
RePort of the Director of Forests for the Year ended 30th June, 1942. 

T O  T H E  H O N O U R A B I ~ E  T ~ I ~  S E C R E T A I t Y  F O R  P U B L I C  I * A ~ I D S .  

Sir,--I have to present my report for the year ended 
30th June, 1942. 

�9 �9 . , . U The year under rewew saw a eontmuatmn of the ~revio s 
year's heavy demand fer timber for defencc and essentxal uses, 
and increasing difficulty of supply, which were accentuated 
with Japan's  entry into the war. 

An unusually prolonged drought in South Queensland, 
ending in floods in February, added te the supply problems. 

In view of the serious man-power position and restricted 
timber bnports, the Federal Government found ir necessary to 
declare the timber industry to be a protected industry--the 
first industry so declared--and thenj in order to assist  in 
m'aking available the maximmn amount o f  timber for defenee 
and essential uses, tile Federal Government restricted private 
building to a very considerable extent. 

In order that the best use shouid be made of sawmill 
capacity and that available timber should be diverted t o  the 
most urgent needs, the Commonwealth Timller Controller 
delegated powers to this Department to act on his behalf in 
Queensland. The work involved rapidl~ increased and the 
services of the Senior Forester, Mr. A. It. Crane, were then made 
available to the Federal Government to act as Deputy Timber 
Controller for Queensland. 

A considerable quantity of logging plant of Depart- 
mentM contractors in North Queensland was impressed for 
defenee work% and much time has been lost because of 
difficulty in securing spare parts and tyres to maintain old 
plant, as little or no new logging plant could be obtained. 

I t  is pleasing, therefore, to record that, despite all these 
tribulations, the cut of mill log timber f ro~ Crow J lends 
amounted to 232,300#00 super, ft., which exceeds the previous 
figure by 4,500,000 super, ft. The total cut of milling timber 
from Crown and private lands was 331,PO0j000 super, ft., being 
8,600,000 super, ft. greater than any previous total. ~uch credit 
is due to the whole industry, including Departmental staff, 
for a most meritorious performance. 

The strength of the permanent staff of the Department 
was 140 at the end of the year, compared with 183 at the 
oubreak of war, but only 95 of the original staff remained on 
duty. During the year the wages staff has fallen from 1,210 
to 579, making it very difficult adequately to supervise logging, 
to protect the forests, and to give access roads necessary 
attention. The man-power position has ~orced the suspension 
of further tree-planting. 

At the outbreak of war, the policy was adopted of main- 
taining stumpage prices to prevent loss of revenue or 
unwarranted increases in the prices of sawn timber. Logging 
costa have increased, and in September, 1941, the first increase 
in key market log prices was made in order to cover the 
added logging costs. 

Finally it  is interesting to record the fact that young 
pine plantations are now furnishing material for the war 
effort, l~900j0OO super, ft. of thinnings having been sold during 
the year, removals being well in hand at the end of the period. 

REFORESTATION. 

"The  most protracted, ~ddespread,. and serious fire 
season in the history of the Department '~ were the opening 
words of this report for 1940-41. As regards its length and 
scope, this reference now applies better to the 1941-42 season. 
~even successive months of the late winter, spring~ and 
summer were attended by almost record low rainfall. For- 
tunately, other extremes of temperature and high winds were 
absent. Losses from fire of treated natural forests did not 
amount to much more than 3 per cent. of the total treated 
areas, while plantation loss was confined to 42 acres. 

In spite of paucity of rain until the end of January, 
the tubed plantings were completed only little behind schedule. 
Losses, eehough greater than normal, did not generally reduce 
establishment below a satisfactory figure, and refillings were 
necessary in few eases. 

The reforestation programme was initiated for the 
year on a basis similar to that of last year. In January, 
however, in order to divert funds and man-power to war 
needs, i t  was necessary to effect considerable modification and 
reduction. 

