soil surface well tilled to
prevent undue evaporation of moisture,

Every effort should be made to secure sufficient supplies of fodder for stock
during the winter, conserved either in the form of silage or hay.

Cotton crops are now fast approaching the final stages of harvesting. Growers
are advised that all cotton in the Central District should be consigned to the Australian
Cotton-growing Associntion, Roekhampton; whilst those in the Southern areas should
consign their cotton to the Association at Whinstaneg, Brisbane. All bags should be
legibly branded with the owners’ initials. In this matter the consignor is usually
most careless, causing mueh delay and frouble in identifying parcels, which are
frequently received minus the address labels,

KircueN GARDEN,—Onions which have heen planted in seed beds may now be
transplanted. The ground should long since have been thoroughly cleaned, pulverised,
and should be rolled previous to transplanting, Onions may still be sown in the open
on elean and well-prepared ground. Tn favourable weather plant out eabbages, lettuce,
leeks, beetroot, endive, &e. Sowings may also be made of all these as well as of
peas, broad beans, kohl-rabi, radishes, spinach, turnips, parsnips, and earrots, and,
where sufficiently large enough, thinned out. Dig and prepare beds for asparagus,
using plenty of well-rotted farmyard manure.

FPrower Garpex.—Planting and transplanting may be earried out simultancousty
during this month in showery weather; the plants will thus be fnlly established before
the early frosts set in. Camellins and gardenias may be safely transplanted, also such
soft-wooded plants as verbenas, petunias, pentstemons, heliotrope, &e. Cut baek and
prune all trees and shrubs ready for digging. Dahlia roots shonld be taken up and
placed in a shady situation out of doors. Plant bulbs, such as anemones, ranunculus,
suowilakes, freesias, ixias, watsonias, iris, narcissus, daffodils, &c. Tulips will not
suit the Queensland elimate, but hyacinths may be tried, although suceess is doubtiul,
All shades and screens may now be removed fo enable the plants to get the full benefit
of the air. Fork in the mulehing, and keep the walks free from weeds. Clip hedges
and edgings, .
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Orchard Notes for May.

THE COAST DISTRICTS.

In these notes for the past two months the attention of eitrus-growers has been
called to the extreme importance of their taking every possible care in gathering,
handling, packing, and marketing, as the heavy losses that frequently oeceur in
Southern ghipments can only be prevented by so treating the fruit that it is not
bruised or otherwise injured. 1t has been pointed out that no citrus fruit in which
the skin is perfect and free from injury of any kind ean hecome specked or blue-
mouldy, as the fungus causing the trouble cannot obtain an entry into any fruit in
which the skin is intact. Growers ave, therefore, again warned of the risk they run
by sending blemished fruit South, and are urged to exercise the greatest care in
the handling of their fruit. No sounder adviece has been given in these notes than
that dealing with the gathering, handling, grading, packing, and marketing, not only
of citrus, but of all other classes of fruit.

It is equally as important to know how to dispose of fruit to the best advantage
as it iy to know how to grow it. To say the least, it is very bad business to go to the
expense of planting and earing for an orchard until it becomes produetive and then
neglect to take the necessary eare in the marketing of the resultant erop. Main erop
lemons should be ¢ut and ¢ured now, instead of being allowed fo remain on the tree to
develop thick skins and coarseness. As soon as the fruit shows the first signs of colour
or is large enough to eure down to about from 2} to 2% in, in diameter, it should he
picked, care being taken to handle it very gently, as the seeret of sueeessfully curing
and keeping this fruif is to see that the skin is not injured in the slightest, as even
very slight injuries induce deeay or specking. All eitrus fruits must be sweated for
at least seven days before being sent to the Southern States, ag this permits of the
majority of specky or fly-infested fruits being rejected. Citrus trees may be planted
during this month, provided the land has been properly prepared and is in a fit state
to receive them; if not, it is befter to delay the planting till the land is right.

In planting, always see that the ground immediately below the base of the tree
is well broken up, so that the main roots ean penetrate deeply into the soil and not
run on the surface. If this is done and the trees are planted so that the roots are
given a downward tendeney, and all roots tending to grow on or near the surface are
removed, the tree will have a much better hold of the soil and, owing to the absence
of purely surface roots, the land ean be kept well and deeply-eultivated, and be thus
able to retain an adequate supply of moisture in dry periods. Do not forget to prune
well back when planting, or to cut away all broken roots.

All orchards, pineapple and banana plantations should be kept elean and free
trom all weed growth, and the soil should be well worked so as to retain moisture,

Custard apples will be coming forward in quantity, and the greatest eare should
be taken to see that they are properly graded and packed for the Southern markets,
ouly one layer of one sized fruit being packed in the special cases provided for this
fruit—eases which permit of the packing of fruit ranging from 4 to 6 in, in diameter
in a single layer.

Slowly aeting manures—such as meatworks manures—may be applied to orchards
and vineyards during the month; and lime can he applied where necessary, Land
intended for planting with pineapples or bananas during the coming spring ean he
got ready now, as, in the ease of pineapples, it is a good plan to allow the land to lie
fallow and sweeten for some time before planting; and, in the case of bananas, serub
fallen now gets a geod chance of drying thoroughly before it is fired in spring, a good
burn being thus seeured,
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THE GRANITE BELT, SOUTHERN AND CENTRAL TABLELANDS.

Clean up all orchards and vineyards, destroy all weeds and rubbish likely to
harbour fruit pests of any kind, and keep the surface of the soil well stirred, so as to
give birds and predaceous inseets every chance to destroy any fruit fly pupm which
may be harbouring in the soil. If this is done, many pests that would otherwise find
shelter and thus be able to live through the Wmtel will be exposed to both natural
enemies and eold.

Further, it is a good plan to elean up the land before pruning takes place as, if
delayed till the pruning has been finished, the land is apt to dry out in a droughty
season,

Pruning ean be starteq on sueh varieties as have shed their leaves towards the
end of the month, a5 it is a good plan to get this work through as early in the season
as possible, instead of putling it off until spring. Early-pruned trees develop their
buds better than those pruned lite in the season. These remarks refer to treeg—nof
vines, as the later vines are pruned in the season the better in the Granite Belt
Distriet, as late pruned vines stand a better chance to escape injury by lute spring
frosts.

All worthless, badly diseased, or worn-out frees that are no longer profitable, and
which are not worth working over, should be taken oul now and burnt, as they are
only a menace and a harbour for pests.

Land infended for planting should be got ready as soon as possible, as, if
ploughed np roughly and allowed to remain exposed to the winter frosts, it will
beecome sweetened and the trees planted in if will come away much hetter than if set
out in raw land. In any case {he land must be properly prepared, for once the trees
are planted it is a difficult matter to get the whole of the land as well worked as is
possible prior to planting.

Slowly acting manures—sueh ag Ground Island Phosphates or Basic Phosphates—
may be applied to orchards and vineyards. They are not easily washed out of the
soil, and will become slowly available and thus ready for the use of the trees or vines
during their spring growth. Lime may also be applied where necessary,

This is a good time to attend to any drains—surface, eut-off, or underground,
The two former should be cleaned out, and in the case of the latter all outlets should
be examined to see that they are quite clear and that there is a good getaway for the
drainage water. New draing may also be put in where required.

In the warmer parts citrus fruits will be ready for marketing, and lemons ready
for cutting aud euring. The same advice that has heen given with respect to coast-
grown fruit applies equally to that grown inland; and growers will find that eareful
handling of the fruit will pay them well. Lemons grown inland are, as a rule, of
superior quality to these grown on the coast, but are apt to become too large if left
too long on the trees, so it is advisable to cut and cure them as soon as they are
veady. If this is done and they are properly handled, they may be kept for months,
and will be equal to any that are imported.

It the weather is very dry, citrns trees may require an irrigation, but, unless the
trees are showing signs of disfress, it is better to depend on the eultivation of the
soil fo retain the necessary moisture, as the application of water now is apt to cause
the fruit to become soft and puffy, so that it will not keep or earry well.

Land intended for new orchards should be got ready at once, as it is advisable to
plant fairly early in the season in order that the trees may become established before
the weather again becomes hot and dry, Tf the ground is dry at the time of planting,
set the trees in the usual manner and cover the roots with a little soil; then give them
a good soaking; and when the water has soaked into the soil, fill the hole with dry
soil. This is mueh better than surface watering.
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ASTRONCMICAL DATA FOR QUEENSLAND.
Times Comruren 3y D. EGLINTON, F.R.A.S.

TIMES OF SUSRISR AND ~ " |PHASES OF THE MOON, OCCULTATIONS, &c

AT WARWICK. The times stated are for Queensland, New
South Wales, Victorla, and Tasmanla when

