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A RANGE EXTENSION FOR LITORIA BREVI-
PALMATA (ANURA: HYLIDAE), Meniairs of the Queens-
land Museum 42(1): 310. 1997:- Until 1995 the distribution
of Literia brevipalmara was believed 1o have exiended from
the SEQ Border Ranges and Darling Downs (McDonald, 1974
collected specimens from Crows Nest and Ravensboume
Nanonal Parks) to Bnsbane's mctr‘c'l&)olila.n arey (Nattrass and
Ingram, 1993, recorded species at Woogaroo Ck near Wacol,
Brisbane), through the extreme coastal lowlands, Glass House
Moumntains (Hannah & Smith, 1995; Gynther pers. comm, )
and Conondale Ranges/Jimna area, Kileoy Shire (McEvoy et
al 1979 and Cezechura 1978). In 1996 a new locality for L.
brevipalmata was recorded in the Brooweena area (near
Maryborough, SEQ) constituting a northerly range exiension
(Nuttrass pers. comm. ). This paper documents a new locality
at Yarraman State Forest for L. brevipalntata, the most west-
ern known locality for this species (approximately 40 km west
of Brooweena). Two adults and one juvenile were recorded al
Yarraman State Forest 289 (QId Forestry Map number 9244-
2), southeast Queensland. The juvenile was positively identi-
fied by G. Ingram (Qld Museum, pers.comm. ).

Two adults were observed during a survey conducted on
I8 November, 1995, along Rocky Creek (SF 289), after
51.8mm of rain had fallen two days previously, Rocky creek
is buffered from sumrounding Arawcaria cunnmghamii plan-
tations by dry sclerophy(l forest dominated by Eucalyprus and
Angophora spp. with a ground cover predominantly of exoic
herbs, grasses and Lantana camara. The [irst adult wus
observed at a dam (grid reference Forestry 9244-2, 936 314),
approximately 200m from Rocky Creek, located about 2 m
from the water's edge. The second was observed on an ex-
posed branch of a fallen Casuarina overhanging the water
upstream of Rock Creek, beside another dam (grid reference
Forestry 9244-2, 941 317). Numerous (rees, mainly
Casuaring and Eucalvprus spp., were found on the dam wall
with a ground cover similar 1o that at the first dam.

Other species ol frogs sighted or heard vocalising here
included: Crinia signifera, Limnodvnasies terraereginge,
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Litoria caerulea, L. chloris, L, dentata, L fallax, L nasuta, L.
latopalmara, L, lesweuri, Mixophyes fasciolaius and Bufo
marinus. At no time was L. brevipalmara heard.

A subsequent survey was conducted on 28 November,
1995, after 59.8min of rain had fallen between 20 and 23
November. A juvenile was collected 30 cm from the water’s
edge at the first dam (grid reference Forestry 9244-2; 936
314). It is interesting that no frogs were observed during
surveys on | October, 1995, or 9 November, 1995, atthe dams
along Rocky Creek when no rain had fallen previously. It
appears that L. brevipalmata only becomes active after sulTi-
cient rainfall, concurring with observations made K. Natrrass
(pers. comm). A final survey conducted on the night of 29
Novemnber failed 1o locate L. brevipaimata, although all other
frog species present during the previous fortnight's surveys
were still found. in low abundance.

Literature cited

CZECHURA. G.C. 1978. A new locality for Litaria
brevipalmata (Anura: Pelodryadidae) from South-
Eastern Queensland. Victonan Naturalist Y5: 150-151.

HANNAH D.S. & SMITH, G.C. 1995. The effects of pre-
scribed burning on herptiles in southeastern Queens-
land. Memoirs of the Queensland Muscum 38(2):
529-531.

McDONALD, K.R. 1974, Litoria brevipalmata. An addition
to the Queensland amphibian list. Herpetofauna 7(1):
2-4.

MCEVOY, LS., McDONALD, K.R. & SEARLE, A K. 1974,
Mammals, birds, reptiles and amphibians of the Kileoy
Shire, Queensland Journal of Agriculiure and Animal
Sciences 36; 167-180.

NATTRASS, AEO. & INGRAM, G.I. 1993, New records
of the rare Green-thighed frog. Memoirs of the Queens-
land Museum 33: 348,

Jason J. Aridis, Queensland Forest Research Instute, DPI

Foresi Service, 80 Meiers Rd, Indeoroopilly, Queensland

4068, Ausirahia; 17 June 1996,



