Report of the Director of Forests for the Year ended 30th June, 1942.

TO THE HONOURABLE THE SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS.

8ir,—I have to present my report for the year ended
30th June, 1942,

The year under review saw a continuation of the previous
year’s heavy demand for timber for defence and essential uses,
and increasing difficulty of supply, whith wore aceentuated
with Japan’s entry into the war,

An unususlly prolenged drought in Bouth Queensland,
ending in flcoda in February, added to the supply problema.

In view of the serions man-power position and restricted
timber imports, the Federal Government found it necessary to
declare the timber industry to be a protected industry-—the
first industry so declared—and then, in order to assist. in
making available the mazimum amount of timber for defence
and essential uses, the Federal Government restricted private

" building to a very considerable extent.

In order that the best use should be made of sawmill
capacity and that available timber should be diverted to- the
most urgent needs, the Commonwealth Timber Controller
delegated meers to this Department to act on his behalf in
Queensland. The work involved rapidly increased, and the
services of the Senior Forester, Mr. A, H. Crane, were then made
available to the Federal Government to act as Deputy Timber
Controller for Queensland,

A considerable quantity of logging plant of Depart-
mental contractors in North Queensland was impressed for
defence works, and much time has been lost because of
difficulty in securing spare parts and tyres to maintain old
Plant, as little or no new logging plant could be cbtained.

It is pleasing, therefore, to record that, despite all these
tribulations, the cut of mill log timber from' Crown lands
amounted to 232,300,000 super, ft., which exceeds the previocus
figure by 4,500,000 super, ft. The total eat of milling timber
from Crown and private lands was 331,900,000 super, ft., being
8,600,000 super. ft. greater than any previous total. Much credit
iy due to the whole industry, including Departmental staff,
for a mest meritorious performance, -

The strength of the permanent staff of the Department
was 140 at the end of the year, compared with 183 at the
onbreak of war, but only 95 of the original staff remained on
duty, During the year the wages staff has fallen from 1,210
to 579, making it very difficult adequately to supervise logging,
to proteet the forests, and to give access roads necessary
attention. The man-power position has forced the suspension
of further tree-planting.

At the outbreak of war, the policy was adopted of main-
taining stumpage prices to prevent loss of revenue or
unwarranted increases in the prices of sawn timber. Logging
tosts have inereased, and in Beptemher, 1941, the first increass
in key market log prices was made in order tc cover the
added logging costa. !

Finally, it is interesting to record the fact that young
pine plantations are now furnishing material for the war
effort, 1,800,000 super, ft. of thinnings having been sold durin,
the year, removals being well in hand at the end of the period,

REFORESTATION.

‘‘The most protracted, widespread, . and eeriouns fire
seagon in the history of the Department’’ were the opening
words of this report for 1940-41. As regards its length and
scope, this reference now applies better to the 1941-42 season,

8even suceessive months of the late winter, spring, and

surmner were attended by almost record low rainfall. For-
tunately, other extremes of temperature and high winds were
absent. Losses from fire of treated natural forests did not
amount to much more than 3 per cent. of the total treated
areas, while plantation loss was confined to 42 acres.

In spite of paucity of rain until the emd of January,
the tubed plantings were eompleted only little bebind schedule.
Losses, though greater than normal, did not generally reduce
establishment below s satisfactory figure, and refillings were
necessary in few cases.

The reforestation programme was initiate@ for the
year on a basis similar to that of last year. In January,
however, in order to divert funds and man-power to war
needs, it was nccessary to effect considerable modification and
reduction. '

In brief, this amounts to the abandonment of further
improvement work and concentration on a minimum pro-
gramme dictated by the necessity of maintaining ecxisting
assets. Planting will be suspended for the duration of the
war, tendings, apart from areas subject to lantana and bad

vines, will be confined to areas planted in the past three
years, and pruning limited to stands on which the operation
had been initiated.

Treatment and fircbreak construction on natura] forests
wil] be kept down to a minimum. No new construetion items
will be attepted, surveys have been abandoned, and rescarch
limited to long-term edtablished experiments.

operations in softwood plantations were
suspended early following the outbresk of war, in view of
the possibility of demand for these small sizes, Last year
a small sale of Pinus ieda and Pinws caribeea thinnings was
inade, but the sale was not proeeceded with, During 1941-42,
however, three further sales were made, as follows:—

Thinning

Ex Beerwah and Glasshouse Mountains—600,000 s. ft. (1. teda and
P. caribea).