In brief, this amounts to the abandonment of further 
improvement work and concentration on a minimum pro- 
gramme dictated by the necessity of maintaining existing 
assets. Planting will be suspended for the duration of the 
war, tending% apart from areas subject to laatana and bad 

vines, will be confined to areas planted in the past three 
years, and pruning limited to stands on which the operation 
had been initiated�9 

Trea tmen t  and firebreak eonstrnetlon on natural forests 
will be kept down to a minimum. No new construction items 
will be attempted, surveys have been abandoned, and research 
limited to long-term established experiments. 

Thinning operations in softwood plantations were 
suspended early following the outbreak of warj in view of 
tho possibility of demand fer these small sizes. Last year 
a small sale of Pinus  t ~ d a  and J'in~ts caribwa thinnings was 
made, but the sale was not proceeded with. During 1941-42, 
ho~veVel' I three further sales were made, as follows:-- 

Ex Beerwah and Glasshotme Mountains--60o,e00 s. ft. (P. twda and 
P. ear/ba~). 

Ex Benarkin and Blackbutb---803,00O s. ft. (P. radiata). 
]~x Pcchey--500~000 s. ft. (P. radials). 

At the close of the year a sale of hoop pine thinnings 
ex Nanango was pending. 

In the last few months of the year a number of non- 
refugee enemy aliens 9 incorporated as an auxiliary labour 
corps, were set to work on various works en the western 
forests. 

The major operations of Ihe year's programme were as 
follows : - -  

1. P l a n t a t i o n s - -  

(a) Planting.--The total of new plantations estab- 
lished fer the year was 2,992 acres, made up of : -  

Acres�9 
Hoop Pine .. 2,161.3 
Knurl . . . .  . . . . . . .  254.4 
Pinu~ app. .. 348.5 
EucMypt spp . . . . . . .  218.9 
Other . . . . . .  9"1 

Total . . . . . . . .  2,992"2 

These plantings bring the total areas planted as at 
3Oth June, 1942, t o : -  

Acres. 
Softwood~ . . . . . . . .  29,494"3 
Eucalypts . . . .  2,270'0 
O t h e r  . . . . . . . . .  442.2 

Total . . . . . .  32,207"5 
I [ 

(b) Pruning.--The total area covered in all operations 
amounted to 4~559 acres. 

2. Nurseries a n d  Seed . - -Twen ty . t h ree  nurseries were in 
plant production at the close of the year. Output to planta- 
tions for the twelve months totalled 1,795,000. Total stocks 
at the close of the year amounted to 5,622,000. It  is pro- 
posed that plants ordinarily to be planted in 1942-43 will be 
composted and used for nursery bed improvement 

The first large collection of neap pine seed since Decem- 
ber, 1936, was possible this year. Collection amounted to 18 
tons all of which, with the exception of requirements for 1942 
sowi~lgs, has been cold-stored. 

3. Na tura l  Fores t# . - -The  area of natural forests treatea 
during the year was:--  

Sub eetcd 
to ~ther Total. 

Type of Forest. than First Treated. 
Treatment. 

Acres. 
1,938 

26,125 
3yprcss Pine  . . . .  
s . . . .  
[loop Pine . . . .  

Totals 

Sub coted 
to ~irst 

Treatment. 

A c r e s .  
� 9  6 , 3 9 6  

13,205 
652 

20,253 28,063 

A c r e s .  
8,334 

39,230 
652 

4 8 , 3 1 6  

This work raised the totals of areasdreated at ]east once 
at 30th dune~ 1942, t o : -  

Acres. 
8oltwoods (Cypress P l n e ~ H o o p  Pine) . .  167,044 
Hardwoods  . . . . . . . .  259,306 
Other . . . . . . . . . .  405 

Totals . . . . . .  426,755 



4. Pu  

(a )  Firebreak ope!-c~ o n s - -  
/ (1.) Cleared Breaks--Western Forests-- 

Firebreak construction-- l%Illes. 
Cutting and grubbing . . . . . .  54.0 
Stacking and burning ..  58.7 
Gras . . . . . . . .  8.0 
Cutting aux3iary roads 33.0 