“Bummer Time™ iz not used,
May. Juse, | ! B X,
1022 APRIL. A 5Aprll C FirstQ 3 45]1.111.
=—=n 12 ,, O Full Moon 6 44 a.m,
Date.| Rises, | Bets. | Rises. | Bets. | Bises. | Bets. | 19 ) Last Quarter 10 54 a.m.
27 ,, @ New Moon 34 pm,
Perigee on 10th at 6°36 p.m,
1 62 550 | 618 | 520 | 6:36 | 53 &po:m on 22nd ut 512 :.m,
2 | 63 | 549 | 618 | 5:190 | 636 | A3 5 Tlhte rnounthwil!up;:m. apparenily, close to
i £ i o . o upiter on e th so Tt -
3 63 548 | 619 | 65718 | 637 | 53 viewed from a higher a‘::::n]fergr l::lrft?ne:lte tt:é
4 | 64 | 547 | 62 | 517 | 637 | 53 | moon will be seen to occult the planet,
5 | 65 | 545 | 621 | 317 | 638 | 62
6 |65 | 544 | 622 | 516 | 638 | 52 | 4 afay ¢ Fivst Quarter 10 56 p.m,
7 | 66 | 543 )| 622 | 516 | 639 | 52 | 11 ,, © Full Moon 46 pm.
8 |66 [542| 623|065 630 | 52 |19, ) Last Quarter 4 17 am.
o |67 | 541|628 | 514|040 | pa |2 » @NewMoon 44 am.
" : " i oy Perigee on Sth st 5412 pam,
10 | 67 | 540 | 624 | 514 | G40 | B2 Apogee on 20th 1t 2 80 p.n,
11 |68 | 539 625 613 | 641 | 52 On thitlzl Sbtbh, between 11 and 12 p.m., the
3 o : .. moon W again very near, ! 3
12 | 68 538 | 625 | 513 | 541 | 62 Jupiter in the i:()nsr.elIul,lgnm-"i?gg’.nr:vll‘lt]ir u&g
13 | 60 | BT | 626 | 6512 | 642 | 52 very interesting binary star—Gamma Virginis
) —slightly below them,
14 | 60 | 586 6:26 | 512 | 642 | 52
15 | 6°10 | 635 | 627 | 511 | 6+42 | b3
16 | 610 | 534 | 627 | 510 | 642 | 58 | 3 June ( First Quarter 4 10a.m,
17 | 611 | 583 | 528 | 5110 | 642 | 58 10 ,, © Full Moon 1 38 a.m.
" 532 | 628 | 59 643 | 53 17 ,, 2 Last Quarter 10 3 p.m.
18 | 61116 _ el W 25 ,, @ New Moon 2 20 pn
19 612 | 631 | 6:20 | 59 643 | b4 Poarigee on 4h &t 512 n,m, und on £9:th 4t 124 p.m.
20 | 612 | 530 | 629 | 58 | 648 | b4 Apogee on 171k at 0°18.0.m,
21 | 618 | 529 | 680 | 58 | 648 | 654 |
22 6418 | 528 | 631 | BT 43 | 54 , The moon wti][f pnlxsa tEti‘ﬂtm;n on the 4th at
g . . E . . @ guarter past three in the afternoon, and will
23 614 | 527 | 631 | 57 648 | 54 enable this planet to be seen in the dny?ime it
24 | 614 | 526 | 632 | B'G | 644 | B4 abfmIr:LlIi Lei?scopathnr binoculn';'ls ar{a directtgd
about six tim & mopn’ ametor north-
85 | 616 | 525 | 6:52 | 56 | 0644 | 54 ;\’al]‘l’l.b {.t wi;l E;lsm El;i:! s..Tu;iter on ttr;ﬂ Eotlil a
g y .. ! ittle before four o’clock In the morning, again
26 | 615 | 524 | 638 | 55 | 644 | 55 | in apparent proximity to Gamma Virinis.
27 616 | 523 | 633 | 55 G'44.| 3D iTa‘?i)ti\‘l%LHWIu again be oecuited in high southern
28 G616 | 522 | 634 | 64 | 644 | 0D t?enc\lzs.l.!upti]:er, &11111 Bntur&wilhbc w?ﬂl?’g
- = s . L gtars during these three months, ars W
29 | 617 | 522 | 634 | 54 | 644 | BB somewhat later in rising, but will be visible
: . y : 5 early in the evening during the latter part o
30 | 617 | B2l | 635 | 53 | 644 | 56 | GO E B %
31 8881 .. =

For places west of Warwick and mearly in the same latitude, 28 degrees 12 minutes S.,
add 4 minutes for each degree of longitude. For example, at Inglewood, add 4 minutes to
the times given above for Warwick; at Goondiwindl, add 8 minutes; at St. George, 14
minutes ; at Cunnamulla, 25 minutes; at Thargomindah, 33 minutes; and at Oontoo, 48
minutes,

The moonlight nights for each month can best ascertained by notleing the dates when
the moon will be in the first quarter, and when full. In the latter case the moon will rise
somewhat about the time the sun sets, and the moonlight then extends all through the night;
when at the first quarter the moon rises somewhere about six hours before the sun sets, and
it is moonlight only till about midnight. After full moon it will be later each evening before
it rises, and when in the last quarter It will not generally rise till after midnight.

It must be remembered that the times referred to are only roughly approximate, as the
relative positions of the sun and moon vary considerably.

[All the particulars on this pnge were eomputed for this Journal, and should not be
reproduced without acknowledgment.] ;
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CO-OPERATION.

Organising the Farming Industry.

PREMIER PROPOUNDS PROGRESSIVE POLICY.

‘In his masterly address to farmers at Laidley, the Premier, Mr. Theodore, laid
down the following as a tangible and realisable objective for those engaged in primary
production:—(1) Agriculture as an industry must be made a remunerative industry
to those engaged in it. (2) The industry must be greatly extended, for only in that
can an additional population be absorbed; and it is only by increasing the population
that we can reduce our per capita financial burdens. (3) The conditions of life of
all country dwellers must be made more attractive than at the present time.

Organisation of agriculturists on the Farm Bureau system is essential. The local
organisations will be linked up with district councils of agriculture, and these in
turn will be represented on the Central Council of Agriculture. Provision will be

made for advisory boards for the dairying industry, fruit industry, and for other
branches of agriculture.

If the farmers were willing to establish co-operation on a large scale, the

Government would confer the necessary authority upon the co-operative associations,
and, moreover, would back them financially.

As further evidence of the Government's bona fides in relation to the men on
the land, the Premier added:—' We shall endeavour to co-ordinate agricultural
tuition with the general system of State education, providing thereby a scheme of
agricultural secondary schools for all pupils leaving the primary schools who decide
to take an agricultural course. The secondary course will lead to the University for

those who desire to avail themselves of the benefits of that institution.”

LAIDLEY, February 21, 1922.
THE PREMIER'S ADDRESS.

The Premier addressed a largely at-
tended meeting in the School of Arts
Laidley, when Mr. Dunn presided.
Others present on the platform were
Mr. W. Cooper, M.L.A., Mr. J. 8. Col-
iings, M.)..C.. Mr. Hermansen, Coun-
¢illors M Grath and Crosby, and
others. The attendance was an en-
couraging response by the farmers of
the closely settled area of Laidley to
the movement of the Labor party to
place before the public the facts re-
garding the bemevolent nature of the
legiglation of the present Government
in the interests of the producing com-
munity—{facts which are misconstrued,
glossed over and misrepresented by
its pelitical opponents. The attend-
ance would have ‘heen still greater
had the weather conditions been more
propitions for travelling from the
more distnnt centres of the district.
The closely settled areas such as the
Laidley and Rosewood districts, in
spite of the guileless hypocrisy of the
“Nationalist” press, are fully alive to

3

tlie dead hand infdvence of the Tory
party and their satellites, the middle-
men.,  Moreover, as was pointed out
by Mr. Theodore In his speech, they
recognise that Agricola can never
worship at the shrine where the high
priests are those erstwhile leading
lights of the “Nationalist” Gods, who
row amble in the political arena of
the Country party's jerry-huilt edifice.

The chairman introduced the Prem-
ier to the audience.

The Premier said: The object of my
visit is not to deliver an electioneer-
ing policy speech. I do not anticipate
that there will be any general elec-
tion in Queensland—no State general
election, at all events—until towards
the end of next year. My sole object
to-night in delivering an address to
farmers in a farming district is to
explain Labor’'s policy in relation to
the man on the land and to the agri-
cultural industry. Labor's policy has
been villainously misrepresented to
the farmers of the State by Labor's
opponents. The only explanation of
Labor principles which the bulk of the
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furmers hear or read ig placed be-
fore them by “Nationalist” newspapers
or by “Nationalist” politicians.

Labor represents the workers, and
by that term I do not mean merely
the manual laborers, but workers in
the broadest sense of the term—all
those who work by hand or brain and
who do not exploit the labor of others.
These are the people whom Labor re-
pregents—that greal class which ear-
ries on all useful work of the com-
munity and which constitutes the na-
tion. In formulating a political pol-
icy Labor has endeavored to interpret
the desires, hopes, and aspirations of
that large section of the people. Its
policy, therefore, is not limited to in-
dustrial and social reforms.

Being a humane party, we have na-
turally devoted a great deal of time
and attention to improving the sta-
tus and correcting the wrongs of the
wage-earning section of the workers,
but neither in the formulation of our
policy, nor in the practical application
of the policy have we neglected that
large and indispensable section of
wor"ikers, known as the men on the
land.

GOVERNMENT ADMINISTRATION.

The Labor Government of Queens-
land takes a broad view of its re-
gpongibilitics as an administration in
charge of the affairs of the State. We
recognise that, in addition fo attend-
ing to legislative activities of one
kind or another, we have to manage
the affairs of the State. We have to
keep in view the necessity of develop-
ing the country, of encouraging and
extending industry and of promoting
trade.

The Labor Government has been
subjected to a great amount of mis-
representation. We have been de-
sceribed as “confiscators” and “revolu-
tionaries,” as “men without honor,
and without regard for moral or legal
obligations,” As a lot of people im-
plieitly believe what they read in the
newspapers, the Labor party’s reputa-
tion has naturally suffered. In all
their reference to the Labor party,
the newspapers “lie like a fellow with
a horze to sell.” The people are easily
gulled. They do not use the evidence
of their own eyes, and that is why it
bhecomes necessary for me, as the
head of the Government, to explain
to the farmers what the Labor policy
is all about, The Labor party has
been subjected to the most savage
calumnies in reference to the financial
position of the State, the effect of

QUEENSLAND AGRICULTURAL JOURNAL,

[Apri, 1922,

Labor legislation generally, and the
attitude of the Government towards
the men on the land. The Tories are
the bitter enemies of the workers
and therefore cannot be just to the
Labor party.

The Labor party has
NEVER UNDER-RATED

the importance of agriculture. We
have always recognised that the
future of the State is intimately as-
sociated with the soil, and agriculture
js the basis of all our future hopes.
No one has a greater claim to be re-
garded as a worker than the man who
tills the soil, and no one is more en-
titled to participate in shaping the
policy and governing the affairs of
this State than the members of that
great and influential class. The [ar-
mer ig the mainsgtay of our civilisa-
tion and the most indispensable wor-
ker in the community. The Labor
movement in its platform gives recog-
nition to the importance of the culti-
vators and tillers of the soil and to
their problems. The main features
of the Labor platform are those deal-
ing with the encouragement of agri-
culture and the protection of the men
on the land. Much of the time and
energy of the Government, since 1915
has been devoted to translating that
platform into effect.

LABOR’S AGRICULTURAL
ACCOMPLISHMENTS.

The following are some of the legis-
fative and administrative measures
introduced by the Government since
it came info office:—

(1) Cane Prices Regulation, which
for the first time in Queensland en-
sured to the canegrowers a fair price
for the product, and protection
against the proprietary millers. It
can reasonably be claimed that this
scheme has benefited the cane farm.

ers to the extent of not less than
£1,000,000 sterling since 1915,
(2) The Sugar Acquisition Agree-

ments. These sgreements have stabi-
lized the price of sugar and made the
sugar Industry the most prosperous
business in the State. In 1915 the
value of the sugar products of this
State was computed at £1,500,000; in

1921 it had increased to  over
£9,000,000.