Tx Benarkin and Blackbutt—g00,000 8. ft, (P, radiata).
Ex Pechey-—500.000 s. ft. (P. radiata).

At the close of the year a sale of hoop pine thinnings
ex Nanango was pending. .

In the last few months of the year a number of non-
refugee enemy aliems, incorporated as an auxiliary labour
corps, were sct to work on various works on tho western
forests.

The major operations of the year’s progrumme werc i#s
follows:—

1. Plantetions—

(a) Planting.—The tolal of new plantations estab-
lished for the year was 2,992 acres, made up of:—

- Acres,

Hoop Ploe . . 2,162-3
Kourl .- e .. . .. 264-4
Pinus app. .. .. .. .. 3485
Eucalypt spp. .. .. e ‘. 2189
Other .. o . .. .. 91
Total .. e o . 2,002:2
T

Thess plantings bring the total areag ‘planted as at
© 30th June, 1942, to;—

Acres.
Hoftwoods 28,404-3
Eucalypts .. i 2,270-0
Other .. .. e s 443-2
Total .. ' .. .. 82,2075
- prs————

{b) Pruning.—The total arca covered in all operations
amounted to 4,550 acres.

2, Nurserics and Seed.—Twenty-three nurserics were in
plant production at the close of the year. Qutput to planta-
tions for the twelve mionths totalled 1,795,000, Total stocks
at the close of the year amounted to 5,622,000. It is pro-
posed that plants ordinarily to be planted in 1942-43 will be
composted and used for nursery bed improvement.

The first large collection of noop pine seed since Decem-
ber, 1038, was possible thiz year. Collection amounted to 18
tons, all of whicii, with the exception of requirements for 1942
sowings, has been cold-stored.

3. Natural Forests—The area of natural forests treatea
during the year was:—

Subjected
Subigcted to Other Total.
Type of Forest. to First than First Treated.
s Treatment. | Treatment.
Acres. Acres. Acres,
Cypress Pine .. .. .. 8,306 1,938 8,334
Hardwood .. .. .. . 13,205 26,125 39,330
Hoop Ploe .. .. 652
Totals 20,253 28,083 48,318

This work raised the totals of arcas-treated at least once
at 30tk June, 1942, to:—

Acres.
Soltwoods (Cypress Plne—HYoop Pine) . 187,044
Hardwoods . e Ve .- .. 259,308
Other ., .. .. ' .. . 405
Totals .. .. .. s . 428,766
L}
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4. Protection.—

(a) Firebreal opert .ons—
/(1) Cleared Breaks—Western Foresta—

Firebreak construction— Miles.
Cutting and grubbing e .. .. 540
Stacking and burning .. . o 567
Grading . .- . B0
Cutting auxitiary roads .. . . 330

Firebreak improvement— -
Grubbing .. .. .. o . 80-7
Grading . et . 2887
2-chnin green 'strip” . .. .. 8627

Firebreak mainfenance— .
Sacker and burn. .. . .- .. 11435
FPiough .- .- . .. 84-3
QGrade’ . .. 4289

(ii) Green Breaks——Coasf.al Ha.rdwnod Foreats—-—
'irebreak constriuction—
Falling dangerous trees .. o . 787

St.ackin .- . .. .- . 337
S 7 hing . .. S
Chipp and/or p[oug ng o i 3
Fi.reroa.%s .. . .. .- . 453
Grading .. .. .- .. N 23-0
Firebreak maintenance—
o nd ) 1 hi SRR 1
w Chipping and/or oughin e P .
Bur‘i.'ing“ i/orplonghing .- LK
Grading - .. .. .- e e 56-5
Roads . e s 217-0
(1. ) Clerred Breaks—Plantationq——
Firebreak vonstriction—
Temporary breaks fnr scrub bummg .. 40-6
Clearing .- . AN 25°1
Ploughing .. .. . e e 870
Firebreak maintenance—
Chipping .. .. .. .- .. 108-4
Plonghing and/or grading .. . 1370

(b) Fencing— '
A total of 17.6 miles of fencing was erected for plantation
protection.
5. Capital Improvemenis.—Apart. from the expenditure
of £2914 on the whaintenance of cottages, paddocks, phone
lines, &c., the following new improvements were added:—

Two garages, 76 miles of phone line, & fire towers com-
pleted, 2 bunk huts,-1" seed drying shed.