Firebreak improvement-- 
G~bbing . . . . . . . . . .  90.7 
Gradin9 ...... ~ .... 239.7 
2-chain green strip . . . . . .  352.7 

Firebreak ma~nlenanee-- 
Sucker and bum . . . . . . . .  1,143"5 
Plough . . . .  84.3 
Grade 428.9 

(ii.) Green Breaks-Coastal Hardwood Forests-- 
F~brmk ~ 

Falling dangerous trees .... 79.7 
Stacking . . . . . . . .  33"7 
Burning . . . . . . . .  65'3 
Cb~pping and/or ploughing ..  38"1 
Fire roads . . . . . . . .  45"3 
Grading . . . . . . . .  23"0 

Firebreak maintenance-- 
Brushing . . . . . . . . . .  282"4 
Chipp!ng and/or ploughing .. 1,101"3 
Burning . . . . . . . .  1,029"0 
Grading . . . . . . . . . .  56"5 
Roads . . . . . .  217"0 

01L) Cle~rsd Breaks--Plantations-- 
Firebreak c ~ t ~ -  

Temporary breaks for scrub burning ..  40.6 
Clearing . . . . . . . .  25-1 
Ploughing . . . . . . . . .  37-0 

Firebreak maintenanee-- 
Clflpping . . . . . . . . . .  108.4 
Ploughing and/or grading ..  137"0 

( b )  F e n c i n g - -  
A total  of 17.6 miles of fencing was  eree)ed for  p lanta t ion 

protection. 

5. Capi tal  ! m p r o v e m e n t s . - - A p a r t  f rom the expenditure 
of s on the m~aintenance of cottages, paddocks,  phone 
lines, &c., the following new improvements were a d d e d : -  

Two garages ,  7 6  miles of phone llne, fi f ire/ towers com- 
pleted, 2 bunk h u t s r  ~ seed d ry ing  shed. 

6. Expend i tu re  and  L a b o u r . - - T o t a l  expenditure for 
1941-42 on ' re fores ta t ion  works was s made up as fol- 
lows : - -  

s 
Plantations . . . . . . . .  54,874 
iNatural regenerat/on 8,357 ]~ursortes .,  ~ ! 14,974 
Protection (incin'c~ing fl~ fighting anal" patrol) 96,329 
Research . . . . . . . . . . .  2,743 
Capital improvements . . . . . . . . .  9,991 
Saree ' . .  : . . . . . . . . .  1,875 
Wet ~ e  holidays and leave ...... 19,519 
Tools tents, supervision, fodder, &c. ..  34,310 
Workers compensat on . . . . . .  4,825 
Pay roll tax . . . .  4,878 
Miscellaneous . . . .  4,935 

Total . . . .  s 

This  total  excludes ealaries. �9 I t  includes overhead 
expenses in connection with the works being carr ied out b y  
non-refugee enemy aliens, but  excludes any  paymen t  to them 
of wages and allowances. 

The number  of  men employed on reforestation works 
was, at  1st July ,  1941, ],020; a t  30th June,  1942, 377 (exehldes 

�9 non-refugee enemy al iens) .  

Equivalent  fall-time employment for  twelve months was 
provided for  708 men (excluding the equivalent of 15 men 
full t ime on contract  work) .  

R E ~ . n c K  WORK. 

Because of the war-time necessity for  root/lotion of 
operations, no new experimental  work is now being carr ied 
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out. The more important  established experiments are being 
carried through, and other work hss been modified in accord- 
ance with circumstances. 

On the basis of the experimental  ~'ork carried out over 
the last ten years,  a mod~ified set of sih'icultural instructions 
for  hoop pi~e were drawn up,  bu t  because os the suspensio~ 
of normal plantat ion operations issuance is being delayed. 

There are also indications that  the procedure adopted  in 
the t rea tment  of hardwood areas.will require some modification. 

N A T I O N A L  p A R K S .  

s were expended Oh work on Nat ional  Parks ,  Pour 
hundred and  eighty-seven chains of  graded t rack  were con- 
structed,  but  the pr incipal  work was maintenance of exi~tlng 
t raeks ;  s were spent in patrols  and general  supervision. 