(3) The Repeal of the Railway
Guarantee. This measure relieved

the farmer of the railway land tax
imposed by the Nationalist Govern-
ments.
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(4) The Queensland Wheat Pool,
which enables the wheat crops to be
marketed under better conditions than
ever obtained in the past.

(5) Advances to Settlers, The en-
tire system of State advances to new
selectors was liberalised and brought
up to date.

(6) Co-operative Agricultural Pro-
duction. The present Government in-
stituted the system of advances for
the purchase of dairy cattle. Ad-
vances under this Act have been made
fo 552 farmers.

(7) Cold Stores for Farmers’ Pro-
duce. The Government is erecting a
modern cold store with a capacity of
600,000 cubic feet of cold storage space
for ithe purpose of storing butter,
cheese, fruit, vegetahles, and eggs.

(8) Main Roads Scheme. The Go-
vernment has launched a comprehen-
sive policy for the improvement of the
main roads of the State. Particular
attention is being given to the roads
in agricultural digtricts.

(9) Cotton Cultivation. A guaran-
teed fair price is being granted by
the Government to the producers of
cotton, with the result that this in-
dustry is rapidly expanding,

(10) Relief to Settlers on Repur-
chased Estates. Many of these set-
tlers who were placed on the land
under onerous terms by past Govern-
ments were hopelesgly in arrearg in
their payments, and many were forced
to abandon their holdings. The pre-
sent Government eased the burdens
and devised a system to enable the
remaining gettlers to carry on profit-
ably.

(11) Amendment of Income Tax Act.
This enables the farmer to carry for-
ward the losses of previous years
when calculating his ingome for taxa-
tion purposes. Queensland is the first
State to carry this reform.

(12) Droughttime Assistanre to
Farmers. When appealed to, the
Government dealt generously with

the farmers during the droughts
of 1915 and 1919. Seéed wheat
and fodder for starving stock

were distributed on the most generous
terms. As much as 87,000 bushels of
geed wheat were distributed among
14,000 farmers in one wear. Aid in
many other ways was given to farmers
during the drougbt period.

In addition to the foregoing tha
Government has responded to every
reagonable request made by the far-
mers for protection and encourage-
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ment. The following measures have
been passed solely in the interests of
the agricultural industry:—Cheese
Pool Act, Banana Industry Preserva-
tion Act, Fertiliser Act, Stock Foods
Act, Diseases in Stock Act,
Brands Act, supervision of pro-
duce agents, research for eradication
of pests, marketing farmers’ wool,
fruitgrowing instruction, free soil
analysis for farmers, cheap arsenie
for the destruction of prickly pear.
Pure Seeds Act.

A study of this extensive list of
the practical things which the Labor
Administration has done for agricul-
tural industry will surely convince
any reasonable person that Labor ig
not antagonistic to the man on the
land, but, on the contrary, is ever will-
ing to give him practical help, and to
assist him to solve his problems and
overcome the difficulties that lie in his
path. (Loud applause).

Continuing, the Premier said:—Of
course it might be said that any
Government in office during the last
six years would have passed these
measures, but L want you to remember
that the “Nationalist” Government,
which was in office immediately pre-
ceding 1915, not only failed to ecarry
these reforms, but actually resisted
many of them. Some of the measures
were proposed by the Labor party
when we were on the Oppogition side,
but we always found the “National-
ists” harshly unsympathetic. When
the Cane Price legislation was first
brought forward in the Legislative As-
gsembly the “Nationalists” strenuously
opposed it. Mr. Macartney actually said
that such legislation would “splinter
every plank in the Nationalist plat-
form.” Mr. Denham was in office in
the early part of 1915, when the sugar
industry was faced with a crisis;, con-
sequent on the low price of sugar
ruling in the southern States. Mr.
Denham was supported by the follow-
ing Country party members:—DMessrs.
Vowles, Corser, Swayne, Morgan, Beb-
bington, and Appel, but in spite of the
critical situation, the Denham Govern-
ment left the sugar industry stranded.
No definite measures were taken by
the “Nationalists” to deal with the
gugar crop for that year. For all that
the Denham Administration cared,
sugar might have been sold at £15 a
ton, as it was in’ the previous year,
notwithstanding the higher cost of
production ruling since the war. La-
bor came into office in June, 1915, and
forthwith made arrangements to ac-
quire the entire crop of Queensland
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sugar at a remunerative price to the
farmers and the millers, and entered
into an agreemen: with the Common-
wealth Government for the refinement
and distribution of sugar, thus saving
the situation. Similar arrangements,
with modifications as to price and con-
ditions, have continued to this day,
and have proved most beneficial for
the sugar industry. Over £9,000,000
was paid for the produet of the
Queensland sugar industry in 1921,
and under the policy introduced by
the Labor Government the farmers
received their fair share. In this in-
dustry at any rate there is certainly
no evidence of the alleged “blighting
influence” of Labour. The Queensg-
land Government is hoping to
have the existing agreement or a si-
milar agreement continued for many
vears. The “Nationalist” members
of the Federal Parliament are hamper-
ing the negotiations towards this end.

BURDEMSOME IMPOSITION
REMOVED.

I ask you also to consider the Rail-
way Guaraniee Act which was passed
by a “Nationalist” Government, but
repealed by Labor. Selectors in
newly-settled agricultural districts
were compelled under this Act to
make good any losses on new railway
lines. It wae an iniquitous measure.
The pioneers had to carry the burden
It was a land tax of a most onerous
and oppressive kind, which fell only
on country settlers. Town dwellers
paid nothing. The Labor Government
repealed the Act in the very first
session when they came into office in
1915, and relieved the settlers of
£220,000 which was owing at that
date.

Moreover, the “Nationalists” resis-
ted every attempl made by Labor
members to liberalise the advances to
sottlers’ legislation. It will be re-
called that under the ‘“Nationalist”
scheme the maximum amount a new
settler could borrow to build a home
for himself was £40. The old sys-
tem of financial assistance to new
settlers has been abolished, and a
mueh more liberal system substitu-
ted. Ang so it is with other measures
of interest to farmers. The “Nation-
alists,” whilst making a pretence of
being the friends of the farmers, ac-
tively opposed or passively resisted
all measures for practical relief, I
ask the farmers to judge the Labor
party not by what the Tory news-
papers or the anti-Labor members say
about it, but on the actual evidence
of what it has accomplished, and by
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the policy it has placed before the
country. No request for assistance for
the man on the land, and no request
for support - for any practicable
scheme has ever been made to the
Labor Government in vain.

FORMATION OF COUNTRY PARTY.

When the *“Nationalists” and their
newspaper supporters realised a year
or two ago that they had lost the
confidlence and support of the far-
mers, new schemes were devised to
keep the farmers from supporting La-
bor. One of these schemes was the
formation of the Country party. It
was thought that if the farmers could
be gulled into the belief that a brand
new party had been established, whosa
gole concern would be to advance tha
interests of the farmers, this would
stem a landslide on the part of far-
mers towards the Labor party. That
accounts for the origin of the Country
{Jargy as it exists to-day in Queens-
and.

I want to acquaint you with the real
nature of the Country party and its
policy. When the Queensland Par
liament met after the last election 1
explained in a Ministerial statement,
which I made to the House, the diffi-
cult eituation which faced the coun-
try, in counsecuence of the finanecial
stringency and industrial depression.
I appealed for the support of all sec-
tions in the House for a policy which
would tide the country over the diffi-
cult times, enable the Government
to effect necessary reforms and extend
proper assistance to the producing in-
dustries, so that the development of
the State could be continued. But I
met with no favorable response from
either the “Nationalists” or the Coun-
try party. The Government was met
with bitter gibes and antagonism from
all eections of the Opposition, and the
leading members of the Country party
wera just as bad as the “Nationalists"
in daerying the State, and in dissem-
inating their gloomy propaganda, !
have carefully studied the Country
party's attitude during this Parliament
and I havc not known of a

SOLITARY CONSTRUCTIVE IDEA

emanating from that source. I am
quite convinced that the members of
the Country party have never given
five minutes of earnest, independent
thought to the real problems of the
man on the land, nor to the agricul-
tural industry. Twelve mempers of
the present Country party in the
Queensland Assembly are ex-mem-
bers of the “ Nationalist” party. All
the official positions in the Country
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party, from that of the leader down-
wards, are held by ex-“ Nationalists,”
and it has recently received a further
leavening of ‘ Nationalists” by the ac-
quisition ¢f Messrs. Elphinstone and
Fletcher. Mr. Elphinstone stated a
few days ago in Melbourne that he
went over to the Country party be-
cause that party lacked administra-
tive ability and leadership!

The real nature of the Country
party was brought to light recently
in the “ Producers' Review,” which is
not a Labor paper. It is a farmers’
paper, and is doing sterling work in
the interests of the producers of this
State. In its issue of August 10, 1921,
it stated:—

“1f Dr. Earle Page will make a few
pertinent inguiries in Queensland . . .
he will find . . . that the funds which
supported the Country party in
Queensland at the last State elections
also supported the ‘ Nationalists’ and
that the wire-pullers—the intriguers—
swamped the organisation of the
Country party in Queensland, and
took the control out of the hands of
the farmers.”

The “ Producers’ Review”
same issue also said:—

“The blight of intrigue which for
g0 many vearg has characéterised the
Brisbane-contrelled anti-Labor poli-
tical organisations, still covers the
political landscape. It was understood
a week ago that another working ar-
rangement was being negotiated be-
tween the ‘Nationalists’ and the
Country party, but later the pastoral-
ists issued a definite ultimatum that
unless certain arrangements werae
made all funds would he withheld
from the Country party organisation.

in the

“Just as the ‘Review' has prediec-
ted, those who pay the piper are call-
ing the tune. The ‘ Nationalists’ must
have freedom ‘of organisation in cer-
tain country electorates, otherwise
funds will not be provided to organ-
ise electorates already held by the
Country party. And of course if the
Labor Government is defeated, the
legislation that follows will be dicta-
ted by the big interests.”