6, Expenditure and Labour—Total expenditure for
1941-42 on “reforestation works was £227,080, made up ag fol-
lows:—

£
Plantations .. .. .. .. 54,874
Natural regeneration .. .. . oo 14,974
Nurserles 8,357
Pmt.ectign (mcludmg fire ﬂght.ing nnd patrol) sg,gig
Capital hnpro‘ements ‘e .. .9:661
Surv tﬁ.\ .. .. o 1,875
Wet time hol[days and feave .. . .. 19,519
, tents, supervision, fodder, &c .. 34310
Workers' compensatlon . .. 4,826
Pay roll tax . . .. .- .. 4,878
Miscellaneous .. .. . s . 4,035
Total e e . .. f227,080
S

This total excludes asalaries. - It includes overhead
expenses in connection with the works being carried out by
non-refugee enemy aliens, but excludes any payment to them
of wages and allowances,

The number of men employed on reforestation works
was, at lst July, 1941, 1,020; at 30th June, 1942, 377 (excludes
" non-refugee enemy ahens)
Equivalent full-time employment for twelve months was
provided for 708 men {excluding the equivalent of 15 men
full time on contract work).

REREARCH WORK,

Becanse of the war-fime necessity for restriction of
operations, no new experimental work is mow being ecarried

out. The more important established experiments are being
carried through, and other work has been modified in accord.
ance with cirecymstances.

On the basis of the experimental work carried out over
the last ten years, a modified set of silvicultural instructions
for hoop pime were drawn up, but becanse of the suspension
of normal plantation operations issuance is being delayed.

There are also indications that the procedure adopted in
the treatment of hardwood areas.will require some modification.

NATIONAL PARKS.

£4,871 were expended on work om National Parks, Four
hundred and eighty-seven chains of graded track were com-
atructed, but the principal work was maintenance of existing
tracks; £334 were spent in patrols and general supervision.

FOREST SURVEYS.

Survey work was greatly reduced at the beginning of
1942, when seven camps were disbanded, only one camp being
maintained for location of timber stands for early logging
for defence or essential purposes.

The total expenditure on surveys was £5,436, of which
£4,832 was chargeable afrainst the harvesting and marketing
vote..

119,247 aeres were closely inspected, 196,064 seres were
assessed, and 150,675 aeres were subjected to either soil or
type survey.

Of the close inspections and assessments, the larger part

was made in Centrai. Queensland, where extensive areas were
examined for location of commereial hardwood stands.

FOREST RESERVATIONS.

At 30th June, 1942, there were 6,373,361 acres of forest
reservation, as compaled with 6,419, 498 acres at the beginning
of the year, the reduction bemg due to the recomputation
of area of a timber reserve in the Molloy-Port Douglas
distriet, parts of which have been released for selection from
time to time,

Over the fwelve months, the area of National Parka was
increased by 5,227 acres.

Comparative figures are:—

30th June, |-30th June,

— 1941, 1942,
State Forests . s .. .. .. | 8265370 3,277,232
National Parks .. .- .. . .. 471,678 676, 805
Timber Reserves o o .. | 3,154,044 3, 096 129
7,091,001 7,050,166

HARVESTING AND MARKETING.
GENERAL.

The total Crown mill log cat and gross receipts were the
highest yet recorded. Figureg for the year and the previous
two years are:—

— 1941-42, 1940-41. 1989-40.
Crown Mill Log Cut (sup.t6.)| 292 302,507 | 27,803785 | 212,449,000
Net Revenue £430,678 f465,871 £307.652
Gross Receipts . 5959 220 £055,015 £888.360

The following table gives s comparison -of milling logs
cut on Crown and private lands for the last two yearsi—

1840-41. 194142,
- Per Cent. Per Cent
Crown, Private. Total. of Crown Crown., Private. Total. of Crown
to Total. to Tatal.
Hoop and Bunya Pine 146,060,000 6,780,000 152,840,000 | 956 127,390,000 3,510,000 130,900,000
Kaur Plne .. .. :580,000 760,000 10, 0 | p2e 12,010,000 610,000 12,620,000 | 052
Cypress Pine .. .. 5,680,000 10,140,000 15,770,000 { 357 6,510,000 14,330,000
Hardwoods 0 . 83,850,000 B2,500,000 06,360,000 | 351 48]530.000 71,820,000 120,350,000
Eabinobwoo - 0o 16,100,000 aose000 | ess {2000V 47160000 s3,620000 | @8
Totals ~ ..| 227,810,000 3 i
Plantation Timbers .. ¢ 0570000 | 823,180,000 ;704 B o000 | Som0000 | asLaOoe0 | .
Imported Timbers .. 2,090,000 o " ,
Hardwood Sawn into e ! '
Slespers .. .. " o 7,670,000 i - 10,610,000 .
Grand Totals 227,810,000 05,870,000 332,840,000 .. F 282,300,000 9,810,000 348,860,000 .
*—_‘ ‘\' )
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‘The hardwoed log output from Crown lands was nearly
15,000,000 super. feet higher than any previous figure, and,
for both Crown and private lands, was by some 19,000,000
super. feet the greatest on record.