F O R E S T  SURVEYS.  

Survey work was grea t ly  reduced a t  the beginning of 
1942, when seven camps were disbanded,  only one camp being 
mainta ined for location of t imber  s tands for ear ly  logging 
for defenee or essential purposes. 

The total  expenditure on surveys was s of whleh 
s was chargeable against  the harves t ing aml market ing 
vote.  

119,247 acres were closely inspected, 196,064 acres were 
assessedj and" 150,675 acres were subjected to ei ther  soil or 
t ype  survey. 

Of the close inspectiot~s and assessments, the larger  par t  
was made in Central  Queensland, where extensive areas were 
examined for  loeatio~ of commercial hardwood stands.  

F O R E S T  R E S E R V A T I O N S .  

A t  30th June,  1942, there were 6,373,361 acres of forest  
reservation as compared .with 6,419,422 acres a t  the beginning 
of the year ,  the reduct on being due to the reeomputation 
of area of a timber reserve in the Molloy-Port Douglas 
district,  pa r t s  of which have been released for selection from 
t ime to time. 

Over the twelve months, the area of National  Pnrk~ was 
increased by. 5,~27 acres. 

Comparative figures ~ r e : - -  

30th Juno, 
- -  1941. 

Stain Forests �9 . . . . . . . . . .  3,265,379 
National Parks 671,578 
Timber Reserves . . . .  3,154~044 

7,091,001 

.30th lune, 
1942. 

3,377,282 
976,805 

3,098~139 

7,050,189 

HARVESTING AND MARKETING. 
GENERAL. 

The total  Crown mill log cut and gross receipts were the 
highest  yet  recorded. Figures  for the year  and the previous 
two years  a r e : - -  

1941-48. 1 9 4 9 - 4 1 .  1939-40. 

Crown MIll Log Cut (sup. ft.) 232,392,537 227 803,735 212 449,000 
Net Revenue . . . .  s -~65,871 " 5597,532 
[}ross Receipts . .  s s s $60 

The following table gives a comparison o f  mi l l ing  logs 
cut on Crown and  pr ivate  lands for the last two y e a r s i - -  ~. 

Hoop and Bunya Pine 
Knurl Pine .. 
C ross Pine ..  
~ar~woods 
Cahinetwoods 
Secondaries ..  

Totals " . .  
Plantation Timbers ..  
Imlmrted Timbers ..  
Hardwood Sawn into 

~ p e r m  . .  

Grand Tois~ ..  

CIOWD. 

148,060,000 
9;580,000 
5,830,000 

33,850,000 
25,310,000 
7,380,000 ~ 

PHvate. 

1940-41. 

5,780,000 
760,000 

10,140,000 
93,900,000 
15,190,000 

227,810,000 85,370,000 

327,810,000 95.870,000 

Per Cent. 
Total. of Crown 

to Total. 

152,840,000 95"9 
10~340,000 92.6 
15,770,000 85'7 
96,850~000 35"1 
47,880,000 68'3 

323,180p000 70'4 

s,b~,0oo 

7,670,000 

339,84o,o0o 

1941-42. 

per Cent. 
CrOWn. Private. Total of Crown 

to Total. 

137,390,000 3,510,000 130,900,000 97.3 
12.010,000 510,000 12,820,000 95"2 
7,820,000 6,510,000 14.3S0,000 34"9 

48,530~000 71,8Z0,000 150,850,000 40-3 
{ 28,770,0~} 1~,Ie0,000 59,3~0,~ 33 0,5~,000 

99,310,000 233,310,000 
180,000 

~,39o, ooo 08,010,000 

381,820,000 
180,000 
750,000 

I0,610,0(D 

348,MOsO00 

7O 

'4. 