The Country party, as a separate
political entity, was formed in 1920
Already it is in process of being swal-
lowed by the “Nationalists.” It is
announced that a conference between
the “Nationalists” and the Country
party for the purpose of laying down
the basis for a cocalition is to be held
on March 1 next. Referring to this
conference Mr. Elphinstone told the
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Melbourne *“Age” that “the two par-
ties (‘Nationalists’ and Country
party) were now in conference seek-
ing to evolve a mutual scheme for the
conduct of business in the House, and
to determine upon a method of allo-
cating seats that will be agreeable to
both parties.” The genuine farmers.
in Queensland ought by this time to
be fully aware that they are being
merely used as political tools by Tory
politicians, and that the Country party
is merely part of a cunningly devised
scheme to place the administration of
the country’s affairs again in the
hands of the squatters and the clique
representing “big interests.”

The Country party would be quite
content to have Tories in office, al-
though it knows perfectly well that the
Tories represent the city interests—
the merchants, the middlemen, and the
squatters. I am thoroughly con-
vinced that the farmers have little to
hope for, either from the County
party or from the “Nationalists.” The-
“Nationalists” are openly hostile to
the farmers’ requirements, and the
Country party is merely a joint in the
tail of the “Nationalist” dog.

FARMER—LABOR RAPPRCCHE-
MENTS.

In recent times there has been a
distinet move towards the amalgama-
tion of the forces of the farming com-
munity and Labor for the purpese of
giving effect to a mutually beneficial
programme of legislation and reform.
This movement has gained great head-
way in the United Statzs of America
and in Canada. In Ontario, ag the re-
sult of the recognition of the identity
of interests between the farmers and
the workers, a Farmer-Labor Admin-
istration is now in office. In North
Dalkota and in other parts of the 1Jni-
ted States Farmer-Labor adrmicistra-
tions bhave 2arried into effect some
vory radieal reforms in the interests
of the farming community, and the
workers generally. have been in
communication with some of the lead-
ing men in this movement, in both
the United States and in Canada, and
1 find that the platforms of their or-
ganjzations bear great similarity to
the platform of the Labor party in
Queensland., For instance the Far-
mer-Labor organigation in North Da-
kota- has fjssued particulars of its
platform which contains the following
planks :—

(1) Betler grain grades, basad on
milling and baking values.

(2) The 1nilling of wheat in Lhe
State, thereby preventing a double
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haul, and saving the by-products for
use in the State, increasing business
and industry and conserving soil fer-
tility,

(3) The State-owned bank, whereby
the funds that beleng to all the people
are made available to finance the ac-
tivities that belong to all the people.

(4) A State-owned coal mine, to
supply at least the State’s own build-
ings.

(5) Hail insurance at cost.

(6) State aid to drought sufferers.

(7) State aid to dairy associations.

(8) Rural credits.

(9) Reduction of the spread be-
tween the prices paid to producers
and the prices charged to consumers.

(10) The redistribution of taxes
more in accordance with privileges en-
joyed and ability to pay.

(11) Encouragement of improve-
ments and discouragement of specula-
tion.

(12) Simplified Court procedure.

(13) Workmen's compensation.

(14) Benefits to dependents of em-
ployees killed.

(15) Beneficial and just labor laws.

(16) An eight hours day and a mini-
mum wage for women.

(17) Rural school betterment.

(18) Incouragement of co-opera-
tion.

This movement in America shows
that the farmers there recognise the
good sense of linking up their politi-
¢al affairs with the people whose in-

terests are more closely iden:
tified with their own plan
than  with those of any other
party. The necessity for working har-

moniously with the Labor party exists
in Queensland just as it exists in the
United States and in Canada, for in
becoming associated with the TLabor
movement the farmers have much to
gain and nothing to lose.

TANGIBLE AND REALISABLE
OBJECTIVE.

I lay down the following as a tan-
gible and realisable objective:—

(1) Agriculfure ag an industry must
be made a remunerative industry to
those engaged in it.

(2) The industry must be greatly
extended, for only in thai way ecan
an additional population be absorbed;
and it is only by increasing the popu-
iation that we can reduce our per ca-
pita financia! burdens.
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(3) The conditions of life of all
country dwellers must be made more
attractive than at the present time.

This is quite a formidable objective,
but it can be achieved Ly a party
unirammel!led by conveniion and
courageous enough to adoept radiecal
measures—in short, a party not afraid
of Initiating comprehensive schemes
nor afraid of offending city commer-
cial interests. DBut it can only be ae-
complished by whomsoevey takes it
in hand if they have the whele-hearted
co-operation of the farmers in addi-
tion to the goodwill of the general
body of workers of the Starte.

An agricultural policy t2> be effec-
tive must include proposals dealing
with all the following topics. These
would constitute some of the leading
planks of an agricultural programme:

(1) Co-operation;

(2) Pools;

(8) Advisory boards for the differ-
ent sections of the agricultural in-
dustry;

(4) Agricultural education;

(5) Main roads;

(6) Extension of social amenities to
rural life;

(7) Opening land for seitlement;

(8) Representation abroad to pro-
mole trade for primary products,

It would be interesting to know
how much the farmer actually ve-
ceives out of every pound spent by
the eonsumer in the purchase of farm
produce. I venture to say that as a
general rule it would not exceed 7s.
The balance is eaten up by cost of
distribution, commission agents’ fees,
and middlemen’s profits.

The farmer, by establishing effec-
tive co-operation, can remove many
of the difficullies that exist in con-
nection with the marketing of his
produce, and can eliminate a great
deal of the middlemen’s profits.

The Queensland Wheat Pool is a
living example of what can be done
by the farmers by co-operative effort.
The Queensland Wheat Pool is based
upon pure co-operation. The farmers
constitute the board of management,
formulate the policy, and direct the
whole business of marketing the
wheat crop, which previously was
done solely by traders and commis-
sion agents.

DISTRICT AGRICULTURAL
COUNCILS.

Some kind of basic organisation
must be established among the far-
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mers by the farmers themselves.
Through the agency of such an or-
ganijation the farmers will be as-
sisted to solve the problems of pro-
duction and marketing and become the
driving forece towards co-operative
effort These organisations would be-
come the medium for the spread of
knowledge and education, and would
enahle farmers fto become articulate
as a class and a real force in the land.

Ag an organisation corresponding
with the American Farm Bureaux I ad-
vocate the establishment in all farming
loealities of district councils of agri-
culture, these to be linked up with a
central council having jurisdiction
over the whole State. These councilg
should be elected by the farmers by
direct vote, and should work in close
co-operation with the Department of
Agriculture. The objects of the or-
‘manigation ghould be to co-operate with
the Department of Agriculture:—

(1) In the development of rural
industries.

(2) Investigating and dealing with
agricultural problems.

(3) In advising agriculturalistg with
regard to matters whick require scien-
tific knowledge and training.

(4) In securing effective action for
the controlling of diseages and pesis
wenerally,

(5) In securing improved markets
for the disposal of farm produce.

(6) In formulating a general policy
of standardising.

(7) To advise in regard to agricul-
tural education and rural schools.

(8) To recommend when necessary
the formation of advisory boards or
pools to deal with wheat, butter,
rheege, fruit, or other sections of the
indnstry.

1f the scheme is favorably received
bv the farmers they will unite them-
selves to take up the idea. But the Go-
vernment will give them every en-
couragement and assistance.

If the farmers are willing fo estab-
lish co-operation on a large scale the
‘Government will confer the necessary
authority upon the co-operative asso-
ciations, and moreover will back them
financially,. By State-wide co-opera-
tion embracing all sections of prim-
ary production, the industries will be
emancipated from

GRASPING MIDDLEMEN

and extortionate commission agenis
The movement will bring about stabi-
lised prices for primary products, It
will give farmers access to larger
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markets, and it will secure a better
equilibrium of supply and demand. 1%
will tend to reduce farm costs and
costs of fransportation, and will save
the farmers from the evil effects of
market gluts. There is absolutely
no reason, why, under a properly man-
aged system of co-operation, the whole
of the products of the farming com-
munity should not be handled, mar-
keted, and financed by the farmers
themselves. The operations mneces-
sarily will be on a large scale, but the
magnitude of the operation is mno
barrier to the success of the scheme.

I have advanced these proposals for
the betier organisation of the farm-
ergs by fthe means of agricultural
councils, becanse I think such preli-
minary organisation is necessary to
prepare the way for the real busi-
ness of co-operative dealing on a
large scale. The agricultural indus-
try is bound fo grow to very large
dimengions in  Queensland, and
amongst the farmers there are men of
brains, knowledge, and experience
whose advice should be sought in con-
nection with the formulation of an
effactive agricultural policy.

PROBLEM OF UNDEVELOPED
LANDS.

No rural policy would be complete
which did not provide for the exten-
sion of agricultural settlement. This
can be accomplished in Queensland by
providing closer settlement on the
areas now occupied, and by opening
new Crown land for occupation. Both
these modes will be adopted by the
Government, and proceeded with as
rapidly as possible.

Consgiderable areas of good land
owned by private individuals but not
put to any productive wuse may be
seen in various parts of the State
adjacent to existing railway lines.
The non-development of thiz land is
geriously retarding the progress of
the State. Targe areas of idle land in
the vieinity of existing sgettlements
hamper the operations of the selec-
tors. Such lands are breeding
grounds for pests besides being re-
sponsible for sparse and secattered set-
tlement. The Lands Department ex-
perts have been asked to study the
guestion and report upon the best
means of dealing with it.

IRRIGATION.

Surveys and investigations carried
on by the Water Supply Department
during the last two or three years
have revealed the existence of seve-
ral extensive, yet compact areas emi-
nently suited to the purpose of irri-
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gation settlements. The Dawson
River scheme embraces nearly a quar-
ter of a million acres of irrigable
lands of high quality, and a proposal
for a reservoir which will have a cap-
acity of over 1,000,000 acre feet of
water. It is expected that this scheme
will eventually, accommodate up-
wards of 10,000 irrigation farmers.

Another scheme which has been
very favorably reported on is that of
the Lower Condamine, in the vicinity
of 8t. George. A succession of
weirs in the river between Warra and
St. George will impound 150,000 acre
feelt of water, which will be sufficient
to irrigate 50,000 acres of land. The
soil and climate are both ideal for
raisins and other dried fruits, or
lucerne and like crops. As a fruit
and dairying centre its future, if water
is made available, is most promising,
At least 1000 families could be set-
tled in this area. There are other
highly promising schemes besides
those I have mentioned. The Mount
BEdwards proposal and the one on the
Severn River are likely to be deve-
loped into valuable irrigation settle-
ments at no distant date.