The table illustrates the State’s almost complete depend-
ence on Crown forests for pine suppliew, and alse indicates
that Crown forests are expected to produce a greater propor-
tion of a much increased demand for hardwood,

The cut of hoop and bunya pine shows a decrense, which,
in view of the difficulties encountered, ean be underatood—
of the 127390,000 super. feet cut, 9,860,000 were ply logs,
63,010,000 mill logs, and 54,520,000 super. fect tops.

VENEERS AND PLYWOOD.

Sales throngh the Plywood and Veneer Board were:—

South Queensiand. North Queensland.
Market. -1 Square feet, Square feet
' 3/16 inch Yalue. 3/16 inch Yalue.
basis. hasia,
£ £
Queensiand . . .e 8,080,825 73,673 © 889,380 7,263
Interstate .. .. 43,857,225 359,779 | 13,498,170 110,227
Qverseas . 1,608,030 13,180 2,774,760 22,688

This represents mainly pine plywood.

Returns available from veneer and plywood mills show
the following approximate total quantities treated and
produced:—

Logs treated-—-33,400,000 super. ft.

Plywood produced 3/16 inch basis—61,200,000 aq. it.

Veeners produced 1/16 inch basis—88,400,000 sq. ft.

NORTH QUEENSLAND TIMBERS.

The district forester for North Queensland reports that,
despite the faet that much of the North Queensland logging
contractors’ plant has been impressed for defence purposes,
a record quantity of Crown logs was marketed, The total
quantity marketed was 47,803,328 super. feet, compared

" with the previous highest sales -of 39,793,664 super. feet.
Tnereased orders for specially selected maple logs for air-
screws, rifle furniture, and pontoon manufacture were met;
the sales of this species being 7,616,248 super. feet—an
inerease of 2,295,672 super. feet over the previous year.
To meet all orders for spacially sclected maple, it was neces-
sary to secure some supplies from private lands. Towards the
end of the year, the Department discontinued the logging of
walnut which is used for crnamental furniture.

The following table shows the quantities of various
species eunt for the past two years:—

Species. 194041, 194142,
KauriPine .. 9,683,865 11,958,825
Ma[llle 5,320,576 7,616,248
Walnut 1,804,078 1,632,513
Silky Oak 11,088,058 | 12,630,807
Hickory N .. N .. .. .. 1,018,471 1,340,288
Other Cabinetwoods . .. .- o 2,202 730 3,083,981
Scrubwoods .. . .. .. o . 7,015,876 7,826,914

ConsTRUCTIONAL TIMBERS (Round and Squared).

Operations on constructional timbers under Departmental
contractors were well maintained and cutters were provided
with constant employment throughout the year. There was
a heavy demand from the Railway Department for sleepers
and other permanent-way timbers. In addition, a speeial
army order of 70,000 6-feet sleepers for overseas was supplied.

A comparison of major supplies cut under Departmental
contraets with the two previous yvears is as follows:—

Specification. 1939-40, 184041, 104142,
Sleepers e (pieces) 224,048 298,251 306,209
Crossings . {super. feet) 77,070 275,855 246,425
Transoms .. .. (super. feet) 170,191 283,122 349,451
Bridge Timbers .. (lineal feet) 113,647 38,959 93,850

In this table sleepers include sleeper blocks converted to
sleepers according to number yielded.

The following table shows the total quantity of eon-
structional timbers and miscellaneous items nol! by this

3

" requirements for defence,

Department both at stump and from operations of Depart-
mental contrazetors for the year:—

8leepera

Sleeper Blocks . N

Headitocks, Crossings, and Transoms
- QGirdera, Corbels, Plles, SHls

289,081 pieces
174,617 pieces
731,183 superficinl feet
244,685 lineal feet

Poles. . 200,617 ltnenl feet

House-blocks 113,717 lineal feet

Fencing Material 106,054 lineal feet
97,337 pleces

Hewn and Bridge Timbers .. .. { 75,530 superflcinl feet
24,991 lineal feet

Mining Timbers 889,805 lineal feet

59,439 pieces

Fuel .. 75,609 tons
Rosewood .. .. .. .. o 97 tons

Mulga Bark . .. .. . 15 tons

Sand 13,416 cubic yards
Gravel . .. . 2,088 cubic yards
Soll .. o oy . .- .. 2,389 cubic yards
Stone .. . .- .. .- B15 cnbic yards
Charcoal 89,023 bags
Plants 1,830

LogaiNa.