T h e  ha rdwood  log ou tpu t  f r o m  Crown lands  was near ly  
15,000,000 super,  feet  h ighe r  ~han any  previous figure,  and ,  
fo r  bo th  Crown a n d  pr iva te  lands,  was by some 19,000,000 
super,  feet  the  g rea tes t  on  record. 

The table  i l lus t ra tes  the  S t a t e ' s  a lmost  complete depend- 
ence on Crown fores ts  fo r  p ine  supplies,  a n d  also indicates  
t h a t  Crown fores ts  are  expected to produce a g rea te r  proper-  
l ion  of a m n c h  increased demand  for  hardwood.  

The cut  of  hoop and  bunya  p ine  shows a decrease, whiclb 
in  view of the  difficulties encountered,  can be u n d e r s t o o d - -  
of the  127,390,000 super,  fee t  cut ,  9,800,000 were ply  logs,  
63,010,000 mill  logs, sad  54,520,000 super, feet  top~. 

VENEERS AND PLYWOOD. 

Sales t ] l rough Ihe P lywo d and  Veneer  Board  were : - - -  

Souttl Queensland. North Queensland. 

Market. Square feet Square feet 
�9 3/16 Inch Value�9 3/16 Inch Value�9 

basis. [ basht. 

s s 
Queensl~d . . . .  8,980,825 73,673 883,3e0 7,203 
Interstate , .  43,857,225 359,779 13,498,170 110,227 
Overseas . . . .  1,608,030 13,190 2,774,750 22,666 

This  represents  ma in ly  p ine  plywood�9 

Re tu rn s  avai lable f r o m  veneer  and  plywood mills  show 
the fo l lowing  approx imate  to ta l  quant i t i es  t rea ted  and  
p r o d u c e d : -  

Logs treated--33,400.000 super, ft. 
Plywood produced 3/16 inch basis--61,200,O00 sq. ft. 
Veener~ produced 1/16 Inch bas[~--gs,400,O00 sq. fl. 

NORTII QUEE.'~SI,AND TIMBERS. 

The dis t r ic t  fores ter  for  N o r t h  Queensland repor ts  t h a t ,  
despi te  the  f ac t  t h a t  n m e h  of the  N o r t h  Queens land logg ing  
con t r ac to r s '  p l a n t  lms been impressed fo r  defense  purposes,  
a record quan t i t y  of Crown logs was marketed .  The to ta l  

-. quan t i t y  marke ted  was 47j803,328 super, fee t ,  compared  
wi th  the  previous h ighes t  s a l e s ' o f  39,793,664 super,  feet .  
Ine reased  orders  fo r  specially selected maple  logs fo r  air-  
scre,,vs rifle fu rn i tu re ,  and  pon toon  manufac tu r e  were m e t ;  
the  sales of this  species be ing  ~616248  super ,  f e e t - - a n  
increase of 2,295,672 s u p e r ,  feet  over t ~e previous year.  
To meet  all  orders  f o r  specially selected maple ,  i t  was neees. 
sary  to secure some supplies f i 'om pr iva te  lands.  Towards  the  
end of  the  year ,  the  D e p a r t m e n t  d iscont inued the  l ogg ing  of  
wa lnu t  which  is used fo r  o rnamen ta l  fu rn i tu re ,  

D e p a r t m e n t  both  a t  s tump  and f r o m  opera t ions  of Depar t -  
men ta l  cont rac tors  for  the  year  : -  

Sleepers . . . . . .  289,981 pieces 
Sleeper Blocks . . . . . .  174,617 pieces 
He~d~ioeks, Crossings, and Tr,~soms .. 7S],183 superficial feet 

" Girders, Corbels, Plies, Sills �9 �9 244,685 lineal feet 
Poles . . . . . . . .  200,617 lineal feet 
House.blocks . . . .  113,717 lineal feet 
Fencing Material . . . . . .  : : f  106 054 lineal feet 

37,337 p aces 
Hewn and Bridge Timbers . . . .  f 75 330 superficial feet "L 24,991 I neal feet 
3fining Timbers . . . . . .  f 889,805 lineal feet 

\ 59,439 pieces 
Fuel .. " . . . . . .  73,699 tons 
ROSewood . . . . . .  97 ton~ 
MUIga Bark . . . .  15 tons 
Sand . . . .  13,416 cubic yard~ 
Grave} . . . .  2,086 cubic yard~ 
Soil . . . . .  ~ . . . . . .  2,369 cubic yards 
Stone . . . .  815 cubic yards 
Charcoal . . . .  39,023 bags 
Planfs . . . . . . . . . .  1,630 

LOOOIiqG. 