These schemes will be the means of
increasing our rural population and
the wealth production of our State to
an enormous extent. But to carry
them out the Government expects and
requires the solid support of all our
people who have the interests of
agriculture at heart. There is a large
and influential seetion in the cities
always ready to hamper the CGovern-
ment in proposals of this kind and
throw cold water on development
scnemes that involve the expenditure
of large sums of money in country
districts. It is to combat these Queen-
street interests that the Government
appeals for the eco-operation of the
country residents.

IDEALISTIC AND ViSIONARY
POLICIES USELESS,

I invite the producers of this State
to give earnest consideration to the
policy I have outlined. It is by no
means a policy spun out of political
moonshine, but an earnest attempt to
put forward a constructive policy for
the development of the principal in-
dustry of this State and the emanci-
paticn of the struggling farmer from
the evils that at present beset him.
Nor is it a policy shadowy and unat-
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tainable. It is the essence of practic-
ability. I am not one of those who be-
lieve that all you require to do is to
‘tickle the earth with a hoe, and she
will smile a harvest” The farmers
are faced with the stern reali-
ties of existence, and idealistic
and visionary policies arer
useless. But I believe that the policy
I have outlined is ons that can he
carried into effect if the farmers lend
their support. It will take millions of
pounds sterling, it is frue, to establish
co-operation on the extensive secale I
have advocated, and to finance the
projected development schemes, but
the money is available becanse this
country has the resoureces. The cap-
italized energy and the resources of
the man on the land ought to he good
enpugh for a vast amounil of credit
to finance co-operative enterprize even
of gigantic dimensiona.

The members of the Labor Govern-
ment are not dilettante politicians in-
dulging a hobby and taking a mere
passing interest in the affairs of the
State, We are earnest students of
economy and publie affairs. Moreover
we follow our honest convictions and
de not yield on the principles we he-
lieve in. We have sympathy for the
under dog and desire to assist those
who toil. At the same time we claim
to have breadth of vision and a desire
to see the State advance. We com-
mend the policy I have outlined to:
night to the consideration of all gen-
uine farmers and struggling selectors.
We know it will be attacked and con-
demned by those representing the
moneyed interests, who live by exploit-
ing the farmers, As a Government we
are prepared to give full eifect to this
policy, if the farmerg will accept it,
and will assist the Government to
put it into operation. (Cheering ani
great applause).

The Premier, in concluding his
masterly address, said his words would
be attacked and denounced by the
capitalist press, but he recognised that
he had been speaking to an intelli-
gent aundience, which would carefully
weigh his words and think out for
themselves the suggestions and poli-
cies he had placed before them.

A vote of thanks was ably proposed
by Mpr, H, Hermansen, and sgeconded
by Mr. A. Neumann, which was car-
ried with applause.

A vote of thanks to the chairman
terminated a highly succesgsful meet-
ing.
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STATE LAND TAX.

Farmers Hardly Touched. Land Monopolists
Hit Hardest.

Forced to Throw Open Fertile Country.

Premier Talks to Lowood Farmers.

LOWOOD, February 22, 1922.

Mr. Theodcre said :—DPerhaps no
part of Labor's policy has been so
much the object of ceaseless calumny
and mendacity as its land policy. The
jand tax; the perpetual leasehold sys-
tem; and the legislation compelling
the squatters to pay fair rents have
each in turn been misrepresented, dis-
torted, lied about, and held up to pub-
lic execration hy reactionaries, press,
and politicians, in a most sinful man-
ner. Yet no part of the Labor policy
can be so easily justified on the score
of pure motive, national prudence, and
beneficial reanlts to the community at
large.

The land tax is not established as
a revenue earning measure. It has a
valuable economic function to  dis-
charge. It is designed primarily

(1) To prevent land monopoly.

(2) Minimise speculation in future
land values and

(3) To secure to the community
portion of the unearned Iincrement
given to land by increased population
and the development of the State.

The enemies of Labor say that the
purpose of the land tax is to make
those who ute the soil pay very dsarly
for the privilege. That is the exact
opposite to the real purpose and ef-
fect of the land tax.

The land tax is not an impost levied
upon farmers who work their farms,
But an impost upon land monopolists
and speeculators who hoid the soil in
idleness. The tax does not hit the
pioneer farmer nor the struggling sel
ector, nor yet the established agricul-

turist who depends on the land for his
livelihood, hut it dees fall with due
severily on those who own large tracts
of country and do not use them. It is
burdensome to the land monopolist,
the land speculator, and the absentee
who farms the farmer. And it applies

also to the eoity freeholder who
may be neither a monopolist nor
a specalator, but whose land in-

creages in value every year through
the toil and industry of the whole
community, and who therefore is
asked to return part of this unearned
increment to the coffers of the State.

EFFECT OF LAND TAX.

Although it is a common Tory stra-
tagem to bewail the onerous effect
the land tax ig having on the farmmng
community this sympathy for the far-
mers is mere hypocritical hocus-pocus.
The Tories are in fact only con-
cerned on behalf of the large land
proprietors. This fraudulent concern
on hehalf of the small landowner is
intended to gull the people as to the
real nature and incidence of the land
tax,

The land tax is levied only on the
unimproved value of land. No matter
how highly developed an estale may
le the tax only applies to the unim-
proved value. The tax discriminates
between developed land and undevel-
oped land. On the latter a higher
rate of tax is levied, and the tax isz
progresgive in its incidence. On
amall holdings the tax is only a hali-
penny in the £1, on the larger hold-
ings it increases up to a maximum of
ninepence in the £1.
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DISPOSITION OF FREEHOLD
LAND.

Subject to the £200 exemption the
tax applies to all freehold land in the
State. To appreciate the relative ef-
fect of the tax on farmers it is ne-
cegsary that you sghould understard
first of all how the freehold iand of
the State is owned. The following fig-
ures will be a revelation to you:—

The total taxable value of freehold
land is approximately £35,000,000.

Of this city and town lands have
a taxable value of £14,000,000.

And country lands a taxable value
of £21,000,000. ;

Of the couniry lands agricultural
farmers, fruitgrowers, dairymen, and
gelectors of all kinds own land with
a taxable value of £2,500,000.

Squatters, financial institutions,
specunlators, absentees, etc., own land
with a taxable value of £18,500,000.

Of the freehold land in Queensland
£32,500,000 worth (unimproved tax-
able value) is owned by people who
are mot farmers. Only £2,500,000
worth (or one-fourteenth of the whole)
is owned by farmers. There are 60
individual landowners in the State
who own freehold land of a greater
taxable value than that owned by the
whole 20,000 odd farmers who ecarry
on agriculfure in this State.

A study of these figures will indi-
cate to anyone why it is that the
squatters, the financial institutions,
the landlords, and speculators, and
monopolists, back up the Tory press
of this State to denounce the Labor
party and all its works. It is not
the farmers they want to save—it is
themselves,

PENNY IN THE £1 LAND TAX.

Agricultural farmers in Queensland
pay on an average one penny in the
£1 land tax (the rate ranges from a
halfpenny to twopence).

Very few farmers are liable for
more than £2 10s per year, and most
of them are assessed at less than £1
a year.

They can obtain a remission of the
tax if they suffer loss through drought
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or flood or any cther such cause. And
all farmers who work their own farms
can, when paying their income tax,
deduct the land tax paid in that year.
So that, in reality, the amount of land
tax paid by bona fide farmers is a
mere hagatelle,

The total amount of land tax col-
lected from all sources in the State
is £450,000. The total amount of tax
paid by all the farmers in the State
who own farms up to an unimproved
value of £1280 (ie., farms of an im-
proved value of about £2500) is ap-
proximately £20,000, and most of this
is subsequently deducted by the farm-
ers when paying their income tax.

To summarise the facts—farmers
own only one-fourteenth of the land
value which is subject to tax, and
they pay only one-twentythird part
of the total tax collected. City land-
lords, squatters, financial institutions,
land monopolists, and speculators
own thirteen-fourteenths of the tax-
able value of freehold land in the
State, and contribute over 19s out cf
every £1 of the total tax collected.

After studying the question of land
taxation and considering from all as-
pects its manv economic effects, I
have definitely rome to the conclusion
that while there may be justification
for reducing th2 tax on men who own -
and work smal! farms it would be
the height of folly to abolish the tax.
The land tax tends to prevent mono-
poly owmership in land.

It tends to eompel the bursting up
of large estates, and thus makes land
available for close settlement.

It makes land holding for spoecula-
tion unprofitable, and it secures for
the community a return of the un-
earned increment. The land monopo-
list and the speculator appropriate the
unearned inerement, which is the
common heritage of the whole com-
munity. The land tax is designed
to expropriate the appropriator.

PERPETUAL LEASEHOLDS.
The Labor party's perpetual lease
system of land tenure is another of
the little understood and vilely mis-
represented measures of land reform.
In closing down on the further aliena-
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tion of the people’s estate, the Gov-
ernment was actuated by nothing hbut
the most praiseworthy motives in the
interests of the whole community.

The old Tory policy of selling
Crown land is responsible for many
evils which exist to-day in Queens-
land and in other States. In days
gonc by wealthy squatters and other
land-grabbers were permitted to pick
the eyes out of the country by free-
holding the choicest land at half a
crown an acre. The same land was
afterwards repurchased by the Siate
at an aggregate cost of millions of
pounds to provide land for agricullu-
ral settlement.

Past Governments of this State
sold large areas of Crown land
(16,000,000 acres altogeiher) because
it was an easy way of securing re-
venue, and they did not care a snap
of the fingergs about the terrible con-
sequences fo the community that in-
evitably follow a reckless policy of
land alienation. HEven whers Iland
was alienated In gmall areas by the
Crown there is no protection against
the curse of land monopoly because
by a simple process of purchase from
the original selectors large areas are
soon accumulated. The aggregation
of large freehold estates in the hands
of private monopolists is the worst
evil that can befall any agricultural
_ country. Such a policy inevitably
leads to a scarcity of land for farming
purposes, and this engenders a land
lunger, with the consequence of ex-
tortionate prices to those who must
till the soil, and it also leads to ten-

ant farming with rack-renting and
concomitant evils.

TENANTS ON SUFFERANCE.

The agrarian problem has heen the
most perplexing and troublesome
problem of modern time in all agrieul-
tural countries. In every country
where the public estates were aliena-
ted the land was accumulated in the
hands of a few. Landlordism and
absenteeism became rampant. The
cultivators of the soil were mere ten-
anls on sufferance, poverty-stricken
peasants, or miserable serfs. Violont
movements have recently taken place
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in Huropean countries with ths ob-
ject of enabling the cultivators to rce-
zain possession of the soil and fr-e-
ing them from f{yrannous exactions
of private landlords.

