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AN OBSERVATION OF MOSQUITOES BlTING AN ECHIDNA 
B y  A. I-. DYCI 

I3wision o I  :\niinal I-lcnlrh. C.S.I.R.O., McMastcr I.ahoraiory. (ilcbe. N.S.W. 
rh.fo/i//,\wip/ v c ' c c ~ i i ~ ~ r /  Dcw/,ihcr. I . I Oh31 

C'urrent knuwledgc ot' host relationships of Australian niosquitcxs principally concerns intro- 
duced animals :ind man, v.ith only limited data on native hosts ( I ce ,  Clinton and O'Gower 1954; 
Dyce m d  Lee 1962). Neither natural nor expci-in:cntal fccding on nionntrcmcs by winged blood- 
sucking insects lhas prcvioiisly been reported and, \\ i t h  thc possible exception o f  :I ~ ~ i / ~ [ , / ~ r / c ~ r , f ~ t f r [ r  sp. 
(Macherras 1962, 1'. 429). I iO  niosqiiito-boriic parasite c r  disease lihcly tc i  be mcrsqtiito-h(lriie has been 
recorded from the echidna (Tcc/r.qdo.r.oi.\ r(r///en///,s (Sha\t  and Ncidder) ). 

On 2nd August, 1963, a t  a h w t  2 p . in  an xitilt echidna \cab exposed i n  the lield t r i  attack by t i i c  
mosquito Aedes (Oc/i/cr.o/trtri,s) tl:cwbu/c/i (Taylor) at a site nine niiles S.E.  from Morce, Nc\v South 
Wales. Weather conditions at the time were calm, clear and n,ild. Mosquitoes i n  light density were 
attacking the observers in :in orcn staild of timber clominaicd ty twmblc box ( E t ~ ~ ~ / i p t u . !  /iopt/ifolio 
Hooker). The echidna, held by one vf its hind feet. \ \as attackcd instantly on exposure. Mosquitoes 
alighted on the spines and coarse pile, rapidly nxdc  their way to\\;irds the hcak antl  fcct and com- 
nicnced to feed. One mosquito fed f roni  the clo:ical region. Exploratory probing v>as minimal and 
engorgement to repletion \\:IS qtiitc rapid and normal for the spccics concernccl. As many ;is seven 
mosquitoes were obsened fecding at  the one time on the free hind foot of the echidna and a sample 
of them was collected for ic!entiiication. 

A. //icobo/:/i is a $:pecks %ell knowri for its v igoro~rs fccding attacks on man a n d  domestic animals 
and its apparent liking for any available blood source. Acceptance of  echidna was therefore cxpectetl. 
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RECORD§ OF PROTOZOAN PARASITES FROM INSECT PESTS 
OF STORED PRODUCTS IN QUEENSLANU 

By J. H. D. MARTIN and B. R. CHAMP 
I>epartment of Primary Industries. Oueensland , i l - l c t t ~ i i . \ ~ i . i i ~ /  received frhr.rmry 1 , 1964, 

Order SCH IZOC R t G  A R IN A. Family Ophyrocyst idae 
il.lnrtc.rirr tlisporu Navillc 1930 

QUtENSLAND: Chdrn curi~c/ / r~ Walker 1863 (Lepicloptcra: Phycitidae)--ex larvae froni nut- 
in-shell peanuts, Kingaroy, 9.iv.63, 1 X.vr.63, 27.vi.63. 9.vii.63. 14.x.63; Atherton, Ih.vii.63; Rock- 
hampton. I6.vii.63, I3.xii.63: Ano,rc7.s/~r kuehrriella (Zcller 1879) ( I  cpidoptera: Phycitidae)--cx larvae 
from bran, ground barlcy, maize meal. pollard, poultry mash mix. soybean flour, Rrisbane, 20.\ i.63. 
29.vii.63, 14.x.63, 28.xi.63; ex 1:iriar J'rom nut-in-shell peani!ts and peanut trash, Iiockhampton, 
13.xii.63; ex A(/(, / ixr mearili infet.icd larvae froni pollard and groiind sorgliiini, Brisbane, 28.xi.63 : 
P/odia intcvprirrc/rllu (Hiibncr 11 SIO; -1  181 3 #)  (1-cpidoptera: Phycititlrlc) -ex larvae fi-oin nut-in-shell 
peanuts, Kingarcy, 9.iv.63, 18.vi.63, 27.vi.63, 9.vii.63, 7.viii.63. 

Furimcy.s/is tri6olri Wciscr 1953 
QUEENSLAND : 7kiholiri/rr custuncum I-lerbst. 1797 (Coleoptera : 'Tenebrionidae)--ex larvae 

from whole meal flour ciilttires, Brislwne, 4.xi.63, cultures originally from nut-in-shell peanuts. 
Kingaroy, 4.v.63. 

Order COCCIDIA, Family Adeleidac 
,4tk/inn n i r . s d i  (Perez 1 899) 

QUEENSLAND: A/rugosttr / i i ~ ~ h r r i d / ~ i  (Zeller 1879) (Lcpidoptera : Phycitidae)-ex larcae from 
bran, ground barley, maiie meal, pollard, soybean flour, Rrishane, 26.vi.63, 29.viii.63. 14.x.63, 
28.xi.63; ex larvae with M .  rhpovu  a s  above. 

The authors are inJcbted to Prof .  J .  Wciser of the I.abvratciiy of Insect Pathology o f  thc 
Czechoslovakian Academy of Science for cheching identifications of ill. tlisporri and A .  n/e.wi/i. 

NOTES ON THE HABITAT AND DISTRIRUTION OF 
VALLERIOLA WILSONAE DRAKE 1N QUEENSLAND 

(HETEROPTERA : LEPTOPODIDAE) 
By C .  B. MONTEITH 

Department of  Entomology, University of Queensland 
[Manuscript receivcd FfJbruurv 14. 19641 

Until recently Leptopoditlae seemed endemic t o  the Mediterranean area and the Ethiopian and 
Oriental regions including Indonesia antl the Philippines. I n  1956, Drake described the Australian 
species Vulleriolu wilsonue based on three specimens from two localities, Somerset Dam, South 
Queensland, and Tolga. in North Queensland. 