As ment ioned earl ier ,  shor tage  of  man-power ,  due to 
�9 requi rements  fo r  dafenee,  made  logg ing  operat ions  more 

ditiieult t h a n  previously. 

The D e p a r t m e n t  is pleased to note  the  con t inua t ion  of 
the to .operat ion os the Liqu id  F~el  Board,  e n s u r i n g  sufficient 
sup~!ies of  pet rol  to allow of  our  r e m a i n i n g  logg ing  p lan ts  
wor~ing  ful l  time. 

D u r i n g  the  yea r  t imber -ge t t e r s  were g iven a new award  
by  the  A r b i t r a t i o n  Court ,  which,  whi le  improving  pay  and  
condi t ions of  the men ,  will  also t end  to make  the indus t ry  
more a t t rac t ive  to those engaged  in  it. 

The quant i t i es  lmuled and  paymen t s  to logg ing  
contrac tors  :*re as f o l l o w s : - -  ~. 

Southern Queensland . . . . . .  
Northern Queeneland 

Super. Feet. Amount Paid�9 

s 

s t i d. 83,018,785 233,731 t~ 
29,67L577 118,e09 17 2 

LOeGI~G ~OADS, 

E x p e n d i t u r e  on l ogg ing  roads,  .boil{ in new construct ion 
The  fo l lowing  table  shows the  quan t i t i e s  of  var ious  t o  make  accessible f u r t h e r  areas,  and  in  the  n la in tenanee  

species cut  fo r  the  pas t  two y e a r s : - -  of  ex is t ing  roads,  a m o u n t e d  to s ul~de up as r e n e w s : - -  

Species�9 

Kauri Plfie . . . .  
Ma le . . . .  
W~Y~Ut . . . .  
Silky Oak . . . .  
Hickory 
Other Cabinet~'oods" 
Semhwoods . . . .  

1940-41. 

9,583,865 
5,320,576 
1,864,076 

11,966,038 
1,018,671 
2,292,780 
7.fil0.STe 

1941-42, 

11,958,823 
7,618,248 
1,032,513 

12,930,807 
1,369,288 
3,083,991 
7.820,914 

CO~STaVe~'IOI';,~L T I ~ S  ( ~ o u n d  and  S q m l r e d ) ,  

Opera t ions  on cons t ruc t ional  t imbers  unde r  D e p a r t m e n t a l  
cont rac tors  were wel l  m a i n t a i n e d  and  cut ters  were provided 
w i t h  cons tan t  employment  t h r o u g h o u t  the  year�9 There  was 
a heavy d e m a n d  f r o m  the  Ra i lway  D e p a r t m e n t  f o r  sleepers 
a nd  o ther  p e r m a n e n t - w a y  t imbers .  I n  addi t ion ,  a epeeial 
a r m y  order  of  70,000 6-feet  sleepers fo r  overseas was supplied.  

A compar i son  of  m a j o r  supplies  cut u n d e r  D e p a r t m e n t a l  
contracts  w i t h  the  two  previous years  is as  f o l l o w s : - -  

Specification. t 339-40. 1940-01. 1941-42. 

Sleepers . . . .  (pieces) 
Crossings (suPer. feet) 
Transoms . . . .  suPer, feet 
Bridge Timbers (linen feet) 

224,048 293,231 
77,070 275,055 

170,191 283,122 
113,647 38,099 

306,209 
240,425 
049,451 

93,850 

I n  th i s  table  sleepers include sleeper blocks eonver ted  to 
sleepers according  to n u m b e r  yielded. 