The amount of capital the new sel-
ector must lay out for the acquisition
of his land hasg a more direct pearing
on hig future prospects than has any
other factor. Filty per cenl of tns
present freehold farmers in Queens-
land purchased their farms at high
prices with the result that they carry
an eternal mortgage mill-stone round
their necks. The life-long effort te
rid themselves of the debt is a source
of perpetual anxiety and toil, which
makes their task resemble that of
Sigyphus.

On the other hand the perpetual
leaseholders pay mnothing to purchass
their farms. As a rental to the
Crown they pay one and a half per
cent per annum on a moderate valua-
tion of the land, and thus they are
able to conserve their capital and re-
zsources for the purpose of building
their homes and improving their hold-
ings. It costs a freehold farmer about
five times as much to pay interest on
a £500 mortgage as it costs a per-
petual leasehold farmer to pay the
rent on a farm of £500 unimproved
value.

EXPERIENGE OF JIMBOUR
SELECTORS.

A very good example of the advant-
ages of perpetual leasehold tenure is
furnished by the experience of the
settlers on the Jimbour Kstate. This
estate was purchased by a Tory Ad-
ministration at £3 10:¢ per acre. It
was allotted to the gelectors at £3 18s
per acre. They had to pay 10 per cent
of the purchase price on taking up the
selections and £8 28 Td, per centum
per yvear for 21 years to pay off the
balance. They were unable to keep
up the payments and notwithstanding
an extension of the period of payment
and a reduction of the interest charge-
able, many of the selectors Wwere
ruined in the process of trying to
make their holdings freeneld.

In 1919 the present Government of-
fered perpetual leases to the selectors.
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The purchase price under the old
scheme was made the ecapital valus
and the farmers were required to pay
interest on this as annual rental. The
whole of the selectors with one or two
exceptions accepted the offer and con-
verted their tenures te perpetnal
leases. Tn additicn the whole of the
vacant land on the estate which no
one would take up under thes free-
hold terms has now been selected
under perpetual lease. As a plain
matter of fact the land was rushed,
and a considerable amount of ballot-
ing was mnecessary in aliocating the
land. ‘These farmers who for years
struggled in vain to pay the purchase
price of freehold, voluntarily conver:
ted into perpetual lease and are now
4 prosperous community,

It is commenly asserted with re-
gard to perpetual leases thalt the
tenures are not certain, and that
banks do not regard them as good
security for advances. Both these
aggertions are hased upon fallacy. The
tenure of perpetual lease is as cer-
tain and gives the holder as secure a
possession as freshold, indeed there
is less risk of disturbance in a per-
petual lease than in any other form
of tenure. Moreover, all banks doing
business with farmers will accept a
perpetual lease as security as readily
as they will accept a freehold.

Opposition o the perpetual leage aya-
tem arises chiefly from antagonism
to the Labor Government, which in-
troduced the system, According to
certain types of Tory mind nothing
good can come from the Labor party.
The people who for political purposes
are most vociferous in denouncing
perpetual leases, are squatters, city
merchants, and middlemen, who them-
selves have millions of acres of land
vnder pastoral lease, and millions of
pounds’ worth of city lands under
building or business leages,

NORTHERN BURNETT LANDS.

The land in the Northern Burnett
scheme will be opened for selection
under the perpetual leasehold system.
The farms comprising the best of the
land will not cost the farmers more
than one shilling per acre in rent. Mr.
Gullet, who inspected this area for
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the Commonwealth Government, said
agrienltural lands of similar gquality
would in Vietoria be valued at £30 to
£40 per acre. The total value of the
land in this area, if it were valued for
freehold purposes, would exceed
£5,000,000.

But instead of the farmers pledging
their present and future resources to
raise this enormous capital, financiaily
crippling themselves in the initial
stages and carrying round their necks
for the rest of their lives a mill stone
of debt and mortgage to purchase this
land, they can obtain possession under
the perpetual leasehold system with-
out paying so much as a groat for the
privilege. Their present savings and
their future efforts can be devoted
entirely to the task of improving and
developing their farms. They will
be saved from the rapacity of the
land hog and mortgage-monger, and
postority from the menace of privats
maonopoly.

'POLICY FOR PEOPLE TO
SUPPORT.

The Premier also covered much of
the ground he touched upon the pra-
vious night, and his remarks on the
operationg of the Queensland Wheat
Pool as illustrating the success of co-
operation of farmers were keenly ap-
preciated and applauded. After
touching upon the pastoral rents legis-
lation the Premier concluded one of
the most vigorous and masterly ad-
dresses he has given in his career, by
saying that if the public thought the
Laidley statement of policy was worth
gtriving for, the Government would
put it into force.

The Government would do some-
thing either next or the following ses-
sion, and they could demand the sup-
port of the Country party members.
Quite unaided and without outside
support or inspiration from the Coun-
try party the Government had formul-
ated this progressive policy, and had
the means to put it into operation, all
that was wanted, being the support,
commonsense assistance, and sym-
pathy of the people who live in coun-
try districts. (Lioud applause.)

Ly, Cooper followed the Premier,
and dealt effectively with the butter
guestion and land tax incidence as it
affected farmers.

A vote of thanks to the Premier was
enthusiastically carried by the larga
audience.
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SINCERE EFFORT.

Government and Farmers.

The Agricultural Policy—Premier Meets Fruitgrowers—
Address in Downs District.

STANTHORPE AND WARWICK,
March 3, 1922,

On his return journey from New
South Wales, (he Premier, Mr. BE. G.
Theodore, ig vigiting numerous im-
portant Downg centres to meet repre-
gentative men connected with the
farming industry, and to expound the
agricultural policy of the Govern-
ment.

His first eall was at Stanthorpe,
where he arrived yesterday morning,
and was accorded a civic reception at
the Shire Hall. The chief speakers
were Councillor J. T. Ballinger, Mr. 7.
lLieahy (president of the Chamber of
‘Commerce), Mr. W. Ranger (Fruit-
growers)., Mr. DBallinger said that
everyone would endorse the Premier’s
efforts to 1liff the primary producer
to his proper position. They were
pleased to note that Mr. Theodore was
-anxious to find out what they wan-
‘ted, and to assist them.

Mr. Theodore thanked them for the
welecome., He was not electioneering,
but had come to meet the fruit-
growers, It was customary at elec-
tion time for political parties to offer
.attractive policies, but the Govern-
ment's agricultural policy was not
made to deceive. It was prac-
tical, amnd ecould be carried out.
ile adyvised the farmers to adopt a
‘more intense and utilitarian system
of organisation. Pelitical organisa-
tion would be fatal He thought
-gconomic organisation was what they
required. During the war period
little could be done to encourage in-
-dustries along the lines he was now

uggesting as the Commonwealth
Government then had control. Until
recently, too, the finaneial condition
existing throughout the world mili-
tated against a progressive policy.
Hut his Government was now in a
position to baek its scheme finan-
cially. This policy was not contrary
o Labor’s platform. They always
advocated co-operation and =elf help.

TALK WITH FRUIT-GROWERS.

Next, the Pramier received a depu-
tation of representatives of the Stan-
thorpe Fruit-growers’ District Coun-
¢il, and discussed with them the diffi-
culties with which the fruit-growers
were now confronted.

Mr. W. Ranger (president) ex-
pressed his keen appreciation of
the agsistance  the Government
had granted in regard to the fruit fiy
pest, and said the growers fully re-
cognised that assistance.

Mr. Theodore, in reply, outlined the
policy he had previously propounded
at Laidley, more particularly as it
affected the organisation of the fruit-
growers. He stressed the point that
the Government was sincere in iie
desire to organise the farmerg into an
effective body of producers, and had
no desire to make political ecapital out
of this. The organisation whiech the
Government would assist to bring
into being would be on a strizfly non-
party basis. The Government would,
I it received the support =f the far-
mers, appoint organisers to bring the
organisation into being.
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The Premier received a most flat-
tering and attentive hearing from the
large and representative gathering of
ETOWers,
with appreciative applause.

VISIT TO WARWICK.

Mr. Theodore subsequently motored
to Warwick, and was there officially
welcomed by the Town Council. He
visited the Warwick Farmers’ Co-
operative mill, and was shown over
the works by the directors and mana-
ger.

At night a largely-attended meet-
ing was held at the Town Hall, pre-
gided over by Alderman Jack All-
marn.

The Premier here further elabo-
rated his policy for the farming in-
dustry, and began his remarks by
reiterating that he was not there to
curry political favor, but was anxious,
during the political lull, to advocate
an agricultural policy for the benefit
of the farming community of the
State. His was an honest and
gincere attempt to Dbring into
operation an effective organisation
and a policy for the good of Queens-
land, based on the principles of the
party he had the homor to lead.
The only hope to strengthen
the economic position of the country
was by the organisation of the farm-
ing community, and by consequent in-
creased production and increased
overseas marketing. In the past far-
mers had been both disorganised and
uvnorganised in Queensland, and dis-
honest influences had been at work
to keep them apart, and that was why
the farmers were the most disunited
body in the community. Agriculture
would never be a really prosperous
occupation until the farmers were or-
ganised on a proper footing, and that
was the keystone of the situation
(Applause.)

SOLVING PROBLEMS.

Problems confronting farmers, con-
tinued Mr. Theodore, fell into four
clagses—namely, social, economic,
political, and educational. The Pre.
mier dealt with these problems in de-
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tail, and said Government aid would
be granted to farmers in order to
form the organisation he had sug-
gested, provided the Government re-
ceived the support and encourage-
ment of the producers. When
this organisation was estab-
lished it might require Government
finance to further support the opera-
tions of the farmers’ organisation in
the direction of co-operation. That
financial backing would be given by

the Government, The dairying
industry, for example, might re-
quire

the formation of a gigantic
pool, involving the merging into one
co-operative body of all the co-opera-

tive companies in  Queensland
The Wheat Board was a co-
cperative body and had pro-

bably been the salvation of the wheat
farmers in Queensland, What did the
farmers know of the intricacies of
overseas marketing conditions? An
expert board, however, could guard
against such conditions being brought
into existence by speculators and
market manipulations, as were re-
eponsible for many of the evils under
which the industry was suffering,

Dealing with the land tax, the Pre-
mier said the unimproved value of
freehold land in Queensland was

£36,000,000, out of which the farmers
owned two and a half millions.

LAND TAX INCIDENCE.