As mentioned esrlier, shortage of man-power, due to
made logging operations more
difiteult than previously.

The Department jis pleased to note the continmation of
the co-operation of the Liguid Fuel Board, ensuring sufficient
supplies of petrol to allow of our remaining logging plants
working full time.

During the ycar timber-petters were given a mew awnard
by the Arbitration Court, which, while improving pay and
conditions of the men, will also tend to mnke the industry
more attractive to those engaged in if.

The quantities hacled and payments to logging
contractors are as follows:—
—— Super. Feet. | Amount Faid,
£ u d
Houthern Queensland 53,018,785 223,781 1 &
Northern Queensland 29,971,577 | 118,600 17 2
£352,340 18 8§

N

Loecixc Roaps,
Expenditure on logging voads, .both in new construetion

" to make accessible further areas, and in the maintenance

of existing roads, amounted to £39,381, made up as follows:—

£
H. and M. Fund .. ‘s 38,803
Special Employment Works Fund .. . 578
£39,381

The above figures exclude expenditure by P.E.L, on Forestry
roads not charged to Forestry funds, and amounting to approxi-
mately £52,000.

SAWMILL LICEXSES.

At 30th Jume, 1942, thera were 515 sawmill licenses in
force, of whiclj 425 were for general milling, and 90 restrieted
licenses. Of the latter, 47 were for resawing, 10 for casges
only, 11 for sleepers only, and 22 otherwise restricted. Nine
cages were under review,

OFFENCES.
One hundred and thirty-six offences were reported. Pro-
ceedings were inptituted in 39 cases, and fines totalling

£157 63, imposed. In 62 cases royalty was collected or the
timber seized and sold, and warnings issued,

In 21 cases of minor cffences warhings only were issued,
whilst in 14 cases there was not sufficient evidence for action
to be taken. In all cases revenue to the extent of £333 was
recovered,

FOREST PRODUCTS INVESTIGATIONS.

This work has been drastically curtailed during the year.
Out of six officers engaged in technical work at the outbreak
of war, five are now occupied in important other activities,
Buch as producer gas research and timber control duties for
the Commonwealth Goveroment.

e
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Charcoal research and production have formed the major
part of the work of the Investigations Section. Research

was concentrated on improving charceal quality and burning -

methods, ~ A vented pit was designed and developed for com-
mercial use, private burners were assisted by advice, and
developments in production method were summarised with a
viewto publication of up-to-date data.

At the request of the Co-ordinator-General of Publie
Works, the Department undertook the bnilding-up of reserve
stocks of"chareoal for producer gas purposes. By 30th June,
1042, some 89 pits had been established and 27,560 bags of
¢harcoal preduced, a further 17,200 bags being purchased
from private pit owners. :

The Department has continued as far as possible advisory
activities on gemsoning, timber utilisation, and preservation,
and in this direction has given preference to matters having
a bearing on the war effort. The Department’s seasoning
kilng are being used for drying timbers required for defénce
and sllied purposges,

Work onm borer control was eontinued, with useful
results. : ;

i

EXPENDITURE.

Total expenditure for the year was £814,724, subdivided
as follows:—

—_ Revenue. Loan, Trust.
£ £ £
Salaries .. .. o . 37,637 10,172 -
Extra, Living Allowance .. .. 813 .- .
Travelling and Incidentals o 5,792 it
Reforestation . . | 193,080 34,000
National Porka. .. .. .. 5,205 .. va
Harvesting and Marketing--—-
Log Timber .. Y. . .. . 406,028
Hewn, 8plit, and Pole Timber o V- 81,716
Roads .. e Ve Ve 577 .. 38,804
£248,104 £44,172 £627, 445
CONCLUSION,

I have to acknowledge a loval and sustained effort on the
part of officers during the year
I have the honour to be, Sir,
Yours faithfully, )
V. GRENNING,
Director of Porests.

Reprinted by A. H. TUCKER Government Printer, Brisbane.