The  fo l lowing  table  shows the  to t a l  q u a n t i t y  of  eon- 
s t rue t iona l  t imbers  and  miseellaneoue i t ems  s o l d  by  th i s  

s 
H, and M. Ft~d .. . . . . . .  38,803 
Special Employment Works Fund +.. 576 

s 

The above figures exclude expendi ture  by P . E . L  on Fores t ry  
roads not  charged  to F o r e s t r y  funds ,  and  a m o u n t i n g  to approxi-  
mate ly  s 

SAWMILL LICENSES. 

A t  30th June ,  1942, there  were 515 sauTail! licenses in 
fore% o f  whictl  425 were fo r  genera l  mi l l ing ,  and  90 res t r ic ted 
licenses. Of  the  l a t t e r ,  47 were  fo r  r e sawing ,  10 fo r  cases 
only,  11 fo r  sleepers only,  and  22 otherwise restr ic ted.  Nine  
eases were under  review. 

OFFENCES. 

One hundred  a n d  th i r ty-s ix  offences were reported�9 P ro  �9 
ceedings were ins t i tu ted  in  39 cases, and  fines to t a l l ing  
s 6s. imposed. I n  62 cases roya l ty  was collected or t he  
t i m b e r  seized and  sold, and  w a r n i n g s  issued. 

I n  21 cases of m i n o r  offences w a r n i n g s  only were issued, 
whi ls t  i n  14 cases the re  was  no t  su f f i c i en t  evidence fo r  act ion 
to be  taken.  I n  all cases revenue to the  ex ten t  of s was 
recovered. 

F O R E S T  P R O D U C T S  I N V E S T I G A T I O N S .  

This  work  has  been dras t ica l ly  curtai led d u r i n g  the  year.  
Out  of  six officers engaged  in  technical  work a t  the  outbreak 
of  war ,  five a re  now occupied in  i m p o r t a n t  o ther  activities,  
such as  producer  gee research a n d  t i m b e r  control  d u t i e s  fo r  
t he  Commonweal th  Gnvernment .  
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Charcoal research and production have formed the major 
part of the work of the Investigations Section�9 iResearch 
was concentrated on improving charcoal quality and b u r n i n g  as fo l lows: -  
methods. A vented pit was designed and developed for com- 
mercial use, private burners were assisted by advice, and _ _  . 

developments in production method were sumrnariscd with a 
view-to publication of up-to-date data. 

At  the request of the Co;ordinator-General of Public 
Works~ the Department undertook the building-up of reserve 
stocks ofcharcoal for producer gas purposes�9 By 30th June, 
1942 s some 89 pits had been established and 27 500 bags of 
charcoal produced, a further 17,.200 bags bemg purchased 
from private pit owners. 

The Department has continued as far as possible advisory 
activities on seasoning, timber utilisation, and preservation, 
and in this direction has given preference to matters having 
a bearing on the war effort. The Department's aeasonin~ 
kilns a re  being used for drying timbers required for defenc~ 
and allied purposes. 

Work on borer control was cBntinued, with useful 
results. 

EXPENDITURE.  
Total expenditure for the year was s subdivided 

3alaries . . . . . . . .  
Extra Living Allowance .. 
rravelBne and Ineidenin]s ., 
Co forestation . . . .  
National Parks . . . . . .  
Harvestin and Marketing-- 

Hewn, Split, and Pole Timber 
Roads . . . . . . . .  

Revenue. 
.s 
87,637 

813 
5,792 

193,080 
5,205 

�9 "577 

s 

]LOAD. Trust. 
s s 

10.172 ~. 

3"4",00o :: 

.. 406,928 
, .  8 1 , 7 1 6  
,. 38,804 

s s 

CONCLUSION. 
I have to acknowledge a royal and ~u~tained effort ou the 

part of officers during the year. 
I have the honour .to be, Sir, 

Yours faithfully, 
V. GRENNING, 

Director of Forests. 

Reprinted by A. H. TUCKER Government Printer Brisbane. 