The farmers paid only 1-24th of the
whole of the land tax paid in Queens-
land, and in the average less than
20s per annum per farmer. There
might be a few cases of hardship,
where farmers were working their
own farms, and he thought the Gov-
ernment would be willing to lift the
fand tax in those instances..

A vote of thanks wag proposed by
Mr. W. Barrett, president of the
Tannymorel A.L.P., and seconded by

Mr. P. M'Mahon, and was carried with
acclamation.

It is interesting to note that the
large audience consisted of numbers
of farmers from distant centres, such
as Tannymorel, Killarney, Maryvale,
ond other places.
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Wheat Board’s Operations.

Reviewed by Chairman Morgan.

The Premier (Hon, E. G. Theodore) gave a fine useful speech at a din-

ner held in Toowoomba on Saturday last.

He said that the Board had

carried out co-operation in the true sense, and it had drawn the farmers

more together.

It was human to err, he said, and he knew that the Board

had made errors; however, he had no objection to offer to the way in

which the Beard had been run.

It was a Herculean task, and those whoe

would indulge in adverse comments were carping critics.

TOOWOOMBA, March 4, 1922,

Mr. F. J. Morgan, who was greeted
with applause, said it gave him great
pleasure as chairman of the State
Wheat Board to welcome the Premier
of Queensgland to Toowoomba. The
Wheat Board had been in existence
for gome time, but up to the present
the Premer had not been able to pay
them an official visit, Of course the
hoard realised the pressure of busi-
ness that prevented him from com-
ing.

CREATION OF WHEAT BOARD.

The ecreation of the Wheat Board
wasg, of course, due to the Premier.
Last year, the 1920-21 harvest saw
the advent of the Wheat Pool, due to
the fact that the Commonwealth Go-
vernment guaranteed bs per bushel
for all f.a.q. wheat which was supple-
mented in certain States by an addi-
tional guarantee, and in Queensland
by the highest additional guarantes
of all. It was necessary in order to
make that guarantee effective to the
growers of Queensland that a board
should be ereated. The 1%20-21 pool.
of course, had not yet been finalised,
but the Wheat Board of Queengland
could say definitely that the 8s per
bushel promized to growers would be
lionored by the Wheat Board. (Hear,
hear,) It was through no fault of the
Wheat Board to-day that fhe final
payment had mnot been made to
ETOWETS. If the Australian Wheat
Board, the authority through which
ihe exportable wheat was =zold, would
give them a settlement of their sales,
the board would be in a position to-
miorrow to finalise the first State
Wheat Pool of Queensland. The
Wheat Board was created at a very

late hour in the day, and there were
several people in the State pessimis-
tic enough to think that the board
would fail in its efforts to make a
swuceess of the undertaking, guided no
doubt by the disorganised state of
affairs into which the Southern Pools
had been thrown, but by the loyal
work performed by its manager and
staff, the first wheat board was made
& success. He gave those gentlemen
the credit of making the. first pool a
sucecess. (Hear, hear.)

FUTURE OF BOARD.

He hoped for the better working of
the Wheat Pool, and so that the staff
might be kept intact and know that
tome future is ahead of them, that
the Government would say that the
Wheat Board would continue for
three years. It would give greater
confidence, and an impetus to the
stail and a great deal of satisfaction
to growers.

QUEENSILAND'S ENVIABLE
POSITION.

After referring to the fact that the
Wheat Board had, in spite of opposi-
tion from the millers, been able to
sell wheat this season at an average
of bs 3.18d per bushel, while overseas
sales averaged 58 4%d per bushel at
vountry stations, Mr, Morgan went on
to say that as far as f.a.q. wheat was
concerned the State Wheat Board of
Queensland will pay the highest price
for wheat in respect of the 192(-21
pool. The board had arranged a con-
giderable gquantity of shipping which
would relieve the matter of delivery
and enable the board to take effec-
tive delivery from growers. He
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ventured to think that through
the operations of the Queens-
land Wheat Board the area likely to
be sown with wheat would be con-
giderably increased. Last year the
area might have been smaller than
the previous year, but that was en-
tirely due to weather conditions
Given favorable weather conditions
this year and reasonable support
from the authorities that be, they
would be in a position to tell the
growers to plant wheat, as they
would be in a better position to store
their grain.

There were certain areas in Queens-
dand admirably adapted for wheat
growing and cheap land in the Mara-
voa, Inglewood, and other districts
that could be placed under cultiva-
{jon for wheat if reasonable oppor-
tunities were offered by the Govern-
ment of the day. The Wheat Board
when it was created was comprised
of representatives of the growers and
a chairman appointed by the Govern-
ment. Growers absolutely controlled
the Wheat Board of Queensland.
They could outvote the representa-
tive of the Government by several to
¢ne, but as long as he had been chair-
man of the board their opinions had
not conflicted to that extent.

ASSISTANCE OF GOVERNMENT.

The Wheat Board was a non-politi-
cal body, and he could say that right
throughout its history from the Pre-
mier and the Minister for Agriculture,
with whom the board has been
closely associated, they had received
nothing but the utmost courtesy,
help, and consideration at all times,
which every member of the board
solidly appreciated. (Hear, hear.) The
Government at no time had brought
any influence to bear on the Wheat
Board to interfere with its operations.
Neither had it made any political ap-
peintments to the board, nor had it
in any respect done anything to
Lamper the operations of the board.
It had been quite prepared to let the
farmers manage their own affairs. It
had certainly appointed a chairman,
and he thought it would be always
wise for the Government to be re-
presented on that board because they
had a great interest in it, and were
cntitled to representation.

He would like to impress upon Mr.
Theodore that the function of the
Wheat Board was to sell wheat, but
it had another function and that was
to endeavor to increase the area
under wheat. By getting a better
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price for wheat they were doing
this, and therefore discharging a na-
tional duty.

Of course the board might have
made some minor mistakes, but the
man who never made mistakes never
did any good. They had made a suec-
cess of the pool.

WHEAT SHEDS REQUIRED.

They were hampered to some ex-
tent by lack of storage to enable them
to take rapid delivery from the
grower. The board wished the Pre-
mier to say that he would assist the
Lboard in that matter, and that Le
would assist them to get the Railway
Uepartment to build sheds at certain
points where they should be. The
Wheat Board as long as it was in
existence was prepared to pay in-
terest on the money expended on
those sheds. It could not take any re-
sponsibility beyond that, but was pre-
pared to take any reasonable re-
spongibility regarding interest. The
building of those sheds would cost -
about £50,000, It was not a large
sum of money, but it would be the
means of increasing the area put
under wheat.

In conclugion, Mr. Morgan ex-
tended to Mr. Theodore a very hearty
welcome to Toowoomba, and the
Wheat Board appreciated to the
fullest possible extent the courtesy
extended to them in paying a visit to
Toowoomba and the Wheat Board in
particular. (Hear, hear,)

The board members supported Mr.
Morgan’s remarks, pointing out the
necessity for sheds in their wvarious
aistricts.

THE PREMIER'S ADDRESS.

The Premier, who was received
with applause, said he appreciated
the honor extended to him that even-
ing. He had listened with great in-
terest to the remarks outlining the
general policy and attitude of the
Wheat Board, and also the remarks
of the other members of the board.
Those speeches were very informa-
tive to him, and he thought the
knowledge propounded by the various
members was likely to be beneficial
to the agricultural industry of
Queensland.

SUCCESS OF WHEAT POOL.

He would like to admit that the
board was a perfeet piece of ma-
chinery, and had accomplished the
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He was not present on any mission
of praise to the bhoard. He cnly
spoke of what he knew, and in any
remarks he had to make he would be
candid. He had no axe to grind, and
had no favor to ask of the board. He
Lug peen approached on several oeca-
sions by people concerned in the agri-
cnltural industry on matters affect-
ing the board, both last year and
this year, and especially during the
present visit. On each one of those
oceasions he had explained to those
concerned that although the Govern-
ment was answerable for the forma-
tion of the pool, he declined to accept
the responsibility for the manage-
ment,

WHEAT BOARD'S
DENCE.

The Wheat Board was independent
ol the Government, but was not in-
dependent of its gconstituents, who
‘were wheatgrowers. It had plenary
powers, undirected, uninfluenced, and
uncontrolled by the Government and
the board must take the responsi-
bility for its management and opera-
tions. The Government could not
wash its hands of the entire responsi-
bility now that the board was estab-
lished, and it did not desire to do
that, but it was necessary that
those concerned in  the praduc-
tion of wheat in  Queensland
should understand that they had
the  greater respongibility now.
They were the ereators of the bhoard
as it now exists. They had control
over the future policy of the board,
as the electors had control over the
State. They could turn out the hoard if
it was unsatisfactory. He had no doubt

+that members of the board, who were

growers and suppliers, were selected
by their fellow-growers because of
their particular knowledge of condi-
tions of their district, and would al-
ways keep an eye on the interests of
the men whoge interests they were
serving on the board.

INDEPEN-

CO-OPERATION THE TEST.

The board, in his opinion, had car-
ried out co-operation in the truest
sense of the term. It was co-oper-
ative so far as it related to the man-
agement and the marketing of wheat.
and its functions were likely to ex-
tend far beyond that, 1t acted for
the people most concerned—the
growers. The growers had complete
control, and there was no Govern-
ment interference, There was a cer-
tain amount of Government represen-
tation, because a certain amount of
Government liability wasg involved.

4
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ORIGIN OF POOL.

The board, at the outset, had cer-
tain difficulties and disabilities to
overcome. They were established too
late to make thorough preparations
for the 1920-21 harvest. No one was
to blame for that. He remembered
quite well the representatives of the
farmers waiting on him. That swas
when the scheme was being pro-
pounded in October or November,
1920. The scheme had to be
finalised, and a measure drafted and
put through Parliament.

The board had to be created and
had to devise its machinery. It was
a Herculean task, and those who
would indulge in adverse criticism
then were carping critics. The
hoard was the same as all other
such authorities composed of men—
only human. It was human to err, and
the board was bound to err. The
board would be failing in its duty fo
get itgelf up as the acme of perfec-
tion. He had no complaints to make
l.owever. He thought the board had
¢one its work efficiently. He had de-
fended eriticism of the hoard in the
House, always holding that the board
had done yeoman serviee. It had
adopted a wise policy of appointing
an efficient staff, and allowing them.
to go ahead.

FUTURE OF WHEAT POOL.

He was s=satigfied that the board
should have continuity of office. As
far as the board members were con-
cerned, thal was a matter subject al-
ways to the wishes of the individual
electors. But the pool should be con-
tinued, and the Wheat Board should
e continued and should find a per-
manent place in our industry of
wheat-growing in Queensland, (Hear,
hear.) He had mentioned that the
Wheat Board was more than a mar-
ieting board. At least it should de-
velop into more than that.

ADVISORY BOARD ADVO-
CATED.

There had been quite a lot of ad-
vocacy for an Advisory Board. He
avas very much impressed with the
necesgity for a system of that kind.
Some of the troubles that the farm-
ing industry had encountered were
brought about through red tapism
and through circumlocution of Go-
vernment departments. That was in-
escapable, but one of the things that
had made it so had in certain re-
spects had been the lack of co-ordina-
tiom.
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There was no
proper . system of
opinion, no proper echannel through
which the department eould be ad-
vized as to the wishes of the industry.
An Advisory Board had been sug-
gested in the dairying industry to
overcome these defects. He thought
it was an excellent suggestion, and
should he acted upon. Pew wheat
farmers recognised the wvalue of the
machinery they had on hand in the
‘Wheat Board, and the hoard could do
more than the mere selling of wheat
Ags a matter of fact, the things that
had been mentioned to-day proved to
him that the board had a wider con-
ception ot its duty than the selling
of wheat. The board had at heart
the interest of the wheatgrower and
the wheatgrowing industry, and it
had pointed out to him how the in-
dustry could be extended. Some
might say that this was no business
of the board; that the board was
cereated for the purpose of marketing
the wheat. As a matter of fact, thae
board’'s position was unique, as it
gave them an opportunity of seeing
what was lacking in the industry
and it was only right that the Go-
vernment should have the advantage
of their advice and experience, and
he would be one to avail himself of
that advice and extend and develop
this particular form of co-operative
enterprise.

relationship, no
interchange of

WIDER ACTIVITIES OF WHEAT
BOARD.

It was quite within the boundg o
possibilities, in further pursuing that
subject, for the board to act for the
farmers in a wider .capacity. He did
not see any reason why the growers
should not take advantage of
such an  establizshed organisation
to do their collective buying. Sup-
tosing the farmerz had to buy large
lots of machinery, and they had to
huy individually, they were bound to
be exploited, deceived, and migled,
and even worse than that, they would
. be imposed upon; whereas, if they
thought it wise the board could act
for them, by purchasing on a wider
scale, thereby eliminating half a
dozen agents in the process of giving
the farmer his machinery at lower
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prices. Perhaps, later on, the hoard
could not only buy at lower prices,
but extend to the farmers terms
of credit. He did not s=see any
reasen why the hoard should not do
that, and the board might find it pos-
sible to do what he had suggested.
It might even go to the extent of
finaneing operations of wheatgrowers.
fn any case, it was worth thinking
about, and he would be very gzlad in-
deed to get their advice on this.

WHEATGROWERS REBUFFED AT
PREMIERS" CONFERENCE.

It was mentioned by one of the
speakers that it was a pity he dig not
gel more support at the Premiers’
Conference in the matter ol fixing a
liome consumption price for wheat.
Tn all fairness to the board, he would
like to mention that the suggestion
that it should be brought up at the
Premiers’ Conference emanated from
the board itself. The chairman of
the board peinted out the wisdom of
having some stabilised price for home
consumption, and suggested that the
Premiers might see the wisdom of
adopting it throunghout Australia. The
history of that was now well-known.
Some of the States that should have
been the first to take up the sugges-
tior. were those that turned it down
with the greatest thump. They abso-
lutely rvidiculed the suggestion, anl
treated the proposal with scorn.
Queensland, at that juncture, had
smaller interests in wheat and the
price of wheat than New South Wales,
Victoria, South Australia, or Western
Australia. West Australia was rather
favorable to the idea, although they
¢id not urge it. South Australia and
Vietoria would not consider it under
any circumstances.

LIFE OF BOARD EXTENDED.

The chairman of the board had
stated that it was necessary, in order
that the board could arrive at a de-
linite pelicy with due regard tc the
future, that the board should know
how it stood for the future. He could
see the necessity for that also. The
board should not be working from
hand to mouth, and should not be
working on any limited policy. He
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knew from experience how necessary
it was fo look as far ahead as pos-
sible and formulate a policy. The
farmers had expressed a desire to
give the board a life of three years.
The board would be given that life,
and if there had heen any delay in
this connection it was only because
the Minizter for Agrieulture had been
sick and absent from office. He took
this opportunity of telling them de-
finitely that action would be taken to
give the Doard three vears' tenure.
As to what would happen after that
would depend on wheatgrowers, He
waa certain the board would justify
its existence, and it would be folly it
the growers did not avail themselves
of it to the utmost. He would law
down a policy of continuity for all
fime for this system of handling the
farmers’ wheat. No mailter whether
it was called a Wheat Pool or a
Wheat Board, it was a practical co-
operative gystem of handling the far-
mers’ wheat, and whatever it was
«called it should\ g0 on.

EXTENDING WHEAT AREAS.

He was very pleased to notice,
while the various members of the
toard were discussing thig extension,
the healthy rivalry that existed be-
‘tween the members of various dis-
tricts. There could be no harm come
from that rivalry. BEvery man should
‘have faith in hisg district, He did not
know whether Mr. Swan's distriet
was infinitely better ihan the other
districts, but if they all believed in
their own distriets, they were bound
to get on.

He had been greatly impressed
with what he had heard that day
about the  possibilities of the
extension of the wheat-growing
industry in the Maranoa. He had
had no Fetter news recently than
that. If they could get men on the
land growing wheat with a certain
market overseas for that produet—
and Queenslang wheat was good—
they would furnish 'one of the Ftest
opportunities of gelting land settled in
Queensland that he knew of. Of
course there were other schemes
in view, The Burnett scheme
was a wonderful scheme, the
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Dawson River Valley and the North
Coast areas were all gzood
schemes, but here in the Maranoa
Queensland had land already served
with railways, and still in the hands
of the Crown. It was only a question
of resuming and paying compensation
for the Dbalance of the leases, and
veing able to offer men land at a
sheap rate, something like 30s or £2
an acre. A few years ago West Aus-
tralia was producing only aboult a
million bushels a year, and now thay
were produeing something like
12,000,000 bushels. There was 1o
reason why Queenglandg should not
be produeing, in this southern portion
of the State, equally as much ag West
Australia, and West Australia occu-
pied an  important place amongst
the Australian States as a wheat pro-
ducer.

GRAIN SHEDS TO BE BUILT.

It had been suggested by the chair-
man of the board that the industry
might be extended by providing stor-
age accommodation, which experience
had taught them wasg necessary. FHe
would be only too pleased to act on
the advice of the board in that mat-
ter. He did not say that he could do
all that the board asked, but the
sheds that were necessary should be
huilt, He agreed with that entirely.
He noted that the board was willing
io pay interest on the cost of con-
struction, but he would also like to
know if the board was prepared to
stand a little charge for deprecia-
tion.

Mr. Morgan: I don't think there
will be any trouble over that. i

Continuing, the Premier said that
they would have to discuss the terms
as business men. If they were rea-
sonable on both sides they could set-
tle the terms. If the board con-
sidered that extra accommodation was
necessary it must be provided, and
would be provided. (Hear, hear.)

WHEAT BOARD'S VAST OPERA-
TIONS.

He would also like to say a little in
rezard to the general aspect of agri-
culture. He regarded the State
Wheat Board as a success, notwith-
sianding a little fault-finding here
and there, and this was bound to he
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more generally recognised every year
as the board went on. Very often
these boards were criticised during
their first year or so, but at a later
date, when difficulties were overcome,
people wondered why they had ever
blamed the system that was estab-
lished. However, the board was in
the nature of an experiment as far
as Queensland was concerned. It
wag the wideast co-operative scheme
carried on in Queensland to-day, and
the public ought to know the magni-
tude of the board's transactions,
which had run inte millions sterling.
This required a very considerable
credit, considerable Dbusiness  or-
eanisation, and good business direc-
rion. This was done by the farmers’
1epresentatives on  the board and
officials whom the board had ap-
pointed. If it could be done there.
and it was done with a couple of
months' preparation, it could be done
in other branches of agriculture.

FUTURE POSSIBILITIES OF CO-
OPERATION.

1t was one of the most encouraging
signs, in his opinion, that this experi-
ment in regard to the co-operative
marketing of wheat had proved so
successful, He really felt that the
Loard members and management were
cublic benefactors, because they were
forerunners of what was likely to be
a1l extensive system of co-operation in
Queensland. By having faith in their
own courage and policy they had
shown what they could do. Mr. Swan
had been good enough to invite him
to the Maranoa district, and he had
ithe greatest pleasure in accepting
that invitation. He found great plea-
sure in meeting larmers and exchang-
ing views with them. He found far-
merg in many cases were more in-
telligent people than some who pre-
fended to speak for the farmer would
give them credit for. He was sure
that farmerg had found him, after
they met him, a muech different per-
zon than they had imagined. Dur-
ing his travels through the Downs
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during the past couple of days, he
had met with the greatest courtesy at
the hands of the farmer, and had
gained valuable information, and he
thought there had been mufual ad-
vantage, both to the farmers and
himself, through that personal con-
tact.

A POLICY OF PROGRESS.

When he spoke of agriculture he
spoke of it in its broader sense, and
included the great industry of stock:
breeding as well, and those other ac-
tivities which applied to the man on
the land. Virtually all their wealth
came from the soil and the man who
tilled the soil. Of course, added
value was given to that wealth by
other operations which were just as
valuable. He thought they should
bave ten times the number of men
on the langd as at present, and when
that was so, they would have ten
{imes the population. They had suit-
uble land, climate, and conditions to
secommodate that population. His
hope was that agriculture would ex-
pand and grow prosperous, and that
population would come here in large
numbers, and many problems that
{aced Queensland to-day and the man
on the land would be solved. Market-
ing problems would be less serious
and with greater co-operation manyw
cconomic problems would be solved.
He was not using the oceasion which
bad been so courteously given him te
do any propaganda., but merely wan-
{ed to speak on thoge subjects, and as
representatives of the press wers
present he was sure they would have,
in the speeches and comments made
by members of the board, and in the
matters he had touched on, very good
copy, and he hoped they made good
use of it., (Applause.)

My, Morgan thanked the Premier
1or hig kind remarks, and stated that
his work had been a pleasure, and in
the future would always look back
with the greatest pleasure on his as-
gociation with the Wheat Board.



